WHAT IS BIODIVERSITY?
Biodiversity is the variety of all life on
earth; the plants and animals and the
habitats where they live. Biodiversity
ranges in scale from bacteria to blue
whales and is not just the rare or exotic
but also the everyday and commonplace.
It is the birds in our garden as well as
tigers in the rainforest.

(R. Stebbings)
Brown long-eared bats are one of several species which roost in
roof spaces, where they do no harm to the house or its occupants

WHY CONSERVE BIODIVERSITY?
There are a number of good reasons for conserving biodiversity:
• Biodiversity enriches our lives; we enjoy seeing wild flowers and animals. Everyday
contact with wildlife keeps us in touch with our environment and the seasons.
• Wild areas often provide an attractive setting for work and leisure which leads to
economic investment and confidence.
• Natural areas help to protect our environment
from harm. Wetlands can prevent flooding and filter
pollutants while woodlands reduce air pollution and
global warming. Many of these processes are not
fully understood so it makes sense to stop needless
habitat destruction until we understand the
consequences.
• New and beneficial uses are being found for natural
products, particularly in the fields of medicine and
agricultural science. Our knowledge remains limited
and a potentially beneficial species which becomes
extinct can never be regained. It is important to
conserve as many species as possible.

Despite hard edges, pools such as Trittiford
Mill Pool can be good for wildlife - three
species of bat regularly feed here

• There are also moral arguments for protecting biodiversity. We should care about
wild animals and plants because they have a value in themselves. We
should not just conserve the animals and plants which have an economic value or
which we find attractive.

• Despite good reasons for conserving biodiversity, across our world, animals and
plants are under threat from human activity: farming, building, industry, recreation
and transport. If we want to safeguard our biodiversity for future generations,
action is needed now.

GETTING INVOLVED

INTRODUCING BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLANS

•
•
•
•

Biodiversity Action Plans help to promote and coordinate action to counter threats to the natural
environment caused by human activity. A Biodiversity
Action Plan describes what needs to be done and
sets targets and a timetable for action.

Britain has an international obligation to protect
bluebell woods

Biodiversity Action Plans stem from the Earth
Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 where Britain
(together with 154 other countries) signed the
Convention on Biological Diversity.This agreement
committed us to playing our part in conserving and
sustaining the variety of life on Earth. After the Earth
Summit a national Biodiversity Action Plan was
prepared, describing the animals, plants and habitats
most at risk of extinction in Britain together with
practical actions for their conservation.

As well as the national Biodiversity Action Plan there is also a need for local
Biodiversity Action Plans which take account of the national targets but also address
local conservation needs. The
Birmingham and Black Country
Biodiversity Action Plan is the local
Action Plan for this area and shows how
we in our local area can conserve our
own biodiversity and help conserve
biodiversity on a global scale.The
Biodiversity Action Plan has been
prepared by a broad partnership of
The great crested newt is protected through European and UK
groups, organisations and individuals.
law but is threatened by pond and terestrial habitat loss

Global wildlife conservation requires local changes by local people throughout the
world. Here are some of the things that everyone can do to conserve global
biodiversity by taking action near to home

•
•
•
•
•

look after the wildlife of your local patch
support local and national conservation organisations
join a work party and carry out conservation work
send records of your local wildlife to EcoRecord, the ecological records centre for
the Black Country and Birmingham
create a wildlife friendly garden
use fewer chemicals in the home and garden
buy peat-free compost and locally produced charcoal
use water more sparingly
find out more and get involved in the Birmingham and Black Country Biodiversity
Action Plan by contacting:
Wildlife Trust for Birmingham and the Black Country
28 Harborne Road
Edgbaston
Birmingham B15 3AA
0121 454 1199
or find the Biodiversity Action Plan online at web page address:
www. wildlifetrust.org.uk/urbanwt/ecorecord/bap

This leaflet has been prepared by the Steering Group of the Birmingham and Black Country
Biodiversity Action Plan.

Walsall

Metropolitan Borough Council
THE

ENVIRONMENT
AGENCY

TRUSTS
The Wildlife Trust
for Birmingham &
The Black Country

ECORECORD

Cover photographs: Barrow Hill, Dudley; Southern marsh orchids; Children planting wild flowers; Wetland at Sutton Park
Printed on Environmentally Conscious paper

WHAT IS BIODIVERSITY?
Biodiversity is the variety of all life on
earth; the plants and animals and the
habitats where they live. Biodiversity
ranges in scale from bacteria to blue
whales and is not just the rare or exotic
but also the everyday and commonplace.
It is the birds in our garden as well as
tigers in the rainforest.

(R. Stebbings)
Brown long-eared bats are one of several species which roost in
roof spaces, where they do no harm to the house or its occupants

WHY CONSERVE BIODIVERSITY?
There are a number of good reasons for conserving biodiversity:
• Biodiversity enriches our lives; we enjoy seeing wild flowers and animals. Everyday
contact with wildlife keeps us in touch with our environment and the seasons.
• Wild areas often provide an attractive setting for work and leisure which leads to
economic investment and confidence.
• Natural areas help to protect our environment
from harm. Wetlands can prevent flooding and filter
pollutants while woodlands reduce air pollution and
global warming. Many of these processes are not
fully understood so it makes sense to stop needless
habitat destruction until we understand the
consequences.
• New and beneficial uses are being found for natural
products, particularly in the fields of medicine and
agricultural science. Our knowledge remains limited
and a potentially beneficial species which becomes
extinct can never be regained. It is important to
conserve as many species as possible.

Despite hard edges, pools such as Trittiford
Mill Pool can be good for wildlife - three
species of bat regularly feed here

• There are also moral arguments for protecting biodiversity. We should care about
wild animals and plants because they have a value in themselves. We
should not just conserve the animals and plants which have an economic value or
which we find attractive.

• Despite good reasons for conserving biodiversity, across our world, animals and
plants are under threat from human activity: farming, building, industry, recreation
and transport. If we want to safeguard our biodiversity for future generations,
action is needed now.

GETTING INVOLVED

INTRODUCING BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLANS

•
•
•
•

Biodiversity Action Plans help to promote and coordinate action to counter threats to the natural
environment caused by human activity. A Biodiversity
Action Plan describes what needs to be done and
sets targets and a timetable for action.

Britain has an international obligation to protect
bluebell woods

Biodiversity Action Plans stem from the Earth
Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 where Britain
(together with 154 other countries) signed the
Convention on Biological Diversity.This agreement
committed us to playing our part in conserving and
sustaining the variety of life on Earth. After the Earth
Summit a national Biodiversity Action Plan was
prepared, describing the animals, plants and habitats
most at risk of extinction in Britain together with
practical actions for their conservation.

As well as the national Biodiversity Action Plan there is also a need for local
Biodiversity Action Plans which take account of the national targets but also address
local conservation needs. The
Birmingham and Black Country
Biodiversity Action Plan is the local
Action Plan for this area and shows how
we in our local area can conserve our
own biodiversity and help conserve
biodiversity on a global scale.The
Biodiversity Action Plan has been
prepared by a broad partnership of
The great crested newt is protected through European and UK
groups, organisations and individuals.
law but is threatened by pond and terestrial habitat loss

Global wildlife conservation requires local changes by local people throughout the
world. Here are some of the things that everyone can do to conserve global
biodiversity by taking action near to home

•
•
•
•
•

look after the wildlife of your local patch
support local and national conservation organisations
join a work party and carry out conservation work
send records of your local wildlife to EcoRecord, the ecological records centre for
the Black Country and Birmingham
create a wildlife friendly garden
use fewer chemicals in the home and garden
buy peat-free compost and locally produced charcoal
use water more sparingly
find out more and get involved in the Birmingham and Black Country Biodiversity
Action Plan by contacting:
Wildlife Trust for Birmingham and the Black Country
28 Harborne Road
Edgbaston
Birmingham B15 3AA
0121 454 1199
or find the Biodiversity Action Plan online at web page address:
www. wildlifetrust.org.uk/urbanwt/ecorecord/bap

This leaflet has been prepared by the Steering Group of the Birmingham and Black Country
Biodiversity Action Plan.

Walsall

Metropolitan Borough Council
THE

ENVIRONMENT
AGENCY

TRUSTS
The Wildlife Trust
for Birmingham &
The Black Country

ECORECORD

Cover photographs: Barrow Hill, Dudley; Southern marsh orchids; Children planting wild flowers; Wetland at Sutton Park
Printed on Environmentally Conscious paper

WHAT IS BIODIVERSITY?
Biodiversity is the variety of all life on
earth; the plants and animals and the
habitats where they live. Biodiversity
ranges in scale from bacteria to blue
whales and is not just the rare or exotic
but also the everyday and commonplace.
It is the birds in our garden as well as
tigers in the rainforest.

(R. Stebbings)
Brown long-eared bats are one of several species which roost in
roof spaces, where they do no harm to the house or its occupants

WHY CONSERVE BIODIVERSITY?
There are a number of good reasons for conserving biodiversity:
• Biodiversity enriches our lives; we enjoy seeing wild flowers and animals. Everyday
contact with wildlife keeps us in touch with our environment and the seasons.
• Wild areas often provide an attractive setting for work and leisure which leads to
economic investment and confidence.
• Natural areas help to protect our environment
from harm. Wetlands can prevent flooding and filter
pollutants while woodlands reduce air pollution and
global warming. Many of these processes are not
fully understood so it makes sense to stop needless
habitat destruction until we understand the
consequences.
• New and beneficial uses are being found for natural
products, particularly in the fields of medicine and
agricultural science. Our knowledge remains limited
and a potentially beneficial species which becomes
extinct can never be regained. It is important to
conserve as many species as possible.

Despite hard edges, pools such as Trittiford
Mill Pool can be good for wildlife - three
species of bat regularly feed here

• There are also moral arguments for protecting biodiversity. We should care about
wild animals and plants because they have a value in themselves. We
should not just conserve the animals and plants which have an economic value or
which we find attractive.

• Despite good reasons for conserving biodiversity, across our world, animals and
plants are under threat from human activity: farming, building, industry, recreation
and transport. If we want to safeguard our biodiversity for future generations,
action is needed now.

GETTING INVOLVED

INTRODUCING BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLANS

•
•
•
•

Biodiversity Action Plans help to promote and coordinate action to counter threats to the natural
environment caused by human activity. A Biodiversity
Action Plan describes what needs to be done and
sets targets and a timetable for action.

Britain has an international obligation to protect
bluebell woods

Biodiversity Action Plans stem from the Earth
Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 where Britain
(together with 154 other countries) signed the
Convention on Biological Diversity.This agreement
committed us to playing our part in conserving and
sustaining the variety of life on Earth. After the Earth
Summit a national Biodiversity Action Plan was
prepared, describing the animals, plants and habitats
most at risk of extinction in Britain together with
practical actions for their conservation.

As well as the national Biodiversity Action Plan there is also a need for local
Biodiversity Action Plans which take account of the national targets but also address
local conservation needs. The
Birmingham and Black Country
Biodiversity Action Plan is the local
Action Plan for this area and shows how
we in our local area can conserve our
own biodiversity and help conserve
biodiversity on a global scale.The
Biodiversity Action Plan has been
prepared by a broad partnership of
The great crested newt is protected through European and UK
groups, organisations and individuals.
law but is threatened by pond and terestrial habitat loss

Global wildlife conservation requires local changes by local people throughout the
world. Here are some of the things that everyone can do to conserve global
biodiversity by taking action near to home

•
•
•
•
•

look after the wildlife of your local patch
support local and national conservation organisations
join a work party and carry out conservation work
send records of your local wildlife to EcoRecord, the ecological records centre for
the Black Country and Birmingham
create a wildlife friendly garden
use fewer chemicals in the home and garden
buy peat-free compost and locally produced charcoal
use water more sparingly
find out more and get involved in the Birmingham and Black Country Biodiversity
Action Plan by contacting:
Wildlife Trust for Birmingham and the Black Country
28 Harborne Road
Edgbaston
Birmingham B15 3AA
0121 454 1199
or find the Biodiversity Action Plan online at web page address:
www. wildlifetrust.org.uk/urbanwt/ecorecord/bap

This leaflet has been prepared by the Steering Group of the Birmingham and Black Country
Biodiversity Action Plan.

Walsall

Metropolitan Borough Council
THE

ENVIRONMENT
AGENCY

TRUSTS
The Wildlife Trust
for Birmingham &
The Black Country

ECORECORD

Cover photographs: Barrow Hill, Dudley; Southern marsh orchids; Children planting wild flowers; Wetland at Sutton Park
Printed on Environmentally Conscious paper

WHAT IS BIODIVERSITY?
Biodiversity is the variety of all life on
earth; the plants and animals and the
habitats where they live. Biodiversity
ranges in scale from bacteria to blue
whales and is not just the rare or exotic
but also the everyday and commonplace.
It is the birds in our garden as well as
tigers in the rainforest.

(R. Stebbings)
Brown long-eared bats are one of several species which roost in
roof spaces, where they do no harm to the house or its occupants

WHY CONSERVE BIODIVERSITY?
There are a number of good reasons for conserving biodiversity:
• Biodiversity enriches our lives; we enjoy seeing wild flowers and animals. Everyday
contact with wildlife keeps us in touch with our environment and the seasons.
• Wild areas often provide an attractive setting for work and leisure which leads to
economic investment and confidence.
• Natural areas help to protect our environment
from harm. Wetlands can prevent flooding and filter
pollutants while woodlands reduce air pollution and
global warming. Many of these processes are not
fully understood so it makes sense to stop needless
habitat destruction until we understand the
consequences.
• New and beneficial uses are being found for natural
products, particularly in the fields of medicine and
agricultural science. Our knowledge remains limited
and a potentially beneficial species which becomes
extinct can never be regained. It is important to
conserve as many species as possible.

Despite hard edges, pools such as Trittiford
Mill Pool can be good for wildlife - three
species of bat regularly feed here

• There are also moral arguments for protecting biodiversity. We should care about
wild animals and plants because they have a value in themselves. We
should not just conserve the animals and plants which have an economic value or
which we find attractive.

• Despite good reasons for conserving biodiversity, across our world, animals and
plants are under threat from human activity: farming, building, industry, recreation
and transport. If we want to safeguard our biodiversity for future generations,
action is needed now.

GETTING INVOLVED

INTRODUCING BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLANS

•
•
•
•

Biodiversity Action Plans help to promote and coordinate action to counter threats to the natural
environment caused by human activity. A Biodiversity
Action Plan describes what needs to be done and
sets targets and a timetable for action.

Britain has an international obligation to protect
bluebell woods

Biodiversity Action Plans stem from the Earth
Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 where Britain
(together with 154 other countries) signed the
Convention on Biological Diversity.This agreement
committed us to playing our part in conserving and
sustaining the variety of life on Earth. After the Earth
Summit a national Biodiversity Action Plan was
prepared, describing the animals, plants and habitats
most at risk of extinction in Britain together with
practical actions for their conservation.

As well as the national Biodiversity Action Plan there is also a need for local
Biodiversity Action Plans which take account of the national targets but also address
local conservation needs. The
Birmingham and Black Country
Biodiversity Action Plan is the local
Action Plan for this area and shows how
we in our local area can conserve our
own biodiversity and help conserve
biodiversity on a global scale.The
Biodiversity Action Plan has been
prepared by a broad partnership of
The great crested newt is protected through European and UK
groups, organisations and individuals.
law but is threatened by pond and terestrial habitat loss

Global wildlife conservation requires local changes by local people throughout the
world. Here are some of the things that everyone can do to conserve global
biodiversity by taking action near to home

•
•
•
•
•

look after the wildlife of your local patch
support local and national conservation organisations
join a work party and carry out conservation work
send records of your local wildlife to EcoRecord, the ecological records centre for
the Black Country and Birmingham
create a wildlife friendly garden
use fewer chemicals in the home and garden
buy peat-free compost and locally produced charcoal
use water more sparingly
find out more and get involved in the Birmingham and Black Country Biodiversity
Action Plan by contacting:
Wildlife Trust for Birmingham and the Black Country
28 Harborne Road
Edgbaston
Birmingham B15 3AA
0121 454 1199
or find the Biodiversity Action Plan online at web page address:
www. wildlifetrust.org.uk/urbanwt/ecorecord/bap

This leaflet has been prepared by the Steering Group of the Birmingham and Black Country
Biodiversity Action Plan.

Walsall

Metropolitan Borough Council
THE

ENVIRONMENT
AGENCY

TRUSTS
The Wildlife Trust
for Birmingham &
The Black Country

ECORECORD

Cover photographs: Barrow Hill, Dudley; Southern marsh orchids; Children planting wild flowers; Wetland at Sutton Park
Printed on Environmentally Conscious paper

Black redstart is a
rare British bird
which is most often found
in urban areas. This mainly
insect-eating bird first
nested in Birmingham in
1943 and has continued to
breed in small numbers
since. Currently there are between 5 and 12 pairs in Birmingham
and the Black Country which is the largest population in Britain
outside Greater London.
Threats:
• Re-development of its urban habitats.
• Lack of information on its requirements.

BIRMINGHAM AND BLACK COUNTRY BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN
The plan below shows some of the important places for wildlife in Birmingham and the Black Country. Some of these such as heathland and
many woodlands are long-established pockets of land which have somehow survived development over the last 150 years. In contrast, most
garden land is much more recent but is no less important for the wide variety of animals and plants that live in them.
This part of this leaflet shows a small selection of the species and habitats which are covered in the Birmingham and Black Country Biodiversity
Action Plan, some of the threats that they face and examples of targets for action. A range of species and habitats are described in the Biodiversity
Action Plan but there is only room to show a few of these. Contact details are given on the back of the leaflet if you want to find out more.
KEY
Green Belt
Mainly residential areas
Open water
Mainly industrial and commercial land
Motorways
Boundary of Birmingham
& the Black Country Biodiversity Plan
Canals
Woodlands over 2 hectares
Other key references in text

M6
M54

Targets for action:
• Find out more about local black redstarts by 2002.
• Increase breeding population to 20 pairs by 2006.

BROWNHILLS
BLOXWICH

Heathland is a habitat
dominated by heather and other
dwarf shrubs but grasses are also
abundant on most sites. It was once a
common habitat in Birmingham and
the Black Country but is now
concentrated in Sutton Park and
various sites in northern Walsall. Key
heathland sites are shown on this plan.
Threats:
• Lack of management and neglect leading to invasion by trees,
scrub and bracken.
• Built development and mineral extraction.
• Uncontrolled recreational use.
Targets for action:
• Survey work to assess the condition of heathland.
Two sites to be assessed each year.
• Increase the area of heathland through habitat creation and
management at the rate of 2 hectares per year.

WEDNESFIELD
ALDRIDGE
WILLENHALL

WOLVERHAMPTON
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BILSTON

SUTTON
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DARLASTON
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WEDNESBURY
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SEDGLEY
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ERDINGTON

WEST
BROMWICH
HANDSWORTH

OLDBURY
CASTLE
BROMWICH
BIRMINGHAM

Gardens vary tremendously in size and in the way in which
they are maintained.The best gardens for wildlife have a range
of trees, shrubs and other garden plants and are managed using a
minimum of chemicals. Less
frequent mowing and the
construction of ponds also
increases the biodiversity of a
garden. Collectively gardens
may provide a sizeable patch
of habitat supporting a range
of wildlife.

SMETHWICK

BRIERLEY HILL

STOURBRIDGE

SHELDON

EDGBASTON

HALESOWEN

KINGS HEATH

Targets for action:
• Increase knowledge of local populations of water vole
throughout the life of the Biodiversity Action Plan (2001-2011).
• Use the knowledge gained to protect and manage habitats.
Canals provide important wetland
habitats for many animals and
plants. Both water vole and the
native crayfish are found along the
130 miles of canals in Birmingham
and the Black Country. It is not only
the water area that is important, a
variety of vegetation flourishes on
the banks of canals which form a
continuous network of wildlife
corridors across the region.

Targets for action:
• Survey canals by 2006 to determine the species and habitats
present and use this information to guide maintenance works.
Green hairstreak is a butterfly of open grassland sheltered by
scrub whose populations appear to be declining. Historically
it has been recorded in Sutton Park and more recently on
abandoned industrial sites but has never been common in
Birmingham and the Black Country.

SELLY OAK

Threats:
• Larger gardens are frequently sold for housing development.
Targets for action:
• Find out more about the wildlife value of gardens throughout
the life of the Biodiversity Action Plan (2001-2011).
• Raise awareness of the importance of gardens for wildlife
throughout the life of the Biodiversity Action Plan (2001-2011).

M6

HARBORNE

Threats:
• Fragmentation of habitat resulting in vulnerable isolated
populations.
• Damage to habitat caused by engineering works and pollution.

Threats:
• Lack of knowledge of the important sections of canal for
wildlife.
• The maintenance of canals for navigation often involves
dredging, bank strengthening and vegetation clearance which
can be detrimental to wildlife.

DUDLEY
KINGSWINFORD

Water voles are herbivores and live along the edges of
canals, rivers and streams.They swim and dive well and live in
burrows along the edge of water
courses. This once common
mammal has suffered a
catastrophic decline in Britain
over the last 30 years but a
recent survey suggests that the
decline has been less severe in
Birmingham and the Black
Country.

RUBERY

M5
Drawn on an Ordnance Survey base using data supplied by EcoRecord, the ecological database for the Black Country & Birmingham.
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Threats:
• Loss of habitat due to
development, vandalism and
natural succession.
• Over- zealous scrub clearance
on managed sites.
Targets for action:
• Establish the distribution of green hairstreak by 2004.
• Monitor key sites to establish population trends by 2003.
• Provide advice to land managers throughout the life of the
Biodiversity Action Plan (2001-2011).

