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A - INTRODUCTION
The Castle Hill Conservation Area
was first designated in February
1975 in recognition of it being an
area of ‘special architectural and
historic interest the character and
appearance of which it was
considered desirable to preserve
and enhance’. The boundary was
revised in 2005 to form the
separate Dudley Town Centre
Conservation Area, directly to the
south west (Figure 1).
This Conservation Area Appraisal
has been undertaken with the
following objectives:•

•

To provide an up-todate assessment of
the character and
appearance of the
conservation area.
To
Review
Conservation
boundary

the
Area

(c) Crown Copyright and database right 2015. Ordnance
Survey 100019566
Figure 1: Castle Hill Conservation Area boundary

•

To suggest matters to be included in a Conservation Area
Management Plan.

•

And to inform the preparation of the Dudley Area Action Plan
(AAP) by providing a vital part of the evidence base to be used
in conjunction with the Dudley Urban Historic landscape
Characterisation (UHLC) and Dudley Town Centre Conservation
Character Appraisal.

This appraisal has been carried out in accordance with Historic England
guidance.
The Council are required by the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation
Areas) Act 1990 to give special attention to the desirability of preserving or
enhancing the character and appearance of the area, when exercising its role
as a local planning authority.
The area’s special interests form its significance as per the wording of the
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). The NPPF states that Councils
9

should ensure that a conservation area justifies such status because of its
special architectural or historic interest. Within the definitions set out in the
NPPF the conservation area is a designated heritage asset. It requires local
planning authorities to identify and assess the particular significance of a
heritage asset when determining planning applications and to have up to date
evidence about the significance of heritage assets and the contribution they
make to their environment. This information will be used to assess any
potential impacts that may result from proposals and should be used to avoid
or minimise harmful impacts and to exploit opportunities to enhance or better
reveal the significance of the area. This information should also be used to
inform plan making.
Many buildings, spaces and other features of the historic environment
contribute positively to the significance of the conservation area as a heritage
asset, whilst a number may be regarded as detracting from it. The appraisal
seeks to define the significance of the area and identify features that
contribute positively to, or detract from it. However, with a large and complex
area it is not possible to refer to every building or feature individually. Where a
building is not picked out in the analysis it shouldn’t be regarded as not
contributing to the area’s significance. As such, proposals for change should
include their own assessment of significance with reference to the appraisal.
This finalised Conservation Area Character Appraisal for Castle Hill has been
produced following the publication of a draft appraisal which was the subject
of consultation. The public’s views and comments have accordingly been
taken into account and incorporated into this appraisal as appropriate.
1.

Summary of Special Interest
A number of factors give rise to the special interest of the Castle Hill
Conservation Area (Figure 2):Dudley Castle is
the most visible
symbol
of
Dudley’s medieval
origin as the heart
of a great baronial
estate. The wellpreserved castle
remains document
the later medieval Plate 1: Dudley Castle
and Tudor period
development of the castle as both a military structure and a display of
wealth and aristocratic authority. Associated buildings provide evidence
of the use
10
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of the castle area as the focus of the Earl of Dudley’s estate
administration into the 19th century (Plate 1).
Archaeological remains have provided evidence of the earlier
development of the castle that illustrate life in the castle from the 11th
century through to the 18th century. They have also revealed an earlier
history of Anglo-Saxon occupation that may represent the nucleus of
the later town of Dudley.
The wooded hilltop and other nearby green spaces represent a
surviving part of the hunting preserve of the castle’s medieval
landscape. The castle is associated with important historical events
and people including the anarchy of the reigns of Stephen and Matilda
including Ralph and Gervase Paganel, John de Somery (20th Baron of
Dudley) and John Dudley Duke of Northumberland (22nd Baron of
Dudley), as well as the sieges of the Dudley Castle during the Civil
War. The relationship of the Castle with the town provides the impetus
for its development.
Geological Exposures and limestone mining heritage – The
geological heritage of Castle Hill and its associations with the history of
the science of geology are of global importance. Beneath and
surrounding the Castle, and along the hill to the north the evidence of
extraction, processing and transport of limestone is prolific. Evidence
indicates the use of limestone for construction, agricultural lime
production, lime mortar and iron making extends over a thousand years
or more. Limestone was the key mineral for the region’s iron founding
industry - the keystone to the intensity of the Industrial Revolution here.
These abandoned workings, lime pies and limestone structures testify
to a significant impact upon the former medieval landscape that
previously existed here. These heritage assets also have important
links to associated sites in the immediate vicinity. Limestone quarrying
created a landscape of deep ravines, with dramatic fern studded cliffs
and rock faces within the woodlands. Between these run woodland
paths, preserving the lines of carriage drives created by the Earl of
Dudley in the 19th century, possibly reusing the earlier lines of mineral
railways (Figure 4).
Beneath the surface of the hill, a network of limestone caverns were
excavated as the miners followed the purer layers of limestones into
the earth, which are served by underground branches of the canal
network, These are a very special and nationally important heritage
that provides a unique experience of the underground world of the 18th
and 19th century mining that transformed the area’s and the nation’s
economy (Figure 3).These caverns also brought exceptional fossil
evidence to
12
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the attention of scientific communities
developments in the science of geology.

which

lead

to

major

Association with the History of Science – The strata of Castle Hill
and Wren's Nest were key to establishing the Silurian Period of
geological time (first defined by 19th century geologist Sir Roderick
Murchison in a seminal work in 1839 called The Silurian System.
Within this internationally important defining scientific work 65% of the
Wenlock age fossil species described and figured by Murchison were
from Dudley’s limestone mines. Wenlock age fossils from Dudley have
since been figured in hundreds of scientific and popular publications
including other defining scientific works such as monographs and
treatise.
The largest limestone cavern in the UK is present on Caste Hill (Figure
3). This is Dark Cavern (also referred to as 144 Cavern). This cavern is
a mile in length, has a canal running along its entire length and
contains features including an underground bandstand, grand
sweeping stone staircases and the remains of gaslight installed by the
Earl of Dudley to illuminate the caverns during special visits. Two such
visits were associated with Murchison’s establishment of the Silurian
System, in 1839 and 1849 when he brought 100 or more scientists
from the British Association for the Advancement of science to witness
the caverns and their special geological heritage. The second of these
in 1842 was attended by 15,000 local people within Dark Cavern and
from which he was carried triumphantly by the miners and acclaimed
‘King Of Siluria’ by them and the event was dedicated in a 144 line
poem called ‘The Dudley Gathering’ This is exceptionally rich
geological and related cultural heritage and unique to Dudley and
Castle Hill.
Castle Hill is also the site of the world’s first true stratigraphic
geological map that was produced in 1665 and published in Dud
Dudley’s metallum Martis. This work was a fundamental leap forward in
predictive science that predates the next valid efforts by William Smith
(the so called father of English Geology by more than 100 years.
At the cessation of mining, Lady Dudley was a driving force behind the
planned restoration of the scars left by mining with forestry planting,
which may be the earliest example of a reclamation project in England.
The history of the castle, woodlands and caverns as a place of resort
for leisure, recreation and learning (uses that had begun in the early
14

19th century) is reflected in the access to the caverns and woodlands,
including the carriage drives along the hill top as well as the green
open space of the castle courtyards. The founding of the zoo as a
major tourist attraction during the 1930s provided an unusual collection
of buildings in the international modern style by the Tecton Partnership,
which have been designated as Grade II and II* listed buildings.
Castle Hill is an exceptional global landscape with a unique collective of
heritage features and historic associations. As a consequence of this cluster,
its conservation and use for education, recreation and visitor economy, Castle
Hill, together with its connected town centre of Dudley and the adjacent
Wrens Nest National Nature Reserve will host the Black Country Global
Geopark headquarters and be the main future geotourism node of the Black
Country as a whole. The conservation and careful development of this area
and these heritage features is essential to the success of the sustained visitor
economy of the Black Country as a whole.
1.1

Key positive character features
The Castle
•

The archaeological remains of early occupation; providing potential
evidence of the early origins of the settlement of Dudley, including
the nature of specialist activities and of the status of the settlement.

•

Remains of the Castle earthworks; providing potential evidence of
the 11th century motte and bailey castle (illustrating the origins of
the barony following the Norman Conquest and rebellion of the
Saxon Earls).

•

The ruins of the 13th and early 14th century castle (Keep,
gatehouse, Chapel, Great Chamber and Great Hall), the outer
gatehouse, the Chapel and Great Chamber, and the curtain walls.
Archaeological remains throughout, including the outer court or
outer bailey.

•

Associations with history of the Norman Conquest (11th century),
the dynastic struggles between the Norman kings (12th century),
the role of the nobility in the Wars between England, Scotland and
the Welsh (13th and 14th centuries), the Wars of the Roses (15th
century), the religious and political upheavals of the Tudor period
(16th century), the Civil War (17th century) – This is the history of
the formation of the nation.

•

The Views, over Dudley Town Centre, illustrating the role of the
castle as the administrative centre of the medieval town and the
status of the barons as the landowners.
15

•

The Views over the West Midlands, illustrating the military function
of the castle, as well as its role as the centre of administration and
power for the Barony of Dudley

•

The remains of John Dudley’s Great House, illustrating the
development of architectural style in the 16th century, as well as the
wealth of courtiers and struggles for power between nobles and the
crown during the 16th century.

•

Evidence of the castle’s occupation during the 17th century,
including archaeological evidence of the sieges during the Civil
Wars and subsequent slighting of the castle.

The Georgian and Victorian pleasure grounds
•

The Georgian lodges and boundary walls illustrate the management
of the castle as private pleasure grounds in the late 18th and early
19th century (following diversion of Castle Hill Road) (Figure 4).

•

Georgian and Victorian footpaths, garden walls, carriage drives and
woodlands illustrate further development of Castle Hill as a
romantic landscape during the 18th and 19th centuries.

•

The castle lawn or courtyard illustrates the area that became a
focus of the enjoyment of the castle ruins by Dudley’s townspeople
in the late 18th and 19th centuries, the site of numerous fetes and
now the heart of the zoological gardens offering views and access
to the castle ruins.

The Zoological Gardens: Early 20th century entertainment, leisure and
education
•

The Tecton Buildings; a collection of
buildings of national significance,
illustrating the development of the
modern style, with innovative use of
materials and an unusual philosophy
towards the presentation of the
zoological collection (Figure 20).

•

Other early zoo infrastructure: Planting,
paths, street lamps and the chair lift,
illustrating the development of the
zoological gardens in the 1930s and
1950’s as a resource for the people of
Dudley.
Plate 2: Bear Ravine
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Figure 4: Landscape Features
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Evidence of the Industrial Revolution Landscape
•

The trenches and ‘crown’ holes, illustrating at the surface the
impact and scale of extraction of limestone in the late 18th and 19th
centuries (Figure 4).

•

Kettles Hill, the complex landscape of crown holes collapsed close
to the surface limestone mines, illustrating another area of industrial
extraction.

•

Surface caves; these provide visibility of the caverns beneath the
surface of the hill. Historically these would have provided light wells
illuminating sections of the subterranean workings.

•

Lime pies; remains of the earliest sites of processing limestone for
quick lime as simple clamp kilns on the surface of the hill,
illustrating the historic processing the raw materials of the hilltop.

•

Canal tunnel and basins (Lord Ward’s Tunnel, Dudley Tunnel and
Wren’s Nest Tunnel Cathedral Arch, Shirt Mill Basin, Murder Mine,
Shirt Mill Mine); illustrating the engineering feats that allowed
exploitation of the area’s mineral wealth as well as the importance
of the development of the region’s canals to its development as a
major industrial district.

•

Singing Cavern, Stores Cavern and Dark Cavern; the three premier
caverns under Castle Hill of which two are currently accessible,
whilst the third retain the potential to be reopened in future. Stores
cavern has an additional interest due to its use as a military depot
during the First World War.

•

Flooded mines beneath; further level of mines of galleries is
preserved beneath the hill, filled by ground water, further illustrating
the industrial feats of the mining undertaken in the area during the
19th century.

Geological importance
•

The limestone of the hill and its extraction during the 18th and 19th
centuries, allowing detailed study of the fossil bearing rocks, has
played an important role internationally in supporting study of
geology and the history of life on our planet.

•

The limestone exposures have a special historic interest. Castle Hill
and its near neighbour Wrens Nest National Nature reserve contain
world class exposures of middle Silurian (Wenlock and lower
Ludlow series) rocks, including a definitive section through the
Much Wenlock Limestone Formation, belonging to the Silurian
18

Period of geological time.
•

The limestone succession here dates between 430 and 425 million
years before the present time.

•

These rock layers provide some of the most diverse and best
preserved fossils in the world and are of international
paleontological significance.

•

They contain the most diverse and abundant fossil fauna in the
British Isles: consisting of over 650 species of macrofossil marine
invertebrates, representing some 29 major taxonomic groups.

•

In addition, the strata contain hundreds of microfossil species most
of which is yet to be described to science (and is currently the
subject of a number of international research projects).

•

The preservation of parts of this fossil heritage are superlative and
are defined as fossil lagerstatten, containing rare and important life
assemblages, in the form of beds of articulated crinoids (sea lilies)
superbly preserved under deposits of terrigenous mud and volcanic
clay.

•

Rare annelid and early plant remains have been found, containing
soft tissue preservation (which is incredibly rare on a global scale).

•

The area is the type locality for 186 species of fossil (more than any
other British site). 63 of these are recorded nowhere else on Earth.

•

Dudley's fossils are very highly valued and sought after. They are
found in hundreds of museum collections and displays in every
well-appointed museum with natural history collections across the
globe.

•

The limestone exposures continue to be an important international
research resource for understanding past worlds and global
environmental change because of the exceptional nature of the
fossil record here.

19

Ecological importance
•

The historic landscape of the hill and its reversion to a semi-natural
state has resulted in creation of high quality habitats for many
species.

•

The hill is close to and
connected
to
the
important
bat
hibernaculum
and
swarming
site
at
nearby Wren’s Nest
NNR, as well as the
wider landscape via
the extensive canal
tunnels and green
space links (Figure 5).
Significant populations
of bats have been
noted
in
previous
surveys
of
the
remaining
caverns
beneath the site. The
status and use of
Castle Hill by bats is
worthy of significant
further study.

•

1.2

(c) Crown Copyright and database right 2015. Ordnance
Survey 100019566

The woodland is one
of
the
largest Figure 5: Map showing Castle Hill in relation to Wren’s Nest
continuous areas of
woodland in the Borough and the Peggy’s Meadow SINC site is
valuable, but there has been some deterioration.

Key Issues
•

Castle Hill and its immediately adjacent heritage is the focus of the
Black Country Global Geopark bid and any development on this site
will be required to enhance the long term, sustainable economy. In
particular it is crucial that development is thoughtful and sensitive in
this locality and supports the visitor economy. This will provide yearon-year significant and growing income, more employment at all
levels and considerable reputational gain for the Borough and the
Black Country for the very long term when features are conserved
and promoted..
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•

The Castle Hill woodlands are currently considered to be in a poor
condition and there is a need for improved management and
maintenance of the woodlands in order to make the space more
accessible and attractive for residents and visitors.

•

There is a generic need for informative and directional signage that
can guide and inform about areas safe and available for access,
where paths will lead, the importance of heritage features and the
consequences of mis-behaviour.

•

There is evidence of antisocial behaviour in the woodlands
including dumping of waste, felling of trees, lighting of fires. The
woodland paths are also inappropriately used for mountain biking
not necessarily anti-socially but potentially dangerously by those
engaged. This is partly a result of the lack of more positive use
providing passive surveillance and is encouraged by the
atmosphere of abandonment.. The condition of paths through the
woodlands and absence of adequate signage discourages their use
for positive recreation.

•

The connection between the Castle and the historic core of the
town has been broken by the busy traffic of the Broadway and the
necessary requirement for railings and gates at the end of Castle
Street in order to form a secure boundary to the zoo. This impacts
on the shared significance of the two assets, as well as reducing
the potential economic benefits that both areas could provide each
other.

•

The needs of housing and presenting the zoological collections and
conserving and presenting of the scheduled castle ruins and
earthworks and listed Tecton buildings, whilst at the same time
providing for animal welfare and a positive visitor experience is a
potential source of conflicting requirements. A strategic approach is
in place but this needs to be expanded further recognising the value
of the historic buildings and archaeological interest as an important
element of the site’s interest as a tourist attraction and its
development into the zoological gardens as a part of its special
historic interest.

•

Negative impacts on the setting of the castle including impacts of
notable negative buildings in certain key views including Cavendish
House and certain elevations of the Hippodrome Theatre.

•

The need to prevent uncontrolled access and to provide stability of
the residual limestone cavern voids has led to the placement of
structural infill in a number of cavern sections (using various
21

materials for permanent or temporary infill to ensure that future
possibilities are retained without compromising existing features
and activities at the hill). This work has ensured that these caverns
remain as an economic resource for the future, with potential to
become additional major attractions at the Black Country Global
Geopark core in combination with existing canal, museum, zoo and
castle attractions.
•

1.4

The zoo’s collection of Tecton buildings has also previously been
identified to be in poor condition and in need of urgent repair and
maintenance. This is being proactively addressed by Dudley
Zoological Gardens who are currently undertaking a programme of
repair and interpretation of the buildings and important architectural
reinstatement supported by funding by the Heritage Lottery Fund.
Currently the repair of the entrance gates with its distinctive ‘S’
shaped interlocking canopies, the former Safari Café (now the
entrance and gift shop), the Bear Ravine and Kiosk No.1 have been
successfully completed. It is very important that the repair and
maintenance programme continues as a rolling programme in order
to address the deterioration of the remaining Tecton buildings, to
ensure maximum public utility and prevent further deterioration.

Vulnerabilities
•

Continued poor or worsening condition of the woodlands would
result in loss of the area as a publicly accessible semi-natural
space, including loss of amenity to the surrounding communities,
and loss of the archaeological and geological interest of the
scheduled monument. Any irreversible engineering works that
permanently prevents future access to the currently un-accessed
caverns would result in the loss of their future amenity and value to
the geotourism aspirations and visitor economy of the area. It is
imperative that all decisions about land use and engineering
interventions are considered in detail, properly consulted upon and
carried out with the best options for the longer-term use of this site
as the key node at the heart of the global geopark.

•

Continued physical and psychological division of the castle from the
historic town centre would result in continuing loss of the historic
interest they hold as historically linked heritage assets, forming
parts of a wider historic landscape.

•

Potential reduction in funding to continue the rolling programme of
repair and maintenance of the Tecton buildings would result in loss
22

of their historic and architectural interest. (This is currently
considered to be a low risk).
•

Future development of buildings, landscaping and enclosures for
the zoological gardens and on the wider hill surrounding them will
need to be carefully designed to ensure they respond positively to
the setting of the castle ruins and contribute to the unified character
of the zoo buildings created by the surviving Tecton buildings.

•

Failure to provide adequate maintenance of the castle ruins could
result in loss of historic fabric and issues for safety for visitors.
Continued lack of access to the castle ruins above ground floor
level would represent a lost opportunity to present the remains and
their historic and architectural interest to the public and to benefit
from their value as part of the castle and zoological gardens as a
visitor attraction.

•

Encroachment and dumping as well as light pollution degrades the
value of the woodland edges and anti-social behaviour including the
lighting of fires and illegal off-road motorcycling.

23

B –DEFINING THE SPECIAL INTEREST
2.

Location and Setting

2.1

Location and Context
The conservation area is located along the top and slopes of Castle Hill
(the northern parts of which are also known as Coneygre Hill and
Kettle’s Hill) (Figure 6). It lies immediately to the east and north of
Dudley’s historic town centre (also a conservation area) and divides it
from the areas of Castle Fields and Castlegate) to the east, which have
recently developed as a focus of tourism and leisure venues (multiscreen cinema, bowling alley, hotels and restaurants, the Black
Country Living History Museum and Dudley Canal Trust canal wharf).
The large Priory Housing Estate lies to the west with access to the
castle hill woodlands and Gervase Drive and Forest Drive and many
gardens backing onto the publicly accessible land of the hill.
Castle Hill forms part of a chain of hills that run from Oldbury to
Sedgley, dividing the Stour and Severn Valleys to the west from the
Midlands Plateau to the east. These are a prominent feature in views
from both the east and west and have had an important impact on the
area’s historical development.

2.2

Activity and Uses
The uses of land in the area include the zoo and castle, which form a
single important tourism and education site. This reflects a use that has
existed since, at least, the early 19th century when the Earl of Dudley
improved the castle ruins for access by visitors and the use of the
castle courtyard for fetes. A small amount of housing is included on
Castle Hill (the road) and Castle Street. The majority of the land of the
hill to the north is naturalised public green open space. Beneath this
runs the Dudley Canal, including Lord Ward’s Tunnel, Castle Mill Basin
and The Dudley Tunnel, which form an important link in the national
waterway network and is actively used for leisure purposes. Running
off the canal, tunnels provide access to the caverns that form a tourist
attraction run by the Dudley Canal Trust. Again, these maintain a use
of the former limestone workings as a tourist attraction that began in
the early 19th century.

2.3

Landscape Setting, Topography and Geology
Castle Hill forms part of a chain of hills that run from Rowley Regis to
the south east to Sedgley to the north west along the eastern edge of
the Borough (Figure 7). This ridge owes its existence to vast changes
in the environment taking place over millions of years, and these are
exceptionally well recorded in the rock layers that we see in outcrops
24

Figure 6: Castle Hill Conservation Area,
Dudley AAP and Ward Boundaries

Area Action Plan boundary
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and in the mines of the
area today. The hills
testify to the hardness of
the limestones and the
structures that they form
in the strata below.
Essentially great earth
movements about 410 to
400 million years ago
squeezed the land and
pushed them up into
great arches that poke
up through the softer
rocks of the coalfield
that surrounds them.
The upfolds of hard
limestones belong to a
time called the Silurian
Period of some 430 to
425 million years ago.
Figure 7:Generalised Bedrock
They are surrounded by
layers of rock that were
deposited on their flanks much later in the Carboniferous Period of
some 315 to 310 million years ago. The Carboniferous rock strata
which comprise the coalfield are the ones which contain the many
layers of coal, Ironstone and fireclays (including in these parts the UK’s
thickest coal seam – the South Staffordshire Thick Coal which is up to
12m thick and wraps around the limestone hills being folded gently by
still later earth movements. Over the last 2.6 million years ice ages and
warmer inter-glacial periods between have scoured and sculpted the
landscape with a final shaping of the thin skin on the surface by people
since the end of the last ice age.
The high ridge between Sedgley in the northwest and Rowley in the
southeast is the watershed between the River Severn catchment to the
west and the River Trent catchment to the east. This has been an
important cultural boundary line in the past. It is a strategically
important position that commands views over the long gentle slope of
land running down to the River Stour in the valley seven kilometres to
the west. And with extensive views beyond across Staffordshire to the
Shropshire Hills to the west and to the Clent Hills to the south. Views
eastwards look across the plain of the South Staffordshire Coalfield
towards Oldbury and West Bromwich.
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The hill stands next to one of the historic routes over the hills between
the Severn Valley and the Midlands plateau. This is likely to have been
an important route since, at least Roman times when it would have
been used to link the forts at Greensforge and Wall, as well as
providing a link in the route from Mid Wales to the markets of the
midlands, which were important droving routes from at least the Middle
Ages into the 19th century. This militarily and economically strategic
position is likely to have influenced the choice of building a castle at
Dudley and the establishment of a town. In the local context, Castle Hill
forms one side of the narrow northward sloping valley of the Priory
Estate to the west and the western edge of a broad plain that runs to
the east into the adjoining borough of Sandwell.
The hill is steep sided forming a long, north – south aligned ridge that
rises to an eminence in the south. The most northern part of the hill,
known as Kettles Hill, is heavily marked by the earthworks of historic
industry with a cratered landscape that is now largely hidden by dense
trees growth. The central part of the hill (Coneygre Hill) is divided
lengthwise by a number of long, deep and steep-sided trenches of
many metres in depth; excavated following particular seems of
limestone. In the south, the knoll that is crowned by the castle has
been artificially raised by the construction of the castle motte, whilst the
castle’s motte, bailey and outer court were all surrounded by deep
ditches or enhanced escarpments, which at least in part are still
evident.
The combination of the Carboniferous coal and ironstone bearing strata
and Silurian limestones provided the raw materials that required only
the development of the coke-fired blast furnace to enable the
development of an iron-smelting industry. Indeed, it was in Dudley that
‘Dudd’ Dudley first experimented with and succeeded in such
technology in the early 17th century. Subsequently Dudd Dudley’s
sister’s descendent Abraham Darby, who was born less than a mile
from Castle Hill, perfected the process leading to a revolution in the
manufacture of smelting of cast iron which transformed the black
country into the heartland of England’s iron industry. The excavation of
limestone to be used as a flux for smelting was a major industry in
itself, in which Castle Hill played an important early role.
It was also through the excavation of the Silurian limestone beds that
the many ancient seabed fossils they contain came to light during the
early 19th century, making Dudley an importance centre for the study of
the development of life on our planet and for the understanding
evolution.
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3.

Historic development and archaeology

3.1

Origins and Historical Development
Early Medieval Origins
The place name of Dudley derives from the Old English ‘Dudda’s Leah’
suggesting the presence of a small settlement associated with a
hedged enclosure in a woodland or upland setting. This is likely to
have been subsidiary to one of the larger estate centres, and indeed,
Castle Hill remained a part of the Parish of Sedgley (which was
recorded as a royal estate centre in the 11th century). Excavation of
Dudley Castle in the 1980s revealed evidence of occupation prior to
the castle’s construction, including pits, gulleys and sections of wall
dating from the 8th century, along with an occupation soil layer. A
single piece of Roman glass was the only find of earlier date, but
suggests that an important building (either of domestic or military
function may have been present), whilst an Anglo-Saxon brooch was
found as a redeposited find in the make-up of the castle motte. This
evidence suggests that Castle Hill may have been the location of the
original settlement of Dudley, with the town centre to the south west
representing a planed settlement that was added in the 12th century.
High Medieval Dudley
Dudley Castle’s history is intimately bound up with the history and
fortunes of the Barons of Dudley, for whom this was the centre of their
military power over the surrounding area, as well as the focus of
administration for the extensive estates of the barony. It appears the
barony was created in the late 1060s, following the rebellions of Edwin,
the Anglo-Saxon Earl of Mercia, and Edric the Wild, in order to provide
a strong Norman presence in the West Midlands. The barony would
have been divided amongst numerous knights, who all owed service to
the baron. By 1086 the barony of Dudley was expected to supply fiftysix knights to the king’s service for forty days a year.
Ansculf of Picquigny, the first Baron of Dudley, probably constructed
the first castle on Castle Hill in the 1070s (it is recorded in the
Domesday Survey of 1086). This was probably an earth and timber
motte and bailey fortification. Surviving evidence may include the castle
motte and the extent of the bailey and surrounding ditch, as well as
buried evidence of the bank surrounding it. This appears to have
continued to influence the plan of the castle in following centuries.
Stone walls had replaced the timber defences by 1138, when the
forces of King Stephen besieged the castle during the period known as
the anarchy. This was during the possession of the barony by Ralph
Paganel, who was succeeded by his son Gervaise in 1150. Either
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Figure 8:
Construction Plan of Dudley Castle
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Ralph or Gervaise founded the small Cluniac Priory that stood in the
hunting park just to the west of Castle Hill (now part of Priory Park) and
it is likely that it was they who established the town at the gates to the
castle and set along the road towards Wales and the Severn Valley.
The first castle, although not necessarily the buildings within it, was
demolished in around 1173, following the involvement of Gervaise
Paganel, the 5th Baron, in a conspiracy against Henry II (Figure 8).
Restored loyalty and the refortification of Dudley Castle
During the 13th century the barony passed to the de Sommery family.
Roger de Sommery, the 10th Baron of Dudley was an active soldier
who had fought in Gascony in the early 1250s and against the Welsh in
the later part of the decade. The Welsh were successful in the
campaigns and it may have been this that prompted Roger to begin
fortifying the castle again in 1262. Roger subsequently fought on the
king’s side in the Baron’s War and was chosen as one of the seven
signatories of the Dictum of Kenilworth in 1266, designed to bring an
end to the war.
Roger’s descendants continued his work to refortify the castle during
the late 13th and early 14th centuries. This included reducing the height
of the motte and building the large stone keep on top of it, building the
gatehouse and new castle walls. The construction of a stone great hall
with a great chamber and chapel at its southern end, would have
replaced earlier timber buildings. The chapel was completed by 1322,
when it is recorded as in use at the death of John de Sommery, the
13th Baron. At this time the barony was split in two, with land in the
Home Counties and some of the land in the west midlands lost to the
estate, when the property was divided between John’s two sisters and
their husbands. As a result the barony’s finances were much reduced.
As part of the unsettled period of the reign Edward II John de Sutton
14th baron of Dudley, was forced to give the castle to Hugh Despencer
(a favourite of the king) to provide a bulwark against the Marcher lords
who opposed the king’s style of rule. Evidence of the presence of
Hugh’s steward, John de Botiler of Tewkesbury was found during
excavations in the 1980’s when a tile with his coat of arms on it was
found near the chapel. In 1327 the castle was restored to John de
Sutton and the new King Edward III visited Dudley with Queen Isabella
and Roger Mortimer.
John de Sutton VI (1422 – 1487 – Sir John Sutton, Knight of the
Garter, Baron Dudley and Malpas) spent a lot of time living at the
castle when not serving in the wars in France and Ireland. He was
heavily involved in the Wars of the Roses (changing sides in 1460), but
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was most significant as a diplomat who ‘bridged the gap’ between the
Yorkist and Lancastrian factions. He used the castle to entertain
guests, making additions that included an extra kitchen built next to the
castle keep and the barbican added to the gatehouse, creating a more
impressive arrival at the castle (Figure 8).
Whilst the castle certainly had an important military function,
withstanding siege and protecting the barons’ property and family from
the depredations of their neighbours, it also had an important function
in presenting the prestige and aristocratic status of the barons.
Features such as the design of the castle keep appear to have been
intentionally archaic when they were built presenting the impression of
an older castle befitting an older, well-established noble family.
Post-medieval
Following the wars of the Roses and the establishment of the Tudor
dynasty, the de Suttons once again ran into financial difficulties. The
cost of maintaining a position at court, as well as the policies of Henry
VII’s ministers meant John de Sutton’s Son, the 21st Baron of Dudley,
ran up considerable debts and was forced to lease the castle to his
Cousin John Dudley in 1537. John Dudley was an accomplished
admiral, soldier and courtier to Henry VIII, becoming Earl of Warwick
and Lord Protector in 1547. Following the succession of Edward VI to
the throne he formed a part of the Privy Council and was raised to
Dukedom of Northumberland in 1551. Becoming Lord Protector in 1552
he would have been the most powerful man in England.
During this period John Dudley commissioned John Shute to travel to
Italy to study Renaissance architecture. He also commissioned
architect Sir William Sharrington to modernise the lodging ranges of the
castle, producing a fashionable stately home, which is likely to have
been informed by Shute’s work, introducing renaissance themes to the
redesigned banqueting hall, with its long covered terrace or ‘logia’.
(Figure 8). Sharrington seems to have specialised in converting
medieval buildings into renaissance homes (his work can also be seen
at Lacock Abbey in Wiltshire). John Chapman, who had previously
worked as mason (the title often used for architects as well as
contractors in the 16th century) for Henry VIII and is known to have
been influenced by the French and Italian architectural styles, was
engaged by John Dudley and worked on Dudley Castle, before moving
to work on Longleat House.
Sharrington’s additions appear to have included remodelling of the
great hall, including the addition of the terrace to the front, as well as
three storey lodging ranges and kitchens following the inside of the
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castle wall to the north. Evidence of the removal of the earlier tiles
suggests the chapel was also re-floored, whilst the Great chamber
appears to have been divided to create additional rooms. Outside the
inner court the walls of a rectangular garden terrace, with a
‘watchtower’ at the angle of the wall, may also have been an addition of
John Dudley’s or was added in the later 16th century, along with an
outer gatehouse. It isn’t clear whether these replaced earlier structures
forming the castle’s outer court (Figure 8).
Having risen to become the most powerful man in the country John
Dudley fell from power spectacularly when he attempted to place Lady
Jane Grey (who he married to his nephew) on the throne, preventing a
Catholic succession. After Lady Grey’s nine-day reign Dudley was
executed at Tower Hill in 1553. The property reverted back to the
ownership of the de Sutton’s who were able to host a visit by Elizabeth
I in 1575 during one of her tours of the kingdom. Such visits were
notoriously ruinous for those hosting them, requiring investment in the
property to cater for the queen and her extensive retinue.
After 1582, however, it appears Dudley Castle was not fully occupied,
whilst the de Suttons made Himley their more normal residence. The
castle was considered for housing Mary Queen of Scots in 1585 but
the cost of repairing the accommodation to bring it up to the Queen’s
standards was considered prohibitive – giving some indication of its
condition at that time. It appears that from this time the de Suttons
began to focus on the exploitation of the area’s mineral wealth.
Edward Sutton’s will of 1587 records his ironworks, iron ore and woods
(presumed to be at Dudley), which he left to his wife.
The 17th century and the castle under siege
During the 17th century the castle was occasionally used as a home for
Edward Sutton III (25th Baron of Dudley), who, like his ancestors got
into money trouble and eventually passed the castle and most of his
estate to Humble Ward who married his granddaughter Frances. In
1642 a large Royalist force garrisoned Dudley during the opening
months of the Civil War. Colonel Leveson commanded the garrison
and the castle became a base for raids into the surrounding
countryside. In June 1644 a 3,500 strong Parliamentarian force led by
Lord Denbigh besieged the castle and bombarded it from Kates Hill. A
cannon ball found embedded in the floor of the castle keep appears to
confirm that this happened. A Royalist force arrived from Worcester on
the 11th June and drove the besiegers off, whilst the horse mounted
troop from the castle sallied forth, along the hilltop, cutting off the
Parliamentarians at Tipton Green to the north east where a skirmish
was fought.
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The battle of Naseby was fought in June 1645 and put an end to
realistic hopes of a Royalist victory. Moreover, this made collection of
taxes to pay troops much harder. On the 21st April 1646 Sir William
Brereton brought Parliamentarian forces to besiege the castle. Colonel
Leveson ordered the firing of the houses in the town nearest the castle.
The church of St Edmund’s had already been demolished to prevent its
use by besieging forces. The pioneers of the Parliamentarian pioneers
built a breastwork running from Castle Street to St James’ Priory with a
ditch that has been seen in archaeological excavations at Green Man
Entry. A skirmish was fought at the Priory on the 28th April when the
royalists attacked the inattentive men of the Shropshire Regiment of
Foot. During the siege the wife of Lieutenant-Colonel Beaumont
(Colonel Leveson’s deputy) died and the besiegers gave permission for
a funeral at St Thomas’ Church, requiring a procession through the
town.
The siege ended on the 13th of May, after Charles I had fled to
Scotland. Lady Dudley (Francis Ward) was in Oxford with the king
during the siege but corresponded with Sir William Brereton, whose
daughter was contracted to marry Edward Ward (the heir to the
Barony). Colonel Leveson went to France in exile but died in
September of the same year. The land of the barony was sequestered
by Parliament in 1646 and parts of the castle demolished in 1647
including the fortifications but also parts of the chapel and Great
Chamber, leaving only the Sharrington Range as inhabitable. The
estate was returned to the Wards by Cromwell several years later but
their main residence remained at Himley.
Fire, industry and entertainments (the 18th and century)
During the late 17th and early 18th century it is probable that the castle
was used as a venue for entertainments including balls. One is vividly
described in a later record from the early 19th century, apparently
based on an earlier eyewitness account. Late 17th century etchings of
the castle show the accommodation ranges and ruined keep standing
proud on the hilltop with thickly wooded slopes below providing an
attractive setting. In the 1730s the castle belonged to Ferdinando
Dudley Lea, who was friends with the notable garden designer William
Shenstone, the designer of the Leasowes Park and gardens near
Halesowen who had a taste for Gothic ruins. Shenstone may have
encouraged the Baron to augment the castle and its grounds as
pleasure grounds. However, on the 24th July 1750 Dudley Castle
caught fire and the remaining domestic part was gutted. The fire took
three days to burn out, whilst its use to store gunpowder for the county
militia prevented efforts to put it out.
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The area’s industrial development had taken a major leap forward
during the early 18th century with the introduction of steam power to
pump water from underground workings. Newcomen’s ‘Dudley Castle
Engine’ was installed at the Bloomfield Colliery in 1712 and was the
first use of Newcomen’s engine for mine working. However, the
development of industry also required improved transport routes with
the surrounding roads, albeit improved as ‘turnpike’ or toll roads unable
to furnish the traffic to export the goods produced through the area’s
iron industry or the raw materials to feed it. This was changed by the
opening of the Birmingham Canal in 1772 with canal wharves at Tipton
from 1774. Limestone mining rapidly became one of Dudley’s most
important industries, mainly as a flux in iron founding. Lord Ward’s
Tunnel was dug to run from an arm of the Birmingham Canal into
Castle Hill in 1775. An Act of Parliament for Dudley Canal, including
the Dudley Tunnel was passed in 1776. The excavation of the tunnel
took a considerable period of time and was only completed in 1791.
Extensive quarry trenches were excavated along the hilltop parallel to
the caverns mined underneath. Steam engines were used to keep
deeper levels or galleries of mines free of floodwater. The main phase
of excavation of the hill lasted from the 1770s until the 1860s, before
the hill was worked out and the focus of mining moved elsewhere.
Excavations appear to have started in the north near the canal wharves
and spread southwards reaching under the castle itself by the 1850s.
In addition to mining, the hilltop was also a location for processing the
limestone, with a number of ‘lime pies’ (simple clamp kilns used to
make Quick Lime) identified on the hilltop. These represent the most
basic level of development of lime
processing technology. The later
horseshoe kilns located next to
the canal wharves to the north
east
represent
the
next
development of the process,
whilst the spectacular draw kilns
of the 1860s (equivalent in scale
to many late 19th century blast
furnaces) are preserved next to
the canal arm, now within the
Black Country Museum. Running
between the trenches long gently
sinuous metalled paths ran from
the surroundings of the castle in
the south all the way to the
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Figure 9: Extract of Harry Court’s Map
of 1780 showing Castle Hill

northern end of the hill near to the wharves and limekilns, conceivably
representing the tramways that would have carried limestone from the
above ground workings and caverns under the castle to these
destinations.
Whilst this industrial activity
transformed the hilltop in the
late 18th and early 19th
centuries, the area almost
simultaneously developed as
pleasure grounds and tourist
attractions, partly as a result
of the industrial activity. In
1810 the Earl of Dudley paid
workmen to clear rubble from
the castle and to rebuild part
of the keep and chapel
undercroft, as well as planting
ivy to create a more romantic
ruin. Castle fetes were held
during the 19th century
drawing large crowds. During
the 1830s and 1840s the Earl
used the caverns for a series
of events and entertainments,
including balls and concerts,
as well as
the famous
lectures by Figure 10: Former entrance to Dudley
Castle Caverns
Sir
Roderick Murchison (attended by an estimated
15,000 people on both occasions), where he
expounded his theories on the Silurian system of
rocks of south Wales and the border of England and
Wales and the fossilised sea creatures contained
within them. The earl even added gas lighting to the
caverns for these events.
During the 1830s the Earl moved his estate
administration offices to the bottom end of Castle
Street, with a row of cottages possibly for estate
workers) and a wall with piers cutting off this section
of the street from general use. This is likely to have
coincided with the redirection of the road up Castle
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Figure 11: Extract of the Treasures
Map of 1835 showing Castle Hill

Hill to the south, away from the castle, with a new wall along the road
defining a larger enclosure around the castle. The move re-established
the castle as the focus of the lord’s authority and role as chief
landowner in the district. It may also have been related to concern to
provide a more secure focus for administration at a time of growing
social tension in the Black Country including the development of the
chartist movement (Figure 11).
The 1880s Ordnance Survey maps suggest the hilltop is served by a
number of long, looping paths (possibly former mineral railways) whilst
the hill was already heavily wooded. Early 20th century post cards from
Dudley record these as ‘lovers’ walks’.
Dudley Castle Hill in the 20th century
Late 19th and early 20th century collapses of underground workings are
recorded on early Ordnance Survey maps where crown holes
appeared. The instability of the hilltop may have had an influence on its
retention as open space, whilst fresh crown holes are recorded until the
mid 20th century. During the First World War one of the former
limestone caverns under the castle was used for storing military
clothing and became a shadow’ munitions factory. It is known to this
day as Stores Cavern and retains the structure of the offices built at
this time. This cavern remains accessible from within the zoological
gardens.
The zoo was developed by the Earl of Dudley, along with Ernest Marsh
(of Marsh and Baxter’s) and Captain Frank Cooper (owner of the
famous Oxford Marmalade Company) through the transfer of Cooper’s
collection at Oxford Zoo, along with additions from elsewhere. It
provided an important addition to Dudley and also provided an income
to help maintain the site of the castle and its ruins. The buildings by
Berthold Lubetkin and the Tecton Partnership (including Structural
Engineer Ove Arup) are one of the finest collections of early modernist
structures in Britain (although they are frequently described as Art
Deco), using innovative construction techniques. They represent
Lubetkin’s particular philosophy to create buildings that offer both
delight and inspiration, beyond a mere functional enclosure or shelter.
Each providing a unique form designed for its purpose and location.
Their design and construction are overtly scientific and technical in
nature emphasising man’s mastery over nature (seen in contrast as the
animals within them) and the advancement of man into a new age of
scientific achievement after the dark days of the Great War. They were
also held up for creating a zoo without bars, whilst their scale and
placement was designed with consideration for the need to avoid overt
intrusion into views of the castle ruins. They would also be considered
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as forming an important part of the development of the architecture of
pleasure that emerged during the early 20th century in response to
increased leisure time and disposable wealth among working people,
providing fast and sensational leisure experiences.
In setting out the zoo several of the crown holes and caverns that had
formed over former limestone workings were put to use, including
those at the Bear Ravine (also referred to as Bear Pit Cavern) and the
present Barbary sheep enclosure. During the Second World War the
castle was used to mount an anti-aircraft search light battery, whilst the
green spaces within the zoological gardens were used to grow fodder
for animals in the collection.
During the 1970s and 1980s concerns about subsidence increased.
The southern end of Singing Cavern near Dudley College was infilled
with sand and the Bear Pit cavern with cement paste, partly to protect
the adjacent Freight Liner Terminal. In the 1990s the hanging wall of
Stores Cavern was reinforced with rock bolts and coated with sprayed
concrete foam to prevent stone falling. Dark Cavern, among the most
spectacular among the Dudley caverns, was infilled with sand during
the 1990s.
However, efforts to maintain at least some of the tunnels as accessible
to support the area’s tourism industry and preserve their historic and
archaeological interest were also promoted by the Dudley Canal’s
Trust with support from the Borough Council and the English Tourism
Board. The Dudley Canal Tunnel Preservation Society was formed in
1963 and, following the successful campaign to maintain the tunnel as
a leisure route; the Dudley Canal Trust was formed in 1970. During the
1980s they were able to attract funding to create additional tunnels that
provided access to the caverns under Castle Hill, as well as reinforcing
the hanging wall of Singing Cavern and providing dramatic lighting and
audio-visual interpretation of the cavern’s geological and historic
interest.
Restoration works to the castle were also undertaken during the 1980s
alongside a programme of archaeological excavations, which revealed
a great deal of the castle’s history. A new history interpretation
exhibition in the castle undercroft was opened during the 1990s. The
worsening condition of the Tecton buildings required remedial work,
particularly focused on the Polar Bear enclosure in the 1980s.
However continuing deterioration resulted in the buildings being placed
on the World Heritage Fund’s Watch List in 2009. A programme of
restoration works, with funding by the Heritage Lottery Fund has been
progressing in recent years, including the repair of the former Station or
Flamingo Café, which is now the zoo’s gift shop, ticket office and
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offices, as well as the repair and renovation of the Entrance gates and
canopies. Restoration work is also underway on the Bear Ravine and
adjacent Kiosk.
3.2

Archaeological Significance and Potential
The majority of the hill has been designated as of archaeological
significance at the national level through scheduling as an Ancient
Monument under the 1979 Act. The Castle has been shown to retain
evidence of settlement and development as a focus of aristocratic and
military activity from the early medieval period through to the mid 18th
century. There remains considerable potential for evidence of the early
settlement (preceding the castle), the early development of the castle
during the 11th century, the rebuilding of the castle and associated
development under the de Sommerys in the late 13th and early 14th
centuries and the enhancements by the de Suttons and John Dudley
during the 15th and 16th centuries. Such remains could provide
evidence of the responses to changing needs for defence during the
Wars of the Roses or for courtly display and pageantry during the reign
of the Tudor monarchs as well as the daily life of the castle’s
inhabitants throughout its history. Furthermore, the excavations during
the 1980s demonstrated great potential for surviving evidence of the
sieges of Dudley Castle during the Civil War.
Potential for remains to be preserved as subsurface deposits remains
within the castle court and in the outer court and lower slopes and as
deposits in the surrounding ditches. There is potential to better
understand the outer walls gates and towers and their role either as
military structures or as elements of the Tudor pageantry of the castle
as a prestigious aristocratic home. There is potential to learn about the
later 18th and early 19th century development of the castle as pleasure
grounds used by the people of Dudley and the Lord’s family.
There is significant potential to better understand and present the role
of the various buildings within the castle including enhancing access
that adds to enjoyment of the ruins as a group of buildings and of the
site as a whole, whilst also enabling the conservation and maintenance
of the ruins.
The limestone mines and workings are a very important record of the
growth of this industry, which played a pivotal role in the rapid
expansion of the industrial revolution in the Black Country from the
early 1770s. Their scale is awe-inspiring.
The combination of the caverns, canal tunnels and possible mineral
railways and lime kilns of different types provides a range of evidence
of the development of extraction, transport and processing of limestone
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and its subsequent distribution as an important element of the region’s
iron working industries. This is particularly well preserved across a
discrete area, which has been recognised in the extent of the present
conservation area and the overlapping scheduled monument.
There remains considerable potential for further study and recording of
both the surface and subsurface workings to inform understanding of
the progress and expansion of the industry during the 18th and 19th
centuries. With additional potential for the survival of earlier evidence of
extraction relating to earlier episodes of quarrying. The preservation of
Silurian fossils within the stone of the Sharrington Range, for instance,
suggests that building stone was sourced from the hill in the 16th
century. There is also great potential in the long term to expand access
to the canals and caverns, particularly Dark Cavern, which is
spectacular, although this would require significant investment and
possibly technological innovation to enable.
The Lower Castle Street area also has potential for remains of the
medieval town centre, including the buildings cleared by the Royalist
forces during the second siege of Dudley Castle.

Figure 12: View of Castle Hill from the top of Hall Street
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4.

Character Analysis

4.1

Character Areas
The conservation area is made up of a number of areas that have a
discernably different character. Each area makes a different
contribution to the overall special interest of the conservation area and
contributes different features of character and appearance that are
desirable to preserve and enhance. These are shown on (Figure 13)
and comprise the following six character areas
1. The Castle Courtyard
2. The Outer Court
3. The lower slopes of the castle
4. Lower Castle Street
5. Coneygre Hill
6. Kettles Hill
In addition to these, the underground spaces of the canal tunnels and
caverns form a seventh distinctive area that makes an unusual
contribution to the character of the conservation area.
Whilst these areas are distinct from each other there are often positive
character features that are found in one or more of the character areas
or that continue from one area to another, whilst the transition from one
area to another may be gradual and indistinct.

4.1.1 Character Area 1 - The Castle Courtyard
This is the focal area of the castle, forming
the core of the defended area, but also the
focus of the domestic buildings that
provide evidence of life within the castle
from the 13th century to the mid 18th
century. Archaeological remains within the
area provide evidence of even earlier
phases of occupation. The long green lawn
of the courtyard is now a pleasant open
space, sheltered from the wind by the
surrounding buildings and walls and the
mound of the castle motte. The space
Plate 3: Castle courtyard
provides views of the surrounding ruined
castle buildings, which are the only structures in view, allowing their
historic and architectural interest to be the primary feature of the area.
The castle motte and keep rise up as an imposing
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Figure 13: Castle Hill Character Areas
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Figure 14: Key Views
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focal feature, dominating the courtyard as they were designed to in the
13th century.
The
buildings
(unsurprisingly) provide a
strong sense of enclosure
to the space, which is
occasionally
used
for
displays, including falconry,
whilst it has potential for
use for larger events as it
was used in the 19th
century. The long tunnel
entry
of
the
main
gatehouse and the shorter
one of the north gate
provide a dramatic entry,
as well as a strong sense
of transition from the
spaces of the outer court.
The limestone of the
chapel, great chamber and
the Sharrington Range are
particularly well illuminated Plate 4: Castle and courtyard
by sunlight in the middle of
the day and afternoon, whilst the gatehouse and Castle Keep are often
seen as silhouettes. The staircases to the top of the keep provide a
very different experience of the area, with the panoramic views from
the top of the keep helping to illustrate the military function of the
castle.
Historically, the castle motte was separated from the rest of the area
(forming the castle bailey) by a ditch, which would have been crossed
by a bridge.
Space
The courtyard is surrounded by the buildings of the castle, creating an
enclosed spaced currently consisting of lawns, paths and some
planting areas (formerly occupied by aviaries). The lawns reflect the
enhancement of the area for fetes in the 19th century. The openness of
the space is a very pleasant part of the area’s character forming a
space that is used by many visitors for picnics but is also used for
events and demonstrations. Historically its role was both functional and
to show off the prestigious buildings that surround it. It would have had
a greater amount of hard surfacing in the past, possibly including a
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cobbled yard, whilst it is likely that further buildings were located on the
west side of the courtyard during the Middle Ages.
Views
Views from ground level are contained within
the area and are focused in the castle buildings
including the tall motte and ruined keep. The
views of the accommodation ranges provide a
hint of the effect designed by Sharrington, with
the Italianate logia of the great hall as the focus
of the frontage, but with evidence of the 17th
century slighting and, of course, the fire and
abandonment of the castle as a habitable
building in the mid-18th century.
Access to the motte and keep provides a
different viewing angle looking down into the
courtyard, as well as out, beyond the courtyard
to the outer court, the lower slopes and the
wider landscapes beyond. These include the
extensive vistas to the Welsh Marches and
demonstrated how the building dominated its
immediate setting as well as having its outward
looking function (Figure 14).
Plate 5: Views from the Castle
Keep

Missing views are those that would be provided
by access to the terrace and first floor rooms of the castle ruins,
including those out to the east from the great bay window of the great
hall or from the windows of the great chamber (which would have been
the principal room within the castle from the 13th century).
Buildings

The castle buildings and earthworks of
the castle court are an assemblage that
charts the role of Dudley in national
events from the 11th to the 17th century.
Their character includes a mixture of
military and ‘stately home’, reflecting
the dual nature and changing needs of
the aristocrats who built them as they
participated in these events.

Plate 6: Dudley Castle

At present access is only provided to the ground floor of all but the
castle keep. These areas would have been the storage and workroom
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areas of undercrofts, as well as the
kitchens and servery areas. The
spaces at first and second floor level,
which are mainly inaccessible at
present, were the more prestigious
spaces, including the great hall, long
gallery and the great chamber and
chapel. Indeed a progression from the
logia through the northern entrance to
the great hall (which would have been
covered by a screens passage with
minstrel’s gallery above, approaching
the dais at the southern end of the hall
and entering first the great chamber
and then the chapel would provide an
experience of a progress between
spaces of increasing prestige within
the castle.

Plate 7: The Sharrington Range

Similarly, access to the first floor of the gatehouse has the potential to
provide illustration of how the defences of the castle, including murder
holes and portcullises would have been used to control entry to the
castle’s inner court.
The buildings are stone making considerable use of the Wenlock
Limestone of the hill but also with imported sandstone to provide more
intricate architectural details or squared stone for quoins, which are an
important feature of the towers and bay windows for the Sharrington
Range and part of the architectural style developed during the 16th
century.
The entrance through the
tunnel-like gateways provide
a sense of drama, reflecting
both its defensive function
and the more theatrical role
of the space as enhanced by
John de Sutton VI in the late
15th century.
Later structures within the
castle courtyard included
sections of the western
Plate 8: Gateway to the Castle
perimeter
wall,
which
th
th
appears to have been rebuilt in the later 18 or 19 centuries and the
stable block, apparently built after the Civil War and infilling an area of
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demolished curtain wall. These remain important buildings, providing
evidence of the use of the castle in these centuries as a country house
and, later, as a romantic ruin.
Activity
The castle courtyard is now a part of the zoo but includes its own
interpretation centre focused on the history of the castle and the
significance of its buildings. As part of the zoo the courtyard provides
an attractive picnic space, with space for shows and events. Tourists
are able to explore the castle ruins to an extent, including climbing the
castle keep, whilst the remains of the 17th century stable block have
been reused to house a modern ‘tavern’, providing visitors with
refreshment.
Historically
this
area would have
been the focus of
the life of the
castle, combining
the roles of courtly
display,
military
activity and, to an
extent
the
administration of
the barony. The
Castle motte and
keep have an
Plate 9: Dudley Pageant in the 1950s
important function
as
a
viewing
place to look over the castle and zoo and the landscape beyond.
4.1.2 Character Area 2 - The Outer Court
Including the deep ditch and a terrace surrounding the inner court of
the castle this is now part of the zoological gardens including buildings
providing refreshments and teaching
spaces as well as a number of animal
enclosures (Figure 13). Several of these
buildings are part of the group of Tecton
structures including the Queen Mary
Ballroom (now the Oak Café), the former
Penguin Café (now the Discovery Centre),
the Meerkat enclosure, Sea Lion pools and
Elephant House. Structures representing
the earlier history of the castle include the
Plate 10: The former Penguin Cafe (Cafe
No. 2), now the Discovery Centre
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walls and watchtower of the garden
terrace,
and
the
Elizabethan
gatehouse, whilst a small 18th century
cottage may represent a site
manager’s house constructed after
the fire and abandonment of the
castle.
The great ditch surrounding the
castle’s inner court has been reused
to accommodate the Sea Lion Pool
and Penguin enclosure, emphasising
the fall of ground from the
surrounding terrace. To the south the
garden terrace provides a less used
area but allows views out from the
zoo over Dudley Town Centre, or
southwards towards Kates Hill, again
providing an experience of the rapid
change in levels that made this a
defensive position, as well as
illustrating the role of the castle as the
administrative centre for the adjacent
Plate 11 from top: Queen Many
town in the Middle Ages.
The Restaurant; Cottage and the Seatriangular promontory to the north of Lion Pool
the castle has been partly covered by
the Queen Mary Ballroom building and is also covered by dense
woodland, this large area retains potential for survival of archaeological
remains of ancillary buildings and spaces associated with the castle,
either during the middle ages or the post-medieval period. Now
covered in trees, in the early 20th century this was a more open space
allowing views out over the surrounding landscape including the
surrounding spaces of the zoo. It is likely that it was from this area that
the Royalist cavalry sallied during the first Civil War siege of Dudley
Castle, riding from the north gate along Castle Hill to head off the
Roundheads at Tipton Green.
Spaces
Historically this area is likely to have contained ancillary buildings and
spaces that would have supported the occupation of the castle. The
steep fall of ground to the east, south and west make this a defensible
area, with just a narrow neck of more level land connecting it to
Coneygre Hill to the north. This is overshadowed by the triangular
promontory to the north of the castle, which may have been enhanced
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to provide an outer defence either in the Middle Ages or during the 17th
century. That the Sharrington Range included the northern gateway,
communicating with this area suggests it was used for subsidiary
functions at least by the mid 16th century.
To the east and west the outer court forms only a narrow terrace
running along the outer edge of the castle ditch, broadened to the west
by the former ‘Penguin’ Café, raised above the slope. The path running
along the eastern terrace once continued all the way along the hilltop to
the north running towards the canal wharves and may be the southern
end of one of the tramways from mineral workings on the eastern
slopes of the hill. The eastern section of the castle ditch contains a
series of water gardens, with artificial waterfalls, possibly constructed
as part of the 1930s development of the zoo, but now one of the less
intensively used zoo exhibits. This creates a tranquil space that is a
relaxing break between the more intensive areas to the north and
south.
The broad area outside the inner court’s north gate is dominated by the
two Tecton structures of the former Queen Mary Ballroom (now the
Oak Kitchen) and the Sea Lion Enclosure. The latter is made more
exciting by the experience of walking over the pools on the bridge into
the northern gateway of the castle. However, the platforms along the
pool’s southern edge appear to be in poor condition and may require
remedial works to ensure their preservation. This is a hard surfaced
environment but is enclosed by tall trees, which provide greenery.
The area south of the castle, by contrast, is more open with extensive
views from the southern edge of the area over the lower slopes of the
hill and across the valley to Kates Hill or over the plain to Tividale to the
east and over the town centre to the west. Trees provide some
enclosure to the area to the east and west. The terraced garden area
in the south was certainly in existence by the early 18th century and is
thought to be formed of 16th century additions to the castle, possibly
replacing earlier uses, representing an addition by John Dudley. This
was a period of growing interest in the creation of formal gardens.
However this area is somewhat concealed on the edge of the area by
hedgerows, whilst the Elizabethan gatehouse in the west is also set off
the main routes through the zoological gardens. This area would have
formed a forecourt to the castle during the Middle Ages (between an
outer gateway and the triple gateway), which would have been the
main route of approach to the inner court. This is dominated by the
Castle Keep and gatehouse barbican providing an illustration of how
the castle’s defences would have been experienced in the Middle
Ages. In actuality these spaces are larger than they appear but have
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been subdivided by fences and buildings for the zoo, as well as the
lines of tree planting that tend to foreshorten views through it.
Some of the paths running through this area are likely to be of
medieval origin, representing the approach to the castle from the town,
whilst others may have been added after the slighting of the castle to
provide the gentler climb up the hill that would have been more
manageable for horse-drawn carriages.
Buildings
The Tecton buildings are showcased within this space forming a string
of modernist gems surrounding the medieval castle. Their long, low
lines are contrasted with the tall structures of the castle helping to
differentiate the old and new and preventing a competition for
prominence. The Tecton buildings and animal enclosures provide a
focus for the area’s architectural character. However, both the Elephant
House and the former Penguin Café are in need of maintenance and
improved use. The condition of the former cafe in particular is
worsened by the shade of surrounding trees that make this a dark
location, whilst the building has been substantially altered to enclose
the former open fronted shelter to create teaching rooms. The Queen
Mary Ballroom forms a focal building in the northern part of the outer
court with its entrance emphasised by an oversized arch. It may have
been designed to provide a viewing point to look north east and north
west over the zoo from the high vantage point, although over seventy
years of tree growth has now blocked these views.
The outer gateway, ‘watch tower’ and the walls of the terrace on the
southern edge of the outer court are thought to illustrate the 16th
century additions to the castle. Whilst the gateway may at one point
have controlled access to the castle forecourt its position at the top of a
very steep slope suggests it would never have been a practical route of
entry for horse drawn vehicles and might be considered more as a
Tudor garden feature, evoking a sense of medieval pageantry, than a
practical entrance to the castle. A small cottage next to the Elizabethan
outer gatehouse is thought to date from the 18th century, forming a
caretaker’s house. Its vernacular detailing and homely scale stands in
contrast to the majestic structures of the castle or the futuristic style of
the Tecton buildings.
Views
The forecourt area provides a terrace with views over the Black
Country and the town centre, helping to illustrate the function of the
castle as a means of controlling these areas and, particularly, the
connection of the castle and market place areas (Figure 14).
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Views looking down into the
penguin and sea lion enclosures
help to emphasise the presence
and depth and of the castle moat
and reflect the use of the castle’s
topography by the early 20th
century planners of the zoo to add
to the spectacle of the animals.
The castle walls and ruins form the
focal features of many views,
although softened by the mature
tree growth on the banks. The
motte and ruins of the keep, as well
as the Triple gateway are important
focal features, reflecting their
historic design to dominate the
forecourt in particular.
Landscape and Greenery
This is a sylvan area due to the
surrounding mature trees, as well
as the unmown grassed slopes of
the castle moat with the lawns in
the south providing a more
maintained parkland character. The
forecourt area is open with just a
few trees surrounding it. These
partially screen the terrace to the
south from view, which is a pity as
this conceals some the historic
interest of the area. The tall trees
also create a sense of enclosure,
whilst the northwest area is more
thickly tree covered. Unfortunately
this disguises the extent of the
Inner Court, which, as a result, is
difficult to recognise as a part of
the castle enclosure. The trees
covering the slopes of the moat,
running up to the castle, have
formed a part of the romantic
setting of the castle since the late
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Plate 12: Views from top of Dudley
Castle

17th century.
A small statue commemorating the zoo’s elephants forms a small focal
feature just outside the Triple Gate.
Activity
This is the upper area of the zoo. There are fewer animal enclosures in
this area than the lower slopes, although the Sea Lions and Penguins
are important draws. As a result it is a less busy and more relaxed
area.
The space between the sea lion enclosure and Queen Mary
Restaurant forms an area in which people congregate and includes a
small picnic area although this does not have the scenic quality of the
castle courtyard or its extensive lawns as sitting areas. In the south the
refurbished 1950s chair lift creates an arrival point for those using this
means to reach the hilltop.
4.1.3 Character Area 3 - The lower slopes of the castle
This area now forms the main focus of the zoological gardens,
including the entrances from Castle Hill (road) and the new car parks
(Figure 13). It contains several of the Tecton buildings, which act as
landmarks as well as more open animal enclosures, with subsidiary
buildings of less architectural interest. The area has a generally sylvan
quality, particularly in the north and west, with tree cover running up the
slopes of the hill and merging with that of the castle hill or Coneygre
woodlands to the north. The path running through the southern part of
the area (following the bottom of the hill) preserves the historic course
of Caste Hill (road) up to its junction with Castle Street. Running north
from this route, the path running to the east of the hill may have
originated as a mineral tramway serving stores cavern, which lies
under the slopes of the hill. Part of this route was used as a miniature
railway running into the woodlands to the north during the 20th century.

Spaces
The arrival into the zoo from Castle Hill (the road) or the new entrance
from the car parks to the east brings visitors into this area first. The
space wraps around and climbs the lower slopes of the castle and is
the main focus of the zoos animal enclosures and buildings. The path
looping around the foot of the hill and those running off to the north are
of, at least, Victorian origin, whilst several may represent the end of
industrial era railways (probably horse-drawn) associated with the
limestone mines. Stores Cavern and Bear Pit Cavern are both located
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Plate 13: Victorian path looping around
the foot of the Castle

in this area. Stores Cavern could be
made accessible again with level
access from the path in the east,
providing interpretation of the hill’s
industrial history and geological interest,
but also with potential for a
subterranean exhibit of the zoo. Bear Pit
Cavern was filled in during the 1980s
and it is unlikely it will be possible to reexcavate it.

The area around the entrance structures is open and light, as is the
hilltop area just to the west of the Lion enclosure and the large open
spaces of the chimpanzee enclosure. The area of the bear pit is also a
large open space although fringed by mature woodland creating a
strong sense of enclosure. This creates a series of small fields on the
western slopes separated by bands of trees.
In the west, the area is heavily wooded with a strong sense of
enclosure and a positive sylvan character. The amphitheatre-like
structure of the Barbary Goat enclosure is notable as a reuse of one of
the crown holes formed by collapsed mine workings.
The boundaries of the zoological gardens, notably the high boundary
walls to the south and east, provide separation from the surrounding
areas, that help to define the zoo as a distinct space, limiting views out
of the space from the lower slopes, whilst the woodlands foreshorten
views out from other areas contributing to the sense of enclosure and
separation from the surrounding urban area.
Buildings
The Tecton buildings are spread around this area, having both a
shared character through their use of cast reinforced concrete
construction but also displaying a number of highly contrasting
approaches to the creation of animal housing. These include the
circular enclosures of the polar bear pit, with spectator stands above
the animals, the internal space of the circular tropical bird house, in
which visitors walked amongst the animals but in a building that stands
almost on stilts above its surrounds, and the raised walkway of the
bear ravine providing views over the more open space of the bear pit
enclosure. The concrete construction of these buildings was finely
detailed in textured concrete, whilst they are notable for the continuous
moulded handrails. The curving lines of the buildings provide a feature
of uniformity in the design of these highly original buildings. The
smaller refreshment stand buildings help to form groups with the larger
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structures that contribute to the sense of a stronger architectural
character, than individual buildings seen in isolation might provide. The
Flamingo Café, Flamingo Pool and
entrance canopies form another strong
group of these buildings that greets
visitors entering the zoo.
The Chair Lift is an interesting period
piece that reflects the mid-20th century
character of the Castle as a tourist
attraction. It forms part of the nature of
the zoo as an example of the quickly
Plate 14: The (original) Entrance to
Dudley Zoo
constructed architecture associated with
‘leisure landscapes’ of the early 20th century.
The small octagonal stone lodge between the entrance canopies and
former café was probably built in the early 19th century at the same
time as the improvements to the road up Castle Hill and the
construction of the boundary wall to the south, both features providing
greater control of access to the castle hill, which had become an
important economic resource and an industrial area.
Landscape and Greenery
Mature trees provide shade and enclosure and form the sylvan
character that provides a timeless quality to parts of the zoo and help
to tie together the futuristic Tecton Buildings and medieval and Early
Modern buildings of the castle. The heavily wooded character of the
western and northern parts of this area provides an interesting
transition from the more open areas to the south and east that is a part
of the journey through the zoo.
The paths through the area provide natural routes around the foot of
the castle and climbing the slopes to the ridge that connects the castle
to Coneygre Hill to the north. The animal enclosures and aviaries on
either side provide definition to the paths, along with low stone or
painted concrete retaining walls to banks, making the paths into
sunken lanes running through the sylvan landscape.
Views
The long curving paths and enclosure by surrounding woodland
foreshorten views through the western and northern parts of the area
with a series of unfolding views that have the Tecton Buildings and
other zoo structures as their focus. In the south the views up to the
castle (particularly from the path that was historically the main road
through Dudley) are important and help to illustrate the castle’s
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strategic role in
commanding
the
routes across the
ridge of hills. The
more open spaces
and
longer,
straighter routes of
paths through the
eastern part of this area provide longer views. The
platforms of the Bear Enclosures form a focus to
some of these, framing the enclosure with the tropical
bird house forming a prominent features on the
horizon above seen from the twisting paths climbing
the hill. Its balconies offer visitors the experience of
walking above the lion enclosure underneath.
Activity
This area contains the majority of the zoo’s animal
enclosures, and housing as well as the entrance with its gift shop. As a
result it tends to be the busiest part of the Conservation Area and a
focus for tourists. This is emphasised by the noisy area of the small
fairground just inside the zoo entrance, as well as the activity around
the small petting farm just to the north.
4.1.4 Character Area 4 - Lower Castle Street
This small area was formerly part of the zoological gardens property
representing a combined management that had had lasted since at
least the 1830s when the eastern part of Castle Street was cut off from
its westwards continuation by the construction of the new route of
Castle Hill (road) (Figure 13). Historically the entrance to Lower Castle
Street was marked by a stone wall and gatepiers, making this
separation clearer, but also providing a more defined approach to the
castle. The buildings of the former Estate Offices are imposing
structures, reflecting the authority of the Earl as the major landowner,
whilst the adjacent estate cottages are of high quality but clearly
differentiated by their materials, providing a visible hierarchical
relationship between employer and employees. The area also includes
the small vicarage of St Edmund’s Church built, forming part of a group
with the church and former church school opposite (now the Dudley
Mosque). Sadly the route through this area into the castle and
zoological gardens is now blocked, breaking the historic link between
the town and its castle.
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Plate 15:
The
residents of
Dudley Zoo

Spaces
Buildings running along Castle Hill (the road) and the end of Castle
Street cut off by The Broadway, which forms a narrow street. This
represents part of the town’s medieval street plan, as well as the
enclave created by the Earl in the early 19th century. The route
continues to the east within the grounds of the zoo. The more open
spaces of the car park in the east of this area also fail to provide
definition of the former line of the road.
Building in this area are shut off from Castle Hill (the road) by the high
boundary wall that continues to the east as the boundary of the zoo
and represents an important phase of replanning of the town’s street
plan in the early 19th century to provide better definition of the Earl’s
estate grounds, including the industrial complex of the hill’s limestone
workings. The entrance to the space from the Broadway retains the
character of a street due to the strong frontage of the terraced cottages
and equally strong frontage of the Fellows public house as well as the
modern wrought iron gate piers that have replaced the historic stone
ones recorded in photographs of Castle Street taken in the early 20th
century.
Buildings
The buildings are highly varied in their styles and uses, although they
suggest an estate hub including the offices, workers’ housing and
vicarage all dating from the early 19th century and representing
reorganisation of the road network of the eastern end of the town
centre and concentration of the Earl’s estate management in an area
that could be separated from the daily activity of the town. The style of
The Fellows Public House, formerly the Earl’s estate offices, reflects
the character of the Castle’s 16th century buildings, with parapeted
gables, battlemented to reflect the military character of the castle.
These seem to provide an overt connection between the old and new
buildings of the Earl’s estate. The red brick and fluted cement lintels
and keystones of the estate workers cottages are distinctive of the
early 19th century buildings in the town centre. They provide a high
level of quality suggesting these were senior employees of the estate.
The buildings are of a mixed one and two-storey scale with a fall in
scale from the townhouses on the western part of Castle Street,
suggesting a lower density in the area of the estate hub, that provides
a transition from the busy, built up town centre to the sylvan setting of
the castle and hilltop.
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Activity
The former estate cottages and vicarage retains a residential character
as a leafy area of the town centre’s edge that has persisted since the
early 19th century.
Use of the ‘Fellows’ as a pub and restaurant has increased use of the
area, creating more activity and making the architectural interest of the
building more publicly accessible, as it would have done when it was
the estate offices.
Views
The view along Castle Street towards the Market Place emphasises
the continuation of the street as part of the town’s medieval street plan.
The views east into the castle grounds is framed by the historic office
and cottages view of the greenery of the castle hill with the watchtower
above.
4.1.5 Character Area 5 - Coneygre Hill

Plate 16: The remains of the industrial landscape of
Castle Hill

Now covered by woodlands, Coneygre
Hill formed part of the medieval warren
associated with the castle and its
hunting park to the west (Figure 13).
The transformation of the area as an industrial landscape is seen in the
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deep trenches cut into the limestone on its surface, whilst caves
communicating with the caverns beneath are hidden in their depths
and often amongst dense foliage. The rock faces left exposed provide
views of the limestone strata containing the fossil wealth that makes
the hill top a site of great scientific interest. They are also studded with
trees and ferns where nature has taken back the former industrial land,
creating a landscape of great beauty where it is clear of denser
undergrowth. Paths winding between the ravines are likely to represent
the former mineral tramways that served the workings, but are thought
to have been used by the Earl of Dudley in the 19th century to create
scenic carriage drives. The lack of beneficial use of the area, with
attendant passive surveillance, has resulted in antisocial behaviour
within the area, which can lead to a detrimental impact upon its
character.
Spaces
This is a single large heavily
wooded space criss-crossed by
footpaths and broken up by the
deep ravines of the quarry
trenches and crown holes of
collapsed mine workings. The hill
is verdant with semi-natural
woodland and in places this forms
an attractive woodland character, Plate 17: Woodland character of
Castle Hill
particularly on the eastern side of
the hill surrounding the ‘Great Trench’ and following the ridge-top path
that runs the length of the hill.
The main north – south paths running along the tops or between the
ravines are well metalled and were already evident on the 1880s
Ordnance Survey maps. The long and gently curving lines following the
contours or run up gentle inclines, some of which are embanked (some
have become more sinuous due to the need to run round collapsed
workings). This suggests they represent former plate ways (rails used
by horse drawn wagons) as tramways to carry limestone down to the
kilns and canal wharves to the north east. They have resisted the
incursion of sapling and other vegetation providing attractive walks.
The ravines are highly atmospheric spaces, with steep sides often
formed by dramatic rock faces of the Silurian limestone (including fossil
deposits such as trilobites and corals) with outcrops of ferns that also
have a prehistoric feel and contribute to the ‘lost world’ character. The
tree canopy filters much of the sunlight reducing the development of
undergrowth. Some of the footpaths leading into the ravines appear to
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be of 20th century origins and provide a circular walk that includes
some of the most dramatic rock faces, although many of these are now
in poor condition and would be impassable to the less able bodied.
Views
The woodland generally screens views out of the area and, as such,
the sylvan character is not affected by development outside the
conservation area. The more open corridors of the paths along the tops
of the ravines provide some longer views through the woodland, which
are attractive, whilst the ravines and rock faces provide other
channelled vistas through the greenery.
Landscape
The landform is highly undulating, both because of the form of the hill’s
ridge and the deep trenches excavated into it. This influences the
course of footpaths, which generally run from north to south. The eastwest paths, some of which are simply well worn desire lines, run up the
steep slopes but are less well maintained than the older metalled
routes. The greenery of the woodlands is attractive but out of control in
places, some thinning would be desirable. The ravines with mature
trees rising up above provide an incredible sense of enclosure and
scale contributing to the ‘lost world’ character.
Activity
Since the end of the area’s use for mineral extraction it appears to
have remained as informally managed woodland used for recreation.
How formally managed this was in the past isn’t clear but the
woodlands are currently freely accessible to the public with some
management including the improved footpath for the Limestone Way
and limited evidence of tree management. Access to several ravines is
supplied by footpaths, although these are now generally in a poor
condition, with steps collapsing and fallen trees lying across routes in
several places.
The footpath leading from Gervase Drive towards Kettles Hill to the
north is now part of the Limestone Way with a series of way markers
that mark this as part of the route from Dudley to Sedgley through the
internationally significant geological highlights of the north east of the
borough. In spite of the limited evidence of work undertaken to
manage the woodlands, there is a need for significantly more,
particularly on the western side of the hill and at its northern side,
where the development of denser undergrowth has hidden some of the
evidence of antisocial behaviour including illegal and protracted
dumping of waste.
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Generally this is a tranquil area, with a high value as wildlife habitat
and of great interest to bird watchers and bat enthusiasts as well as
walkers. Some of the metalled paths are also suitable for cycling. The
area appears to be popular for mountain biking by teenagers. ,
Rough camping, including campfires is evident. Sadly there seems to
be a pattern of lighting these at the bases of or in the boles of trees,
causing damage to the trees.
Negatively, there is evidence of anti-social behaviour, including
chopping down trees or causing other damage, whilst there is
anecdotal evidence of the riding of motorbikes. The evidence of
dumping of waste is plainly visible; including what appears to be
considerable build up of ‘black sacks’ of household waste. Whole cars
have also been dumped and burnt out.
Historically the paths and ravines provided access and daylight to
some of the underground workings. This is still the case where a shaft
covered by a grill provides daylight to the junction of the Dudley Canal
and Singing Cavern.
4.1.6 Character Area 6 - Kettles Hill
Kettles Hill, at the northern end of the conservation area, is divided
from Coneygre Hill by a narrow area of grassland that marks the former
line of the brook that powered the Castle Mill and the water filled grotto
of the Castle Mill Basin (once a canal interchange receiving the Dudley
Canal tunnel, as well as the canal tunnels running to mines under
Wren’s Nest, Coneygre Hill and Kettles Hill) (Figure 13). To the north
of this gap an undulating landscape is covered by thick woodland with
a sinuous footpath running to a clearing with access to Castle Mill road
via a gateway. The undulating ground surface is the product of the
collapsed limestone mines just beneath the surface.
Spaces
The green space between Kettles Hill and Coneygre Hill has a boggy
character that is probably a remnant of the stream that once ran from
the area of Priory Park to this point where it powered the Castle Mill. It
appears the stream was diverted (probably underground to feed the
underground canal), whilst the area’s openness helps to emphasise its
special history. This was the stream of the medieval mill that belonged
to the castle and was still in evidence in the early 19th century. This
gap also provides access to the hill from Forest Drive and is an
important entry point to the conservation area from the Priory Estate,
forming the start of a natural west to east route to Peggy’s Meadow
nature reserve and leading to Castle Gate Leisure venues.
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To the north Kettle’s Hill is thickly wooded and largely inaccessible.
The limestone workings under this area appear to have been very near
the surface as it is covered with the large crown holes where they
collapsed. The sinuous footpaths lead through the area to a small
clearing in the north and the access to Castle Mill Road. This appears
to be a relatively modern route.
Castle Mill Basin lies within this area but is separated from it by high
metal hoardings that were made necessary by the dangerous activity of
youths throwing stones and firing air rifles at boaters on the canal
below. The basin is a water-filled grotto with hanging curtains of ivy
covering the rock faces between the portals of the various canal
tunnels. Within the rock faces numerous Silurian fossils can be seen. It
was originally a cavern with wharves forming an interchange for boats,
as well as a waiting area and would have been very atmospheric seen
by lamp or candlelight. The removal of the cavern roof makes it an
interesting interchange point between the Lord Ward’s Tunnel, the
Dudley Tunnel and the Wren’s Nest Tunnel or the tunnels of the Castle
Hill caverns. The heavily engineered concrete blocking of the Kettles
Hill mine portal is unfortunately stark in appearance.
Views
The heavy foliage limits views through the area. The views across the
Castle Mill Basin are highly atmospheric, being well contained by the
steep rock faces surrounding the basin, the architecture of the tunnel
portals and the verdant greenery that surrounds the basin. The rock
faces with hanging greenery and the dark openings of brick tunnel
portals with the mirror surface of the pool create a highly atmospheric
scene that has a high aesthetic value as well as considerable historic
resonance as an important part of the area’s industrial past.
Activity
There is some activity of walkers from the nearby housing estate whilst
the Limestone Way runs through this area and follows a path that has
been in existence since at least the late 19th century, possibly
representing part of an early plate way from Wren’s Nest. The Dudley
tunnel runs under this area and forms part of the network of canals
running through the borough used for leisure by boaters. Dudley Canal
Trust uses the canal tunnels and basins under this area as the focus of
their tourist attraction.
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4.1.7 The Canal Tunnels and Caverns

Plate 18: Entrances to caverns and tunnels at Castle Hill

This is a highly unusual element for a conservation area, but
nevertheless is made up of manmade structures and spaces, that have
a special historic interest and a character and appearance that are
unique in the region. The waterways unite the area with each of the
tunnels having a unique character and the Castle Mill Basin providing a
hub.
The more historic
tunnels are distinguished by
their brick linings or stone
roofs,
whilst
precipitated
calcium carbonate deposits
form
weird
beards
of
glistening wet stone on the
sides and roof of the tunnels.
The Singing Cavern is now
the most impressive space, Plate 19: View inside canal tunnel
although Dark cavern just to
the east was once even more spectacular but is currently backfilled
and so not accessible.
Spaces and structures
The tunnels and caverns are a mainly subterranean space (which is
itself very special) and, along with the caverns at Wren’s Nest, provide
the best preserved and currently the most accessible remaining
examples of the extensive areas of limestone mines that were
excavated in and around Castle Hill during the 18th, 19th and early 20th
centuries.
Singing Cavern is now the showcase attraction within the remaining
caverns and tunnels, displaying the pillar and room method used in the
excavation of the caverns with an extensive ‘hanging’ wall’ supported
on massive pillars that were left as the surrounding stone was cut out.
The sloping floor and ceiling reflect the incline of the beds of limestone
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and the hard rock forming the hanging wall or ceiling of the mine.
Although it has been necessary to provide reinforcing to the hanging
wall to prevent spalling that would be dangerous for visitors the bolts
and mesh used allow the rock to be seen and the nature of the cavern
to be fully appreciated. Singing Cavern, Cathedral arch and Hurst
Cavern all retain wharves that help to illustrate the interaction of the
mine-workings and the canal. The current extent of the accessible
cavern is only a tiny fragment of the entire network. The potential to
reopen Dark Cavern as a major tourist attraction remains but would
require very substantial investment. Similarly there is potential to
extend the accessible canal tunnels to include the Wren’s Nest Tunnel
through restoration work.
Sections of tunnels retain their historic brick lining, which preserves
their 18th and 19th century character, with layers of calcium carbonate
precipitate adding weird formations (like octopus tentacles lying over
the brick work and illustrates its age).
Views
The contained views along the tunnels are very distinctive and a
feature that has been seen by boatmen since the tunnels opened in the
18th century, creating an experience that is shared over the centuries.
They include a series of landmarks, including Cathedral arch and The
Well.
Views across Castle Mill basin have been recorded since the late 18th
century as a special view of the working combining the tunnel portals,
still water and rock walls, which are now also adorned by the hanging
foliage.
Activity
The Dudley Canal became a ‘cruise way’ during the 1960s whilst the
tunnel was preserved through the good work of the Dudley Canal
Tunnel Preservation Society. It remains an important leisure route used
mainly by tourists. The caverns are now managed by Dudley Canal
Trust, who also maintain their own tunnels as an important tourist
attraction and have recently enhanced the visitor experience with the
creation of a new Visitor Centre using HLF funding
4.1.8 Green Spaces, Trees and Natural Elements
This is a large area of green space near the heart of the Black Country
(Figure 3 & 19). The greenery helps to retain an element of the area’s
historic rural character, which was otherwise generally lost as a result
of the major industrial developments of the late 18th and 19th centuries
and subsequent mass house building in the 20th century. The greenery
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of the hilltop woodlands extends right into the castle grounds, with only
the southern and east slopes of the castle having a more parkland
character. The greenery has been an admired feature of the setting of
the castle since at least the late 17th century.
The area’s greenery is mainly formed of self-seeded, or succession
woodland that represents nature taking back the historic industrial
landscape. Some of this may have been intentionally planted by the
Earl to reclaim the former industrial land, although it has now reverted
to a semi-natural state through the low level of maintenance. There is
potential to manage this process to provide a more varied landscape
that helps to highlight the historic workings whilst providing an
attractive environment for leisure and learning.
As a large green area it forms part of a chain of green spaces that are
corridors for wildlife, notably the high concentration of species of bats
that are a special feature of both Castle Hill and Wrens Nest.
The greenery of the hillsides provides an attractive backdrop in many
views from the surrounding areas, including the adjacent Dudley Town
Centre Conservation Area.
4.1.9 Key Views and Vistas
The Castle
Views of the castle ruins from within the
courtyard and the outer court have been
appreciated since, at least the late 18th
century for the antiquarian and romantic
appeal of the castle in its ruinous state (Plate
15).
They remain highly attractive and
provide an experience of the defensive
architecture of the keep, as well as the
prestigious frontage of the Sharrington Range
and the 13th century Chapel and Great
Chamber block. The green lawns of the castle
courtyard and grassed slopes of the motte
provide an attractive foreground without any
intrusive features that would detract from the
status of these buildings as the focus of the
views. Likewise these building are seen
against a background of sky without other
intrusive features, contributing to a timeless
quality.

Figure 15: Historic illustrations of
Dudley Castle
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Views of the castle from the foot of the hill and the
immediate surroundings have been appreciated
since the late 17th century. Specific positive details
of these views include the picturesque quality of
the castle’s ruined keep in its elevated position,
commanding the landscape,
the
softness
of
the
Figure 16: View of Dudley Castle
(1891)

surrounding
well-timbered
slopes of the hill or the jutting
rocks of limestone outcrops.

The views looking out from the castle keep and
motte illustrate the strategic position and role of
the castle, controlling access to the midlands
plateau from the Severn Valley and Welsh
Marches to the west, as well as dominating the
surrounding lands of the medieval barony.
The views looking out from the castle over Dudley
Town Centre, including the view of Castle Street Figure 17: Dudley Castle
and the Market Place and bus station area from Keep (1810)
the terrace of the Outer Court, help to illustrate the
command of the castle over the
neighbouring town and may be a designed
element of this area as an historic garden
feature.
Views of the castle from further away
make an important contribution to the
identity of the wider area as a highly
distinctive
historic
landmark
that
emphasises the medieval history of the
Plate 20: View of Dudley Castle via Tower
area. The castle’s visibility from these
Street c. 1905
areas was an important part of its role as a
visible symbol of the lord’s authority. Of particular importance are the
views from within Dudley Town Centre Conservation Area, such as
those from Tower Street and the Market Place and Castle Street. The
views from the east are also important including those from Burnt Tree
Interchange and from further away along Birmingham New Road as
well as from the railway at Tipton Station, in which the castle is an
important landmark (Figure 14).
The woodlands and limestone workings
There is some evidence of appreciation of the interest of viewing the
castle from amongst the rocky crags of the Coneygre Hill trenches,
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including the collections of drawing by Louise Rayner in the later 19th
century. These are currently screened by the trees, although potential
remains to open up some longer views on the hilltop. The views
through the woodlands of the former limestone workings provide an
understanding of the scale of limestone extraction, whilst their
reclamation by nature helps to convey the considerable time elapse
that between the present and the period of the area’s past when this
industry was active. The naturalistic sylvan setting and majestic fern
studded cliffs are now of great aesthetic value.
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5.

The buildings of the conservation area

5.1

Architectural and Historic Character and Key Positive Buildings

The conservation areas buildings illustrate
three main periods of activity of both historical
and architectural interest (Figures 18 & 19).
The castle buildings present the medieval and
Early Modern history of the development of the
barony and the waxing and waning of its
fortunes, as well as providing an important
example of the architecture of medieval
fortification and aristocratic housing between
the 12th and 16th centuries (Figure 8). The
Plate 21: Ogee window at Dudley Castle
1830s development of the Fellows Club (the
former estate offices) with the associated early 19th century housing
and other structures near the Castle Street entrance to the castle forms
a discrete area representing a reinstatement of the role of the castle
area as the focus of the Earl’s estate administration after a hiatus of
about 80 years after the fire that destroyed the castle’s accommodation
ranges. The 1930s zoo buildings are an exceptional collection of
modernist buildings, providing a nationally important collection of the
work of the Tecton Partnership, including some of the country’s most
renowned early 20th century architects and structural engineers and an
important movement in the architecture of buildings for leisure and
recreation that continued to be influential for a large part of the
remainder of the 20th century.
The medieval buildings are unified by their massive proportions and
masonry, which is mainly composed of the Silurian limestone of the hill
itself. Within the servery, a Norman arch (probably of 12th century
construction) provides the earliest building remains within the castle.
The castle keep, with its (originally four) corner towers, represents an
archaic form of castle building for the late 13th century (cylindrical
keeps had become more common by the late 12th century). This
suggests that its design was chosen for more than purely military
functions. The gatehouse also includes military aspects, such as
murder holes and strong corner turrets, as well as elements that
appear to have been designed more for display such as the 15th
century barbican towers and arch. The ogee arched window of the
chapel stands out as a distinctive detail and one of the few decorative
features of the 13th and 14th century structures. The Great Chamber
and chapel preserve evidence of the domestic accommodation of the
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Figure 18: Buildings and Structures
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Figure 19: Castle Hill Conservation Area
Key Historic Townscape & Landscape
Features
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castle in the 13th and 14 the centuries, although the keep and
gatehouse would also have had a residential function – the keep
providing all the principal rooms of another large house. The great hall
may also retain elements of the medieval hall, albeit encased within the
additions of Sir William Sharrington.
Sharrington’s ranges provide evidence of the period of influence of
John Dudley when the Castle was the residence of the most powerful
man in the country. Whilst the architecture is not clearly of anything
other than English Tudor style, the addition of the terrace to the front of
the hall is a highly unusual addition that appears to represent the Italian
influence suggested by Dudley’s sponsorship of John Shute to travel to
Italy to study the architecture. The gabled roofline, multi-storeyed bay
windows and stair towers are all recognisably 16th century ‘Tudor
‘architectural features.
Within the castle grounds the small cottage next to the ‘Elizabethan’
gate is of more vernacular style, possibly built from the reused building
materials of the castle and suggesting a less formal approach to the
management of the estate’s buildings. Its position relates to the period
before the redirection of Castle Hill and Castle Street to their more
southerly course when this building would have stood next to the main
entrance to the castle from the public roads, possibly acting as a gate
lodge in the late 18th century.
The design of the 1830s Estate Offices at Castle Street appears to be
consciously linked to that of the castle’s buildings in order to reflect the
continuity of ownership and power, but perhaps also adopting a robust
form of construction reflecting insecurity among landholders at a time
of political and social unrest – this was the time of Chartism and the
Black Country was a heartland of the movement. The 19th century
cottages are less formally connected with the castle and suggest a
different hierarchical position for their occupants, living within the
shadow of the castle but not a part of its prestige. Nevertheless these
would have been the homes of some of the more senior estate
employees given status through the provision of large and wellappointed cottages and a measure of protection through their position
within the enclosure of the estate yard.
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Plate 22: Remains of Victorian Path
within Dudley Zoo

Plate 23: Dudley Castle Lower
(Octagonal) Lodge

St Edmund’s vicarage stands out for the tall, semicircular arch headed
windows and forms part of a group of church buildings that also
includes the church and the school across the road. The gatehouse
lodge at the foot of Castle Hill is a more vernacular building, using
stone to create a robust structure, whilst the octagonal lodge is a
diminutive structure, suggesting the servile status of its historic
occupant, whilst the shape set it apart from normal cottages. The
stone of its walls is the same as of the long boundary wall of the castle
and zoo, which is probably contemporary with it. Many of the low
retaining walls alongside the footpaths that run through the zoo
grounds appear to have been constructed during the 19th century as
part of the use of the hill as pleasure grounds. They are recognisable
by the use of stone for the walling.
The Dudley Canal Tunnel and the mines are built structure in many
ways and are also be considered as positive features of the
conservation area in addition to being a Scheduled Ancient Monument.
Again the use of locally produced handmade brick in an important
feature of their historic character, helping to reveal their age of
construction.
The zoo buildings represent a clear
and conscious break with the
building traditions of the past
(Figure 20). They were ostensibly
designed to have a low profile, i.e.
with few overt vertical elements and
with long horizontal lines that tie
them into the contours of the hillside
to avoid competing for prominence
with the castle. They are, however,
showpiece buildings that were
intended to illustrate the early 20th
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Plate 24:
Tecton
Buildings

Top – The
entrance

Bottom –
Bear Ravine.

century as a time of new ideas, scientific innovation and greater
freedom for people to seek out entertainment and spectacle. Whilst
they would be buildings of special interest individual, for their
contribution to the development of British architecture in the early 20th
century, as a collection they have been recognised by the World
Monument Fund as of international interest.
5.2

Building Materials, Colours and Texture
The Castle buildings: These are now seen as ruins but in some cases it
is possibly to imagine their appearance as they would have been when
constructed. The older 13th, 14th and 15th century structures would have
originally been rendered with lime mortar and possibly painted using
whitewash. They would have included pitched tile roofs to buildings
possibly with lead caps to towers. Nevertheless, the use of limestone
rubble stonework is now a consistent element of their appearance. This
has also been used in low retaining walls to banks throughout the zoo,
which help to provide a high quality element of their appearance, tying
them into the history of stone quarrying on the hill. However, the finer
stonework, made using sandstone imported from one of the barony’s
other holdings were made to be seen and would not have been
rendered over. The 16th century Sharrington Range may always have
been intended to be seen as a stone building without a covering of
render, given the use of dressed stone quoins as an element of
architectural ornament.
19th century buildings: The Fellows Public house was probably
designed to be sympathetic with the buildings of the Sharrington range
using render rather than stone walling, however, with an embattled
stone parapet. Its windows are casements with substantial timber
mullions, echoing the style of the castle’s windows (which of course
had stone mullions) the buildings are in fact unusual in having natural
slate roofs rather than the more
common clay tiles reflecting the
influence of canal transport on
the availability of such materials.
The adjacent cottages have
fluted cement keystones and
lintels, which are a distinctive
feature of buildings, constructed
in the town centre in the early
19th century, whilst the buildings’
red brick is locally distinctive and
provide a warm tone to the area.
It is laid in Flemish Bond (an
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Plate 25: The Fellows Public House

expensive bond requiring a large quantity of brick), which represents
both a high quality of workmanship and has a high aesthetic quality. An
ornate semi-circular arch to the front door distinguishes the largest of
the cottages, suggesting this was a more senior employee’s house.
St Edmund’s Vicarage is a classic small vicarage in the mid-19th
century manner. Built as a symmetrical double-fronted building with
sash windows and semi-circular arched heads in red brick. The
windows, including the detailing of the window heads are similar to
some of the detailing of St Edmund’s Church and this is probably
intentional to reflect their connection.
Zoo buildings: The ferro-concrete construction of the Tecton buildings
emphasising clean modern architecture as a break with the vernacular
materials of the past (Figure 20). Lubetkin used these to form
sweeping curvaceous lines that are reminiscent of the shapes of
earthworks and the landform of the castle and even some of the castle
buildings, such as the drum towers of the keep, but contrasting with the
more angular elements. Details such as handrails were designed as a
part of the buildings and are of consistent design between buildings,
helping to draw them together as a single group. However the
concrete is not without texture and was moulded to have a ridged
surface that may add to its strength but also contributes a suitable play
of light and shadow across the frontage that is a positive aesthetic
effect. The use of glazed tile of the Tropical Bird House and part of the
Polar Bear Pit has a similar effect – these are not dull concrete
buildings. The materials also include unpainted galvanised steel and
aluminium chosen as a new material that allowed the metal to show
through without requiring a protective coat of paint, which would have
been innovative and ‘clean’ when it was first used. The renovation of
the zoo buildings is allowing some of the paint to be stripped back
allowing the buildings to be re-presented in a more authentic manner,
displaying the materials of their construction as they were intended to.
Not all the zoo buildings were of concrete construction. In the north
west of the zoo, limestone rubble was used to create the wild goat

Plate 26: Tecton Buildings (from left to right) Bear Ravine and the Tropical Birdhouse

72

Figure 20: Dudley Zoo
Tecton Buildings
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terraces and housing within a crown hole of a collapsed mining working
at the very southern tip of Dark Cavern. Limestone rubble was also
used to build retaining walls to either side of many of the paths through
the zoo, providing a sense of unity with the castle ruins.
Listed Buildings
o The Castle buildings are listed Grade I as a group
o The Tecton buildings are listed Grade II and II*
o The Fellows public house and 2 The Broadway (former Zoo
Offices) are listed Grade II
o Nos.6,7 and 7a The Broadway are listed Grade II
o No.7 Castle Hill, the Octagonal former lodge building is listed
Grade II
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6.

Key issues and opportunities for enhancement
Throughout the survey and consultation undertaken for this appraisal a
number of issues were identified that detract from or threaten the
special interest of the conservation area or positive features of its
character and appearance. These represent a risk for the conservation
area or may already detract from its special interest. However, few are
presently irreversible and with positive management they may provide
opportunities to both enhance and better reveal the area’s significance
and generate additional benefits for the people of Dudley.
Poor condition of the woodlands
The woodlands at Castle Hill are publicly accessible and contribute to
the historic and archaeological interest of the conservation area, as
well as providing a positive aesthetic element of the landscape and an
area of wildlife habitat of strategic importance. However, on the
numerous occasions they were visited during the preparation of this
appraisal the evidence of fly-tipping in the woodlands, including large
numbers of black sacks (apparently of domestic refuse) was clearly
visible. This has a serious negative impact on the environment of the
woodland but also on their attractiveness for positive use by local
residents and visitors to Dudley. This requires remedial action as a
‘clean-up’ operation but may also require a mixture of preventative
action and possibly prosecution of persistent perpetrators.
Several paths through the woodlands are now nearly impassable even
to the most able bodied and are in need of improvement and general
maintenance. The 20th century concrete steps introduced in some
areas are no longer functional or have collapsed entirely. There is also
urgent need to curb anti-social behaviour in the woodlands in order to
make them a space that people are willing and interested in using.
These issues do not fall within enhancements of the conservation area
but are necessary maintenance of the woodlands as public open space
that should contribute to the health and wellbeing of the people of
Dudley (and the Priory and Wren’s Nest Estates in particular) and the
quality of their environment.
However they do have resource
implications. Where possible the community could be invited to
provide their time to assist in the management of the woodlands
perhaps in the form of a friends group, not only to reduce the resource
issues but also to develop greater sense of ownership and to generate
more beneficial use and oversight.
Improving the routes that cross the hill as a priority to encourage their
use to walk from the new car parks at Castle Fields to the east around
the north end of the hill to Priory Park, with improved surfaces and
75

signage could represent a ‘quick win’ to encourage more positive use.
There is also potential to use the paths through the woods to provide
attractive routes that connect other destinations that people are likely to
move between, e.g. new housing areas north of Castle Mill Road and
the town centre, the Castle Gate Leisure facilities, or the Zoo, Living
History Museum and Canal Trust sites (the paths that follow the
courses of the former plate ways were built to join these three sites and
ran through the woodlands).
As a more extreme measure there is an option to explore the potential
to expand the zoo to take in more of the woodland, providing
necessary management and ensuring positive use and appreciation of
the limestone quarry ravines, and attractive woodland landscape with
the potential to provide additional space for the collection in attractive
woodland surroundings with the cliffs providing an additional scenic
attraction as well as a teaching resource that emphasises their
paleontological interest.
The preparation of a Conservation Management and Maintenance Plan
for the Castle Hill Woodlands needs to be prioritized in order to cover
the future management and enhancement of the Woodlands.
Zoo buildings and routes
Several of the new zoo buildings appear very temporary in nature and
do not have the architectural quality of the Tecton buildings and, in
some cases appear to intrude into views of listed buildings and the
castle’s earthworks. It is recognised they may be necessary to support
the zoo’s role in presenting the collection to the public, and provide
public benefits, but it is hoped that they can be enhanced or replaced in
time.
Buildings in Need of Repair and/or Maintenance
Key buildings requiring maintenance and in some cases new positive
uses include the Elephant House, The Tropical Bird House, and the
former Penguin Café (now the Discovery Centre). The Tecton Buildings
present particular difficulties for repair. The methods used to repair the
Polar Bear pit and ravine enclosure during the 1980s is now frowned
upon and involved replacing a considerable amount of the original
building fabric. However Dudley Zoological Gardens, with support from
the Heritage Lottery Fund, have recently been successful in developing
methodologies to repair Tecton buildings undertaking successful repair
of the former Safari Café, the entrance gates and canopies the Bear
Ravine and the adjacent refreshment stand shelter (Kiosk No.1).
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There is now need for repair and maintenance of the castle buildings,
particularly the Sharrington Range. Evidence of colonisation by
invasive plants can be seen from the outer court.
Loss of Key Historic Buildings
The Penguin Pool, one of the Tecton buildings was demolished in 1979
due to deterioration resulting from the effects of salt water on the
concrete structure.
Need for tree management
Self seeded woodland means that trees within the zoo are blocking
views to and from the Tecton buildings or views of the castle
structures; this is particularly notable at the former Queen Mary
Ballroom. A tree management strategy, prepared through consultation
with the Council would help to promote a strategic programme of work
and reduce the need for repeated notification of the Council of works to
trees in the conservation area. This could set out a ten-year
programme of management to maintain a healthy and attractive tree
stock that provides a wooded parkland character and an Arcadian
setting to the zoo and castle that will support its economic activity as a
major visitor attraction.
The woodlands of Coneygre Hill and Kettle’s Hill are in need of
significant tree maintenance work to make these safe and accessible
areas for the public. A tree management strategy is also needed for
these areas with a medium term program to expand ‘safe’ areas and
create corridors of well-maintained woodland that are attractive for
footpaths users and encourage wider access to the woodlands.
Negative impacts in the setting to the conservation area
A small number of buildings in the setting of the conservation area
have a negative impact on its character and appearance. The
Hippodrome Theatre is seen in certain views as a blocky rectilinear
silhouette with an unrelieved long elevation standing directly behind the
listed former Safari Café (now the entrance, gift shop).
Cavendish House also stands out as a negative building seen in views
from the terrace of the Outer Court and from the Castle Keep, again as
a dark rectilinear mass that dominates its setting and blocking views to
the more traditional 19th and early 20th century housing at Kates Hill
beyond.
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Separation from the Market Place at Castle Street
The busy route of the Broadway now cuts across the line of Castle
Street, creating a physical and psychological barrier for pedestrians to
use the historic route to reach the castle and breaking the connection
between the castle and town centre. This is exacerbated by the lack
of adequate signage to the castle whilst the absence of a public
entrance to the castle via Castle Street seriously detracts from
significance derived from the historic connection between both heritage
assets. This also affects the potential economic benefits that might
accrue to the town centre and zoo through better connection and
access. This is exacerbated by the loss of the grandiose formal
gateway that once marked the route
to the castle. Whilst managing visitor
access and encouraging visitors into
their gift shop is an important
economic requirement for the zoo
technological solutions could still
help to ensure that visitors could
leave and re-enter the zoo via an
entrance at Castle Street.
Plate 27: The existing barrier between the
Zoo and the town looking towards St.
Edmund’s Church, Castle Street

Maintenance and interpretation of the Chapel, Great Chamber and the
Sharrington Range
Opportunities to restore access to the logia and great hall, great
chamber and chapel would significantly enhance visitors’ experiences
of the buildings and understanding of how the upper floors functioned.
Restoring a sense of the layout and functions of the undercrofts and
kitchens could help to demonstrate the contrast between life upstairs
and downstairs within the castle and Tudor ‘Palace’. This might also
help to emphasise the importance of the views out from these rooms
as part of the experience of the castle, including those looking
eastward from the great bay window in the great hall. This would also
make a significant positive contribution to visitor experience of the
castle, encouraging greater use of this area and longer stays.
Sub-division of the outer court area
The outer gateway, wall and watchtower are largely screened from
view from the outer court area by foliage or the temporary structures at
the terrace garden thereby resulting in a lack of appreciation or use of
this area. This is likely to have been a formal garden during the 16th
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century and offers potential for enhancement by recreating some of the
character of this area as part of the formal setting of the castle as it
would have been during the visit of Elizabeth I in the 1570s. The
experience of approaching the castle through the outer gateway under
the watchful presence of the keep and entering the castle through the
triple gateway could be emphasised by better signage and improved
landscaping or planting along this route which is a key element of the
castle’s significance an impact.
The sheer number of timber handrails and post and rail fences within
the forecourt area detracts from the character of this open area, which
is in fact quite a large space, by breaking it up into smaller areas.
Opening up views across this area and reducing clutter could help to
emphasise its dimensions and historical functions as a key area within
the castle, as well as making the former Elephant House a more
conspicuous element of the landscape. This might be combined with
creating a more formal event space or a more formalised area of
animal pens, perhaps reflecting the type of stock enclosures that would
be expected in the setting of a medieval castle.
Access points and transport hubs
When the zoological gardens were conceived and set out, Dudley
Railway Station was located at the foot of Castle Hill, just to the south
east of the castle, which was also as a focus of entertainment venues.
This has changed with the loss of the station and closure of the theatre,
demolition of one cinema and conversion of a second into a Jehovah’s
Witnesses Kingdom Hall. The modern transport hub is the bus station
at Prospect Hill to the south west of the castle. To make public
transport an attractive option for journeys to the zoo, providing an
attractive and short route from the bus station to the zoo should be a
priority. Ideally this would also help to restore the connection between
the castle and the market place, but could also involve making more
use of St Edmund’s Churchyard as an attractive green through-route
that would also provide more passive surveillance of the churchyard as
a public space.
Need for write-up and publication of findings of the Castle Excavations
during the 1980s and 90s
The findings of excavations of the castle, undertaken during the
improvements to the zoo, have been written up in a number of different
journals and periodicals, although some areas still require further
analysis of the findings and publication. This material deserves
drawing together into a formal publication that promotes understanding
and appreciation of the archaeological interest of Dudley Castle, as
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well as helping to inform decisions that affect the scheduled
monument. The Friends of Dudley Castle have drawn much of this
information together on their website (including details of where
information has previously been published).

Plate 28: Historic Illustration of Dudley Castle from Priory Park
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7.

Boundary review
The 1975/2005 boundary of the Castle Hill Conservation Area has
been well drawn to contain the buildings and spaces that contribute to
the special historical and architectural interest of Castle Hill and that
make positive contributions to a character and appearance that is
desirable to preserve and enhance (Figure 21). Associated historic
industrial and transport structures are located at the Tipton Wharf (the
Dudley Canal Trust site and within the Black Country Living History
Museum). However, these are currently protected through their
designation as a scheduled Ancient Monument, in recognition of their
archaeological interest. As, such, no revisions to the boundary of the
conservation area are proposed as part of this Appraisal.
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Figure 21: Castle Hill Conservation Area
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