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Visual impairment support
What is a visual imparment?
About this fact sheet
This fact sheet provides a basic introduction to the problems faced by children with a visual
impairment. There are also some helpful strategies for supporting these children with their learning

Types of visual impairment
A visual impairment can be identified in many different ways:
• Restrictions in the visual field.
• Difficulties with scanning.
• Gross distortion of what is being seen and perceived.
• Difficulties with visual fixation.
• Problems in maintaining and changing focus at long and short distances.
• Distortions in colour perception.
• Visual fatigue.
• Additional time required to process visual information.
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The chart above shows the range in visual impairment.
The implications for learning for children with a visual impairment will depend on a number of factors:
• The age of onset of the eye condition.
• Parental and family attitude.
• Motivation and general intelligence level of the child.
• Social and emotional security of the child.
• The level of visual discomfort and fatigue.

It is important to note that the pace of learning may be slower, especially in subjects which are highly
visual. Incidental learning and the basic knowledge of everyday objects and experiences is restricted by
visual impairment and progress may not be an accurate reflection of a child’s true ability.
Holding a book close to the eyes will not harm vision and for some pupils, it may be the only way
of getting the print into focus. Nor will sitting close to the TV. Having a visual impairment does not
necessarily mean that other senses, such as hearing are highly developed.

Strategies to support learning
• Teach word processing skills.
• Teach touch typing skills.
• The provision of a laptop computer, which has the facility for different sizes of print will greatly assist
learning.
• Make use of specialist software like Supernova providing the facility for all text on the computer screen
to be enlarged and read aloud by a computer voice.
• Use appropriate magnifiers for reading some small print activities.
• Teach independent living and self-help skills.
These should include:
- Eating.
- Personal grooming.
- Relationships with others including those with the opposite sex.
• A child with visual impairment may be allowed extra time to complete class tests. They may also qualify
for access arrangements for external examinations.

More information
The visual impairment service is part of Dudley Disability Service. We are a team of qualified teachers of
the visually impaired and specialist teaching assistants.
We provide advice and information to parents and teachers. We help teach and support children with
a visual impairment of all ages and abilities. We also assess children’s vision. In addition we support
and advise on the use of specialist equipment and train in the use of low vision aids, provide Braille and
enlarged or modified learning materials, provide training independence and mobility training and teach
touch typing and specialist software. We will also liaise with other professionals such as social care,
healthcare and RNIB.
For further information or advice, please contact us at:
The Mere
Lawnswood Road
Wordsley
Stourbridge
DY8 5PQ
Tel: 01384 818003
Fax: 01384 814241
Email - judy.lewis@dudley.gov.uk
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