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Homeaffairs
News and views for council tenants andleaseholders throughout Dudley borough
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Budding journalist? Want to let out your creative flair?
If you have an article/idea you would like considered for a future edition of Home
Affairs - why not send it over to us? We welcome either complete articles* or ideas.
All you need to do is to submit your article/ideas to homeaffairs.cexec@dudley.gov.uk or
post to Home Affairs, FREEPOST MID22308, Dudley DY1 1BR.
You can also register your interest in joining our editorial panel by emailing or writing to us.
*Please note: articles may be cut or amended prior to inclusion in the publication.

This publication is available in large print and audio.
To request a copy phone 01384 814280.
View the latest issue of Home Affairs as well as recent back issues on line at:
www.dudley.gov.uk/resident/housing/home-affairs
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The cover photo shows
the Himley bonfire provided by Chris Chadd
from Halesowen.

Welcome message

Headline news
Pay to stay

Benefit cap

In the 2015 budget the government announced
plans to increase rents for council tenants who had
combined incomes of over £31,000 per year - an
initiative known as ‘Pay to Stay’.
It is expected this will be introduced in April– so if your
household income is more than £31,000 a year we will have
to increase your rent, with the money going directly to the
government. The regulations are not in place, so we hope to
give you more information in the next issue.
The government has published a document setting out
how they believe it may run - which is available to view at
www.parliament.uk (search ‘pay to stay’). This publication
suggests:
• If you get housing benefit or Universal Credit - you are
exempt from the scheme
• Once you earn over £31,000 a year, your rent will increase
by 15p for every £1 earned over this level
• Household income means individual tenants, joint tenants,
spouses and partners. Income from anyone else living at
your property (eg adult children) does not count
• If you do not inform us about your household income - we
may be able to charge you at rent rates close/at the level
charged by private landlords (until you provide us with the
correct details)
• Some types of income/allowances may not count towards
the £31,000 (yet to be confirmed)
• Pension age tenants are unlikely to be exempt

The benefit cap has been in place since 2013 and is
currently set at £26,000 per year for single parents
and couples, and £18,200 for single people without
children.
Subject to legislation, lower benefit cap levels of £20,000 for
lone parents and couples, and £13,400 for single childless
people will be introduced. This means if you are a family
and your income (i.e. all benefits received including housing
benefit) is greater than £384.62 per week your income will be
capped via your housing benefit claim.
Claimants claiming current benefits who move into work
and qualify for Working Tax Credit, and Universal Credit
claimants who earn £430 or more per month, are exempt
from the cap.
For Universal Credit claimants, a nine month grace period
applies for households who have been in work for 50 out of
the 52 weeks previously. For claimants on current benefits,
the grace period is 39 weeks. If you fall into this category,
you may have already received a letter from the Department
of Work and Pensions advising you may be subject to the
cap. We will offer help and support over the next couple
of months and you will receive information from us during
September and October about what is available.
We anticipate the roll out for this change will be
effective from November. If you have concerns about
this and your rent account, call your rent arrears officer
on 01384 811689.

Rent free weeks: reminder

RoSPA congratulations

There will be ‘no rent free weeks’ over Christmas as
we now charge a lower rent over 52 weeks.
It is important you budget for this as non payment would
mean falling behind with your rent. If you would still like to
have rent free weeks you can build up credit on your account
by making higher weekly payments.

Congratulations go to building services for being a
winner in the 2016 RoSPA Occupational Health &
Safety Awards for the 15th year running!
Having achieved this accolade for so many consecutive
gold awards means that we have now received the Order of
Distinction!

Please allow us access
Winter is rapidly approaching, bringing cold weather! Make sure
your gas appliance received its yearly gas service so it is in top
condition to warm your home.
Our gas contractor, PH Jones, visits properties annually to carry out
servicing and inspection of gas appliances, pipework, flues and smoke
alarms. This is a free service and part of our obligations under the terms of
the gas (safety, installations and use) regulations. You, in turn, must allow us
access as part of your tenancy conditions.
If you believe you have missed your yearly appointment please call
PH Jones on 01384 286080 or email serviceappointments@phjones.com
Allowing us access could save you freezing at home due to a
preventable breakdown.

Headline news
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Your housing service
Fireworks - be fire safe

Pre-tenancy training project

Autumn bonfires and fireworks
banish the autumn blues and
bring excitement to the evenings,
but it is really important you treat
them with respect. Accidents
and incidents of fire dramatically
increase during the run up to
these festivities.

Housing services now offer
pre-tenancy workshops for those
applying for council housing - to prepare
them for their new home and the
responsibilities of having a tenancy.

The law says you must not set off or throw
fireworks (including sparklers) in the street
or other public places. You must not set off
fireworks between 11pm and 7am, except for:
Bonfire Night, when the cut off is midnight. New
Year’s Eve, Diwali and Chinese New Year, when
the cut off is 1am.
If you have a bonfire in your garden you
must ensure it is not a nuisance, you cannot
burn domestic waste as it causes pollution
and you have to be mindful of smoke drifting
across roads.
If you live in a high/low rise block of flats
fireworks should never be lit or set off from a
balcony. You cannot control their flight, sparks
can ignite flammable materials and you need
plenty of space - which you do not have.
Read the firework code, top ten safety code
for adults, at www.saferfireworks.com

The workshops are delivered by frontline housing services
staff, so the knowledge and experience available is vast.
They cover a variety of areas, including money
management, debt advice, benefits, preparing for a
new home and how to manage a tenancy successfully.
Attendees also receive more general information, such as
where to get help if they experience a tenancy problem,
and details of local resources ranging from employability,
mental health and social skills to volunteering and sports
and leisure.
For more information contact Nikki Hewitt, housing
support on 01384 814123 or nikki.hewitt@dudley.gov.uk

Smoking on balconies
If you live in a low/high rise block
and smoke on your balcony, please
take extra care when disposing of
your cigarette butts as they are a fire
hazard and a litter eyesore.
There have been a number of times when butts
have been thrown over balconies after a cigarette
is finished - creating a fire safety issue. These
discarded butts can easily be blown back onto a
lower property, smoulder and then alight. Please
ensure cigarettes have been extinguished and the
butts disposed of appropriately.
Please note - you should not smoke in the communal
areas as it is against the law and poses a fire threat.
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Your housing service

Get saving on your
energy bills with the
Big Switch
Dudley borough residents
are encouraged to register
for Dudley’s next Big Switch
to save cash on home
energy bills.
The Big Switch has been running for
several years and growing in popularity
due to the fabulous potential savings
on home gas and electric. People who
registered for the last Big Switch saved
an average of over £300 a year on their
bills. With rising gas and electricity
bills and research showing people are
reluctant to switch because they find
it too confusing, the Big Switch is the
perfect solution.
Run by Dudley Council and part of a
national government scheme, the Big
Switch sees councils coming together
for a collective energy switching
auction, giving them the very best
energy deals through bulk buying.
Once registered you can switch to the
company offering the very best deal,
however there is no obligation!
The latest Big Switch closes on 11
October. You can register by calling
Dudley Council Plus on 0300 555
2345, or online at www.dudley.gov.uk
(follow the link to the big switch). All
you will need is a copy of your most
recent energy bill.

Save cash with
the Big Switch
Join the thousands who have
joined Dudley’s Big Switch to
save on your energy bills.
At the last Big Switch people saved an average of
over £300 on their gas and electricity bills.

There’s nothing to
lose, sign up now!
Call Dudley Council
Plus on 0300 555
2345, or sign up
online at www.
dudley.gov.uk/
bigswitch

The next auction takes
place on 11 October
and registration opens
in August. Don’t miss
out on this great opportunity
and remember it is open to
all householders, including
council tenants and those with
a prepayment meter.

Illegal subletting
Illegal subletting costs the authority thousands of pounds annually and can
lead to problems for legitimate tenants. It reduces the number of properties
the authority has to offer to people in genuine need of housing, as well as
posing safety concerns.
When a property is sublet, the legitimate tenant pays rent to the council, but then charges a
higher rate to the person they are sub-letting to. The ‘real’ tenant then keeps the extra money.
It is against tenancy conditions to sub-let a property and could lead to enforcement action.
If you suspect a property is sub-let please call 0300 555 2345, leave a message on
the fraud hotline message service on 01384 814242 or on the council’s website at
www.dudley.gov.uk/fraud - If you believe you are the victim of a sub-letting scam,
not paying rent to the authority but another individual - please get in touch with us.

Your housing service
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Thinking about
buying/hiring a
mobility scooter?
If you live in one of our blocks
and are considering purchasing/
hiring a mobility scooter you
must get permission from your
housing manager first. It is
important you know all of the
facts about obtaining and
maintaining scooters, so you
can make an informed decision.
For instance, did you know that they are a
fire risk and that it is advisable for you to
take out insurance?

Access your account
anywhere and anytime!
Thanks to our electronic devices we can
now access information 24 hours a day,
every day of the year, wherever we are.
Well, here at housing services we have introduced eHousing – the
free and secure online service which allows you to access your
rent account electronically. You can:
• view your account and make payments anytime, anywhere,
even if you are abroad
• instruct us not to send paper statements, cutting down on the
amount of post through your letterbox
• update contact details whenever you need to without the need
to contact us
It’s very easy to use. Simply register by going to www.dudley.
gov.uk/housing, and then select ‘ehousing’

Dudley Council’s housing services’ policy
states scooters must not be left in communal
areas as they are a potential fire hazard
and could cause an obstruction during an
emergency evacuation. The equipment must
be charged within the tenants’ own flats and
they should not be left unattended.
Our flats were not designed and built with
mobility scooters in mind and therefore
cannot adapt to this new demand for their
use and storage.
Why not read the scooters leaflet on
www.dudley.gov.uk (search mobility
scooters). You can also view a fire staged by
Dorset Fire Service showing how quickly a
fire can occur.

eHousing
Register online today at
www.dudley.gov.uk/housing
View your rent account on line and opt out
of paper statements - one less letter to
open and help save the environment

Competition winner
Congratulations go to the winner of the Black Country Living
Museum competition in the summer edition of Home Affairs. Mrs
Fryer from Dudley won an Unchained Pass to the attraction.
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Your housing service

Good News! Home Contents Insurance
Dudley Council have negotiated a PRICE REDUCTION
and MORE COVER for council tenants!

• Contents cover from just £5.24 per month
• NO EXCESS to pay if you make a claim
• Protect your belongings from the financial cost caused
by fire, theft, water damage and much more
• Hire purchase items covered
Call us today to find out more on 01384 815051
or visit www.dudley.gov.uk/homeinsurance
where you can apply for a policy online

Netherton high rise
We have had a number of public meetings
since May this year in respect of the four high
rise blocks in Netherton (Arley, Compton,
Wells and Manor Courts) to ensure everyone
living there was aware of the fact that we
were proposing to make recommendations
to councillors that we should stop letting flats
in these blocks, re-house and compensate
current tenants, and then demolish the blocks.
We have also written to all residents to explain the
reasoning behind the proposals, and discussed them with
the TRAs, councillors, and the High Rise Living Forum.

housing need and work with you to find a suitable new
home for you to live in. We will also explain how the
compensation process will work, how you may be granted
additional priority, and what help there may be available
for the costs associated with moving home. Once we’ve
completed the above process we will be developing a
re-housing plan.
We would anticipate the first tenants starting to move out of
the blocks from 2017.
If you are a tenant in one of these
blocks affected by this decision
and would like further information
about it and what happens next,
please contact our participation
development team on
01384 815168.

On 20 July, the council’s cabinet approved the officer
recommendations to stop letting flats in these blocks,
to re-house and compensate existing tenants, and to
demolish the blocks, and also approved our carrying out
essential repairs and maintenance only from that point.
The next steps are that, starting in September, if you live in
one of these blocks you will have an individual face-to-face
meeting with housing services’ officers to help evaluate
your household’s needs. We will be writing to you to fix a
date that works for you so we can visit you to assess your

Your housing service
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Worried about
someone sleeping
rough during the cold
weather?
Did you know Dudley Council
offers assistance to rough
sleepers during adverse
weather conditions?
Through the winter months, when
temperatures are below five degrees, or
when there is bad weather such as severe
wind or rain, we can offer temporary
shelter.
If you know anyone sleeping rough
during the bad weather ask them to
contact the homelessness prevention
team by calling 0300 555 2345, or visit
our offices at Dudley Council Plus,
Dudley Library, Stourbridge Library or
Brierley Hill Library. No appointment
is necessary and their enquiry will be
dealt with on the same day.

Don’t pour your
money away
You could slash your water
charge by 80%. South
Staffs Water is offering a
new Assure tariff to help
people struggling to pay
their bill.

Brand new council homes complete
Two new council home schemes have been
completed and are ready for tenants. The schemes
at Arcal Lodge Mews in Sedgley and Stanley
Grange in Coseley offer a range of accommodation
to suit the needs of local people.
Arcal Lodge Mews involved the £1.4 million pound refurbishment of
former Arcal Lodge care home to create fourteen new council homes.
Work to convert and refurbish the care home into eight bungalows and
six low rise apartments began in earnest last summer, when building
contractor, United Living was appointed. United Living has undertaken
an intensive programme of part demolition, alteration, conversion and
full refurbishment and the properties which are now complete have had
tenants moving in over late summer.
In Coseley, the former Mount Pleasant School has been converted into
sixteen stunning new council homes. The Victorian school opened in
October 1879 and closed its doors in 1986, later becoming the home of
Dudley Council’s archives service. The building has been converted by
local contractor A M Griffiths into sixteen striking new council homes,
with one new detached house on the site. All of the properties have off
street parking, with additional parking spaces provided for visitors. The
architectural features of the former school have been preserved, with
the build salvaging and recycling as many original features as possible.
The end result is a particularly attractive housing development, named
Stanley Grange - in memory of George Stanley Grange the infant and
junior school’s dedicated headmaster from 1938 to 1967.
Along with these homes, small new build developments are underway
in Coseley and Kingswinford. In Coseley eleven houses and bungalows
are being built and five houses in Kingswinford. All should be complete
by February and are being built by local firm, Jessup Brothers. In
addition planning has been approved to for Jessop Brothers to build
new council homes in Netherton and Russells Hall.
These new homes are just part of a plan seeing the council’s portfolio
of brand new council homes increased. In 2014 Dudley’s housing
chiefs committed to invest over £40 million on creating around 350 new
council homes over the next five years. This commitment follows the
successful completion of more than 100 new homes built on six sites
across the borough in 2012 - the first to be built in more than 20 years.

Customers with a household income
of less than £16,105 (excluding
income from Disability Living
Allowance, Personal Independence
Payment and Attendance Allowance)
may qualify for a discount of up to
80% of their water charge.
To find out more, go to www.southstaffs-water.co.uk/household/
my-bills-and-payments/my-billexplained/other-charges-andtariffs/assure-tariff or call South
Staffs Water on 0800 0930610.
Alternatively, if you are discussing
your financial circumstances
with a third party such as CAB,
StepChange, or National Debtline,
they can make an application for the
Assure tariff on your behalf.
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Leaseholder news
Do you know who to contact
for leaseholder queries?
• Repairs notification: Queries about recently received
repairs notifications should be directed to the Repairs
Management Centre on 0300 555 2345 within 30 days.
They can answer questions such as: When was the job
completed? Where was it done? What was included in
the job?
• Invoice enquiry: If you have any queries about a
recent invoice you should contact the leaseholder team
on North 01384 811659 or South 01384 815096. They
can answer questions such as: Why is a charge still
showing when it has been agreed to be removed? I
have a query on service charge costs.
• Payment plans: If you wish to set up a payment plan
you can contact the sundry debtors team on 0300 555
4941/4942
• Payment line: If you would like to make payment on
your bill call 0300 555 7000

Volunteer vacancies
Do you want to:
•
•
•
•

Develop your skill set?
Help to build a stronger community?
Help to improve housing services?
Meet like minded people who also volunteer?

Have a few hours to spare and
want your voice heard?
Then contact the participation team to see find out
about the numerous volunteer vacancies we have.
Call 01384 815168 or email participation@dudley.
gov.uk to find out more.

What is a
Section 20 notice?
The council has a responsibility to
consult with leaseholders prior to
starting major works estimated to cost
more than £250 per leaseholder, or
long term agreements estimated to
cost more than £100 per leaseholder
in one year.
As a minimum we will comply with this obligation
and will only charge the minimum amount permitted
if we fail to carry out these statutory consultations.
Consultation requires the council to serve notice
on leaseholders, detailing the intended works and
associated costs. You can make written comments
on the intended work within 30 days of receiving
notice of intention and these will be noted and fully
considered. The council cannot take into account
your ability to pay the required contribution. It is the
council who is responsible for the block and has the
right to make the final decision about any work.
For any completed works, the costs payable will be
debited from your major repairs fund after the end
of the financial year (normally April) in which the
works are complete. Details are included on your
annual major repairs fund statement.
More information on the consultation process is
in the leaseholder handbook which is available
at www.dudley.gov.uk, together with an
example of a Section 20 notice.

Tenants - don’t slip up...
Pay your rent by direct debit and
avoid getting caught out in the cold
Call the Direct Debit team now on
01384 815024 to set up your Direct Debit

Leaseholder news
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Money matters
The Money Advice Service

Universal Credit update

Did you know that you can get
free and impartial money advice,
thanks to the Money Advice
Service? This service, accessible at
www.moneyadviceservice.org.uk
provides you with advice and guides to
help you to improve your finances.

It is anticipated that effective from January, Universal
Credit will be rolled out to all new claimants and those
claimants who have a change of circumstances
regardless of their family make up.

If you are worried about money matters you can
find supportive tools and calculators to help
you to keep track of your money and assist you
to plan ahead. You can even find one-to-one
support in person, either over the phone or by
using the easy online tool. There is loads of
advice, including:
• Debt and borrowing
• Budgeting and managing money
• Work and redundancy
• Benefits
• Pensions and retirement
• Care and disability

Previously, Universal Credit was only for single households.
If you become unemployed you will have to make a claim for Universal
Credit and not job seekers allowance. If you have a change of
circumstances (you are claiming working tax credit and your hours
reduce to less than 16 hours per week) you will now be required to
make a claim for Universal Credit and not job seekers allowance.
Remember, Universal Credit will replace Income Based Job Seekers
Allowance, Income Based Employment and Support Allowance, Child
Tax Credit, Working Tax Credit, Housing Benefit and Income Support.
If you make a new claim for Universal Credit you will be paid monthly
and will wait several weeks for your first payment.
When you make your claim, you must advise the Department of Work
and Pensions that you are responsible for paying your rent - this will
ensure that when they calculate your entitlement, they will include both
your personal and rent element. You will then need to pay your rent
element to us to cover your rent due.

Do you have debt
skeletons in the closet?
Don’t let your home be haunted by rent
problems this Halloween

Manage your payments
the easy way by signing up
to Direct Debit
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Pay your rent by Direct Debit and be entered
into our monthly free prize draw
pay on the 6th, 14th, 21st or 28th of the month

Call our Direct Debit team to be
entered into our monthly prize draw
Terms and conditions apply, for details visit www.dudley.gov.uk/rents/

Lucky winners to date:
Are you struggling to pay your rent? Do you have debt issues but
are not sure where to turn? The Rent Arrears Team can set up
affordable repayment plans. They can also put you in touch with
Citizens Advice who can help you manage your debts.
nes
Mrs Jo

April 2016
Mrs Jones of Sedgley
May 2016
Mr Steadman of Dudley
June 2016
Mrs Jones-Smith of Halesowen

Mr Stead
man

Dudley Council’s Rent Arrears Team are here to help

Call 01384 811689
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Call now on

01384 815024

Leaseholder
Money matters
news

News from the housing board
We thought that in this edition you
would be interested to read the
perception of being a member of the
housing board to give you an idea of
the kind of work they undertake.
Many thanks to Christine Bate for writing this piece:
My decision to get involved with the housing board came originally from
being part of my own T.R.A. and attending the housing conference
where there was a presentation about becoming more involved with
the council. I felt that this was, for me, the next stage and an ideal
opportunity to have my “voice” heard and an opportunity to represent
those living in Dudley.
A typical week can consist of attending full board meetings with
councillors where you have the opportunity to be involved in reports
and decisions, meetings with the housing board representatives and
when necessary meetings with scrutiny sub groups I am involved in. I
chair the community safety environment budget which I am very proud
of being part of. This role alone is very rewarding.
Being able to be part of the housing board as a volunteer is very
important to me. I have the opportunity to give my views on issues
which may impact where we live and to have a voice for everyone in the
Dudley area. Not many have this chance at this level to be able to do
this and I have taken this role on with full commitment.
If I was asked “should I volunteer as a housing board member” then I
would say yes. Ensure you know this is what you want to do and that
you are there to be a voice for everyone living in the Dudley borough.
It can become a more committed job than you may have originally
thought, but I really believe it gives you satisfaction. You see how your
hard work is positively benefiting those who live in the area!

Green spaces - working together
Volunteers from across the Dudley
borough, working together to
improve our shared green spaces
and create stronger, more active,
healthy communities.
The idea behind the project is to identify areas with overgrown and
neglected green spaces that are not already represented - or are
represented by people unable to take on the upkeep of the spaces.
As well as green (or formerly green!) spaces, we will of course need
volunteers! This could be a one off day or an hour here and there - if
you’re available please let us know.
For more information go to our Social media pages:
Blog/website https://dudleygreenspace.wordpress.com
Facebook https://dudleygreenspace.wordpress.com/
Twitter https://twitter.com/GreenSpaceDB
Or contact participation development on 01384 815168
or DFTRA on 01384 868010.

News from the board

Make sure you know
what your local TRA
is up to!
Did you know that you can
sign up for the housing
alerts system?
This scheme automatically lets you know
your local TRA and forum meetings and
housing information via email or mobile
phone and is free to join.
To sign up, visit our website at
www.dudley.gov.uk/housingalerts,
ring 01384 815168, or text your name,
house number and postcode to
07797 870352 (the initial text will only
cost your standard rate).

Volunteer
vacancies
Do you want to:
Develop your skill set?
Help to build a stronger
community?
Help to improve housing services?
Meet like minded people who also
volunteer?
Have you a few hours to spare and
want your voice heard?
Then contact the participation
team to find out about the many
volunteer vacancies we have.

Call 01384 815168 or email
participation@dudley.gov.uk
to find out more.
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DUDLEY COUN
1 Amblecote

2 Cradley & Wollescote

3 Lye

Julie Baines

Simon Tyler

Paul Bradley

Gaye Partridge

Richard Body

Tim Crumpton

Vanessa Wale

01384 936354

01384 341631
07757 609798

07812 435833

01384 898511
Cabinet

01384 826559
07853 243692

07783 131205

CSSC, DC

01384 894003
07951 482123

OSMB

Tax (ch), OSMB

CSC, HASCSC

5 Hayley Green & Cradley South

6 Brierley Hill

Labour

HASCSC, A&S, L&S

Conservative

UKIP

Labour

Labour

Labour

Labour

CSSC, PSC

7 B

The Mayor of Dudley
Councillor Mohammed Hanif
Deputy Mayor
Councillor Dave Tyler

Ruth Buttery
Conservative

Conservative

Jeff Hill

Andrea Goddard

Serena Craigie

Rachel Harris

Zafar Islam

John Martin

07518 383925

0121 602 0373
07801 365733

0121 602 0604
07703 295534

01384 823432
07879 466987

01902 490139

01384 256599
07712 189767

07776 196900

A&S

HASCSC (v/ch), DC, Tax

CSC, A&S

CSSC

Dudley Council Plus
Weekdays 8.30am-5pm & Saturday 9am-noon

Conservative

Labour

9 St James’s

Labour
Cabinet

Labour

Labour
Cabinet

PSC

10 St Thomas’s

email individual councillors eg
cllr.peter.lowe@dudleymbc.org.uk
To report issues
www.dudley.gov.uk/report-it
dudleycouncilplus@dudley.gov.uk
0300 555 2345
Digi TV: Dudley Council

Asif Ahmed

Cathryn Bayton

Khurshid Ahmed

Shaukat Ali

07787 157287

07795 528821

07973 349632

07957 683696

DC

CSSC, L&S

Cabinet

CSC

Labour

Dudley Council smartphone app

Labour

Labour

13 Gornal

Labour

Glenis Simms
Labour
01902 573983
07729 429526
L&S, Tax

Steve Waltho

Sue Ridney

01384 828448
07703 308463

01902 404433

Labour

OSMB, A&S (v/ch)

Labour

CSSC, DC

15

14 Upper Gornal & Woodsetton

Latest news and information on social media
@DudleyMBC news and information
@DudleyPlus reporting and requesting
Facebook - Dudley borough

David Stanley
Conservative

Political constitution of the council
Labour ...........................35 seats
Conservative ................29 seats
UKIP ...............................8 seats

Anne Millward
Conservative

Roger Scott-Dow
UKIP

01902 885533

01384 455107

01384 243212

CSC

07840 999117

OSMB, PSC

CSSC (ch), Tax

Keiran Casey
Labour
Hazel
Turner
Conservative
07800
792228
0121
3930
CSC, 501
DC (v/ch)
07971 459955

DC, Sel.Env(v/ch)

17 Kingswinford North & Wall Heath

Adam Aston
HazelLabour
Turner
Conservative
01384 351109
07792
0121
501858961
3930
07971
459955
A&S, Tax
(v/ch)

Dean Perks

Hilary Bills

07973 421714

0121 422 2752

OSMB (ch)

Cabinet

UKIP

Labour

DC, Sel.Env(v/ch)

18 Kingswinford South

Committee abbreviations
(ch)

chair

(v/ch)

vice chair

OSMB

overview and scrutiny management
board

CSSC

children’s services scrutiny committee

CSC

corporate scrutiny committee

HASCSC health and adult social care scrutiny
committee
PSC

place scrutiny committee

A&S

audit and standards committee

DC

development control

L&S

licensing and safety committee

Tax

taxis committee

Dave Tyler
Labour
Deputy Mayor
01384 292340
07759 209962

Nicola Richards
Conservative
HASCSC

Edward Lawrence
Conservative

Luke Johnson
Conservative

07976 412407

07970 457390

CSC

PSC

21 Quarry Bank & Dudley Wood

Bryan Cotterill

Jackie Cowell

01902 883092

01384 839808
07780 660377

Labour

HASCSC, DC

Labour

DC (ch), L&S

David Sparks OBE
Labour
01384 77291
07737 352224
Cabinet

Peter Miller

Patrick Harley

Kerry Lewis

01384 832118
07910 126757

Group Leader

07976 757449

07949 750832

L&S

OSMB

Conservative

Conservative

22 Norton

Heather Rogers

Colin Elcock

01384 370470

01384 824939

07730 882877

CSSC

PSC

HASCSC, L&S

Conservative

CSSC, Tax

23 Ped

Mike Attwood
Conservative

UKIP

Conservative

Les Jones

Conservative
01562 720499
07973 504376
OSMB, CSC (ch)

NCIL 2016 - 2017

e & Stourbridge North

e

4 Belle Vale

12
Mohammed Hanif
Labour

Mayor of Dudley
01384 375998
07779 623975

Pete Lowe

Labour
Leader of the Council
01384 350579
07949 590460

Laura Taylor

Simon Phipps

Ian Cooper

07787 225781

07910 387956

07725 487784

HASCSC

CSC (v/ch)

Cabinet

Conservative

Conservative

Judy Foster

Labour

Labour
Deputy Leader
of the Council
07525 154493

01384 270881
OSMB

Margaret Aston

Ken Finch

Alan Finch

01902 677475

01902 673451

01902 679442

PSC (v/ch), Tax

HASCSC, L&S (ch)

OSMB, PSC (ch)

Labour

Labour

Labour

24

Cabinet

11 Coseley East

22

12 Sedgley

20

7

18
19

Karen Jordan

8
9

17

8 Castle & Priory

Brockmoor & Pensnett

13

Labour

Cabinet

11

14

6

10

21

1

15

2

3
23

4
5
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Community forums
Melvyn Mottram JP

Star Anderton

01902 491641

07779 922470

Conservative
01902 672903

CSC

L&S

Labour

UKIP

CSSC (v/ch), A&S

Michael Evans

5 Halesowen North

Tina Westwood

Bill Etheridge

01384 826865

07894 737884

Conservative

UKIP

A&S, DC, CSC

16 Halesowen South

Karen Shakespeare

Stuart Henley

David Vickers

Alan Taylor

Nick Gregory

01562 720499
07973 376024

07967 142367

0121 550 4814
07812 896528

0121 602 2023

07504 815774

Conservative

UKIP

HASCSC, L&S

PSC

Conservative

Conservative

Conservative

A&S, L&S

CSSC, DC

19 Wordsley

20 Netherton, Woodside & St Andrews

Amblecote, Cradley & Wollescote
and Lye & Stourbridge North

Gornal and Upper Gornal &
Woodsetton

1 Julie Baines
1 Simon Tyler
1 Paul Bradley
2 Gaye Partridge
2 Richard Body
2 Tim Crumpton

13
13
13
14
14
14

3 Vanessa Wale
3 Mohammed Hanif
3 Pete Lowe

Halesowen North and
Halesowen South

Belle Vale and Hayley Green
& Cradley South

15
15
15
16
16
16

4 Laura Taylor
4 Simon Phipps
4 Ian Cooper
5 Ruth Buttery
5 Jeff Hill
5 Andrea Goddard

Brierley Hill and
Brockmoor & Pensnett
6 Serena Craigie
6 Rachel Harris
6 Zafar Islam
7 John Martin
7 Karen Jordan
7 Judy Foster

Matt Rogers
Conservative

07929 251240
PSC

Paul Brothwood
UKIP

Group Leader

01384 404183
07791 498977

Christine Perks

Qadar Zada

Elaine Taylor

01384 259979

07429 117439

07982 233903

CSC, L&S, PSC, Tax

Cabinet

OSMB, HASCSC, L&S (v/ch)

Labour

Labour

Labour

A&S (ch)

dmore & Stourbridge East

24 Wollaston & Stourbridge Town

Castle & Priory, St James’s
and St Thomas’s
8 Margaret Aston
8 Ken Finch
8 Alan Finch
9 Asif Ahmed
9 Cathryn Bayton
9 Khurshid Ahmed
10 Shaukat Ali
10 Glenis Simms
10 Steve Waltho

Coseley East and Sedgley
Ian Kettle

Angus Lees

Alan Hopwood

Steve Clark

Nicolas Barlow

01384 392354

01384 390604

07792 523238

07989 202808

PSC

CSSC

Tax

OSMB (v/ch)

01384 370710
07989 174153

Conservative

Conservative

Conservative

Conservative

Conservative

HASCSC (ch)

11 Sue Ridney
11 Melvyn Mottram
11 Star Anderton
12 Michael Evans
12 Tina Westwood
12 Bill Etheridge

David Stanley
Anne Millward
Roger Scott-Dow
Keiran Casey
Adam Aston
Dean Perks

Hilary Bills
Karen Shakespeare
Stuart Henley
David Vickers
Alan Taylor
Nick Gregory

Kingswinford North & Wall Heath,
Kingswinford South and Wordsley
17
17
17
18
18
18
19
19
19

Dave Tyler
Nicola Richards
Edward Lawrence
Luke Johnson
Peter Miller
Patrick Harley
Kerry Lewis
Matt Rogers
Paul Brothwood

Netherton, Woodside &
St Andrews and Quarry Bank
& Dudley Wood
20
20
20
21
21
21

Christine Perks
Qadar Zada
Elaine Taylor
Bryan Cotterill
Jackie Cowell
David Sparks

Norton, Pedmore & Stourbridge
East and Wollaston & Stourbridge
Town
22
22
22
23
23
23
24
24
24

Mike Attwood
Heather Rogers
Colin Elcock
Les Jones
Ian Kettle
Angus Lees
Alan Hopwood
Steve Clark
Nicolas Barlow

Have
your say

Community FORUMS

Council Tax
Reduction Scheme consultation
Should Dudley Council make changes to
its council tax reduction scheme for low
income households?
Please get involved as we want you to have your say on
the future of the scheme.
For information about the scheme, or to complete the
online questionnaire, go to www.dudley.gov.uk/benefits
Paper copy available at Dudley Council Plus and
Dudley libraries.

Borough residents have greater
access to Dudley Council
than ever before through the
successful community forums.
Community forums give people
direct access to councillors and
Dudley Council through regular
drop-in public meetings.
We have individual forum groups for the
following geographical locations:
• Amblecote/Cradley & Wollescote and
Stourbridge North
• Belle Vale/Hayley Green & Cradley South
• Brierley Hill/Brockmoor & Pensnett

Domestic abuse - contact point
If you, or anyone you know, needs
help, advice or support, in relation to
domestic abuse, the Dudley Domestic
Abuse Partnership can be contacted at
the Cedar Centre on 01384 455411.
This service provides assistance for females and
males who need support.

• Castle & Priory, St James’s & St Thomas’s
• Coseley East/Sedgley
• Gornal/Upper Gornal & Woodsetton
• Halesowen North & Halesowen South
• Kingswinford North & Wall Heath,
Kingswinford South & Wordsley
• Netherton/Woodside & St Andrews/Quarry
Bank & Dudley Wood
• Norton/Pedmore & Stourbridge East/
Wollaston & Stourbridge Town
To find out details of forthcoming meetings
go online to www.dudley.gov.uk/community/
community-forums or call 0300 555 2345.
You can also get involved by taking part in the
community forum online initiative - an online
Q&A session with the Leader of the Council,
via our Dudley Borough Facebook and twitter
pages.

There is also a 24-hour national domestic violence
helpline on 0808 2000 247. In an emergency call 999.
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To check details of the next session go to
www.dudley.gov.uk/media/latest-news/
community-forum-online/

Your community council

Pebbell device changing lives
The council’s Telecare Service is
working in partnership with West
Midlands Police to support families
caring for a person with dementia by
providing Pebbell devices to people
with the condition who are living in
the community.
They are already proving to be invaluable to families and saving
police resources.
Dudley Telecare Service has invested in this fantastic new innovation
to support the increasing numbers of people with dementia. It
is a personal safety alarm with an integrated button on the front.
Small and unobtrusive, the device is GPS enabled, keeping carers,
family members and friends connected with their loved one who
has dementia - at all times, whilst the wearer maintains a degree
of independence. All the carer has to do is send a text using their
smartphone and the device will respond by sending a location of the
person wearing the Pebbell back to the smartphone.
For more information on the Pebbell, or any of Dudley Telecare
Service’s devices, ring 0300 555 2040.

Juniors
Museums
at
at

Museums

Parents are advised there is plenty to keep their
juniors entertained at Dudley’s museums. Juniors at
Museums provide a fun and creative programme of
activities for children, their families and friends.
Many activities are free of charge including
enjoyable trails and the regular Sticky
Saturdays. Other activities incur a small charge
to cover the cost of the pastime, including glass
themed sessions and holiday schools.
People are also advised to book up in advance
for the ever popular Halloween
and Christmas themed events.
To find out a full list of activities until the end of December
download a copy of the Juniors at Museums leaflet at www.
dudley.gov.uk (search Juniors at Museums).

New opening times at libraries in Dudley

Keeping safe as darker
nights draw in
As temperatures start to fall
and the dark nights draw
in, Living well, feeling safe is
urging the borough’s older
and vulnerable residents to
keep safe in their homes
as the incidence of bogus
callers and distraction
burglaries begin to rise.
Dark nights encourage bogus callers to
target older residents and distraction
burglaries often increase. The Living
well service is working in partnership
with West Midlands Police to encourage
people to lock front and back doors,
even while at home. A door chain should
also be used and identities of any callers
checked by asking for I.D - if in any
doubt don’t allow them into the home.
More accidental house fires take place
during winter, with many of these
involving older people as portable
heaters and open fires are used. West
Midlands Fire Service offer free home
fire risk checks to residents, which
includes providing smoke alarms - giving
residents and their families real peace of
mind.
The service holds regular ‘out and about’
community visits. On 28-30 September
they will visit Bromley, Kingswinford and
be at The High Acres pub, Madeley Rd,
Kingswinford on the 30th for a drop-in.
Here you will find help and support from
Living well staff.
The service provides practical safety,
security and wellbeing advice for
older and vulnerable people and can
be reached on 01384 817743.

Following consultation, new opening times at
Dudley libraries and the archives centre were
introduced. All libraries will open at least six days
a week and two of the borough’s main libraries
will open seven days a week.
Evening opening times will continue where there is
public demand. To find out the new times contact your
local library, the archives & local history centre, or visit:
www.dudley.gov.uk/libraries

Your community council

15

living well, feeling safe online
Online support for independent living
Find a personalised online ‘prescription’ to suit
your support needs and help you to live a more
comfortable, safe, secure and independent life in
your own home.
We find equipment and services to help you.
A personalised ‘prescription’ is produced, with
purchasing options, to suit your own unique
needs.
It really is as simple as that. All done in a click!
Visit www.lwfsonline.org.uk

Himley bonfire
On Saturday 5 November everything is
sure to go with a bang as Himley holds its
annual bonfire and fireworks display.
It’s the largest local authority fireworks display in the country,
not only lighting up the night sky but the grounds, lake and
surrounding woodland, all to music. You can also enjoy
seasonal refreshments and the largest funfair in Dudley.
The gates open at 4.30pm, bonfire is lit at 7.45pm and the
fireworks display is 8.30pm.

Have your say
for a safer borough
Borough residents are invited
to speak directly to those
accountable for community safety
at an annual consultation event.
The safe and sound ‘have your say’ event
takes place on 28 September at Dudley
Council House from 6.30pm to 9pm.
It gives residents a chance to meet with senior
officers and decision-makers from the police,
council, fire service and other organisations to
ask questions about how the partnership tackles
crime and disorder and substance misuse.
Through small workshops and a question time
session, those attending can say what they think
the big issues are, how they should be tackled
over the next year, talk about what has been
done well and what can be improved.
To book a place visit www.eventbrite.
co.uk (search Dudley have your say), email
community.safety@dudley.gov.uk or call
01384 814735
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Recycle for Dudley
Great news - a new website has been launched dedicated to recycling within the borough.
By going to www.recyclefordudley.org.uk you will be able to find loads of useful information to help you to recycle more, find
out what happens with recycled items and check your collection days. You can also get in touch with us via email to put
forward questions to our team.
We will be developing the site further in the near future, so it is worth regularly checking the site and saving it to your favourites.
Together, we recycled over 42% of our waste last year - please keep up the good work as your effort is really appreciated.

Recycle for Dudley in 2016
Your guide to recycling MORE at home

from your

cardboard boxes, magazines, wine bottles,
spirit bottles, beer bottles, newspapers,
envelopes, drinks cans, aerosols

Top tip: flatten your cardboard boxes and
remove any polystyrene packaging

crisp packets, sweet wrappers or foil

LOUNGE

For more information visit www.recyclefordudley.org.uk

Great facilities for hire on offer at Queens Cross
Dudley Council’s Queens Cross centre is opening its doors for groups to hire
their fantastic facilities.
Located on Wellington Road, Dudley, it is the council’s purpose built,
equipped centre for adults with physical or sensory disabilities. It offers
a whole range of services for people with disabilities during weekdays,
but can also cater for additional groups who may wish to use the
facilities.
During weekdays a number of rooms are available for hire, including a
large room which includes a hot food canteen. At the weekends and
evenings the whole centre can be hired. It includes an IT suite, fully
equipped gym, small library, movie room and a training room with a
smartboard. There is the hot food canteen and a small cafe with kitchen.
There is no charge to hire the centre for any disability related groups.
Other groups are welcome but there is a small charge.
For more information call 01384 813460.

Your community council
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Dudley Canal and Tunnel
Trust’s Conversation Club!
Would you like to meet new people
and make new friends? If yes, Dudley
Canal and Tunnel Trust’s Chit Chat
Club is the ideal place.
The club’s aim is to fight loneliness in the local
community by enabling individuals to get out,
meet new people and make new friends.
The club meets Tuesdays between 10am and
12noon, with befriending volunteers in the
Gongoozler Café located in The Portal.
Please join us and our friendly volunteers to help
ensure we never run out of conversation! You
don’t have to come every week, nor do you have to
stay for the whole session; just drop in as you feel
able.
If you would like more information call us
on 0121 557 6265 or visit our website http://
dudleycanaltrust.org.uk/get-involved/chitchat-club/

adult social care

advice, care and support - when you need it
At some point in our lives, most if not all of us will need help with
everyday living because of an illness, a disability, because we are
getting older or because we are caring for someone.
Dudley Council places the individual at the heart of everything we do.
Our vision is that people should have choice and control over how
they receive support and this support should be based on prevention,
promoting independence and better quality of life.

What is social care?
‘Social care’ is the name given to the support to help you live the life
you choose. It can range from a piece of equipment to practical support
with looking after yourself and getting out and about.
It can be a short term service to help maintain or regain independence
or a range of options to meet longer term, in some cases lifetime needs.

Dudley’s access to adult social care team provides
a first point of contact for people wishing to find out
about adult social care, advice and support.
Call 0300 555 0055
Email accessteam.dachs@dudley.gov.uk
Web www.dudley.gov.uk/adultsocialcare
Visit Brierley Hill, Health and Social Care Centre,
		 Venture Way, Brierley Hill DY5 1RE (9am-5pm mon-fri)
An emergency duty team
is available at all other times on 0300 555 8574
For a copy of the council’s ‘an
introduction to adult social care’ leaflet
please go to our website or contact the
access to adult social care team.
Alternatively try out our Essential Guide
to Adult Social Care online course
which will provide you with everything
you need to know about adult social
care and what's right for you at
www.dudley.gov.uk/adultsocialcare
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Get involved with YOUR TRA!
A series of tenants’ and residents’ association
(TRA) meetings are being held across the Dudley
Borough over the next couple of months.
Dudley Council believes in the importance of tenants’ and residents’ groups and
actively supports and encourages their involvement with the running of their estates.
The groups discuss many issues relating to their estates and make suggestions of how
they can help to make improvements to enrich resident’s lives.

If you live in the area, why not go along to one of the following:
Brierley Hill area
•
•
•
•

Hawbush T.R.A., AGM, 3 October, St Pauls at 7pm
Corbyns Bromley T.R.A., AGM, 31 October, Pensnett Bromley Senior Citizens Club at 7pm
Chapel Street T.R.A., over 65’s Christmas Party, 8 November, Nine Locks at 1pm
Parkes Street T.R.A., 21 November, The Limes at 7.30pm

Dudley area
• Vicarage Prospect T.R.A., monthly coffee morning,
first Tuesday of every month, 63 Claverley Court, 10.30am - 12.30pm
• Saltwells T.R.A., AGM, 11 October, Dudley Wood Learning Centre at 7pm
• Darby End T.R.A., AGM, 12 October, Cole Street Methodist Church at 7pm
• Light Up Netherton event, 1 December, from 6pm
• Butterfield Court T.R.A., 6 December, Butterfield Court from 7.30pm

Halesowen area
• Worcester, Malvern & Tenbury forum, 1 November, Clements Court at 4pm

North Dudley area
• Oval & Tudor T.R.A., AGM, 5 October, Pensioners Club at 7pm

Stourbridge
• Norton Green T.R.A., AGM, 17 October, Gigmill School at 7pm
• Wollaston Farm T.R.A., AGM, 18 October, St James’s School at 7pm
• Green Street Gardens T.R.A., AGM, 26 October, Baylie Court at 7pm

High rise living forum (borough-wide group)
• 22 November, Saltwells EDC, 7pm
All meetings are general public meetings, unless stated otherwise.

Details of meetings correct at time of going to press. Anyone who wishes to attend the meetings should telephone 01384 815168
to ensure it is still taking place, as they may be subject to change.
Updates are regularly posted on the website www.housingtakecontrol.org.uk and at
www.facebook.com/participationindudley
Residents can sign up to the community council e-bulletin by visiting community.council@dudley.gov.uk with their postcode and
house number so they can ensure they receive local news from where they live.

Get involved

19

Beacon Hill T.R.A.
Beacon Hill Tenants’ & Residents’ Association has
represented the people of the Beacon for many years.
We are a dedicated bunch of volunteers and many of us have been
involved with the T.R.A. since time began!

For details of TRA meetings and
events why not visit our website at
www.housingtakecontrol.org.uk

We try hard to keep improving our area; we work in partnership with
our housing manager, the local neighbourhood police team; Friends
of Beacon Tower Group and ward councillors.
We have recently hosted
an ‘information and coffee
morning’ at Joe Jones
Court and had information
stands from Winter warmth,
Telecare and the Living well,
feeling safe teams. The aim
of the morning was to give
people the chance to talk
to us, especially those who
don’t like to come out at
night, so they could tell us
what’s good or bad about
where we live. It was a
great morning with lots of
people attending.

Butterfield T.R.A. - working
together for everyone
The T.R.A. continues to work hard
for our little community.
We support a range of projects, including
the Helping Hand coffee mornings on the
first and third Tuesday of each month,
9am – 1pm and a weekly breakfast club on
Wednesday morning between 9am - 1pm.
Why not pop in and say hello? It’s a great
way to meet your neighbours and make new
friends.
Working in partnership with the council,
there are now drop-in welfare advice
sessions on the first and third Tuesdays of
each month, held in the community room.
We hold regular block inspections with our
housing manager, and feedback given at the
T.R.A. meetings and displayed on the notice
boards.
A couple of dedicated green-fingered
volunteers from the block have been working
tirelessly on the communal gardens. We are
sure you will agree they look fantastic – on
behalf of everyone in Butterfield Court we
thank you both.
We believe our strong and active community
makes Butterfield a great place to live.

New housing manager, Charlotte Partridge, recently joined the area.
She has lots of experience and we look forward to working with her
to continue to improve the area.
The T.R.A. would like to thank former member, Tony Cowell, for his
long standing support of the T.R.A. and his continued support for the
Friends of Beacon Tower group. Whilst on the T.R.A. Tony set-up the
tower restoration fund and over the years has really helped to make
our area much better. Many thanks, Tony, from your former T.R.A.
colleagues.
If you would like to find out more about the T.R.A. visit our
Facebook page at: www.facebook.com/beaconhilltra or
contact the participation team on 01384 815168.

Chapel Street T.R.A.
Recently a vulnerable person living in our area felt the
benefit of being part of a close-knit community.
Concerns were raised by a neighbour about someone not answering
their door - this was unusual and the neighbour thought it best
to make sure all was well and contacted the police and T.R.A.
Thankfully everything was fine and the resident was just sleeping and
had not heard the door being knocked. However, it was noticed they
needed some extra help, so we arranged visits from the Living well
feeling safe team, Homecall and adult social care.
Information about the T.R.A. can be found at:
www.facebook.com/chapelstreetestatetra
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Highfields estate litter pick
On Good Friday a very successful litter pick
was held at Highfields Estate by Zion Christian
Centre working with the local community and
the Hope Centre.
Over 130 volunteers
attended, aged between 15
and over 60, who gave up
their time over a two hour
period in the morning. The
area had a spruce up with
flower beds transformed by
gardeners, the fences were
painted, 30 bags of litter
collected from the estate,
town and surrounding area.
The Zion Christian Centre is hoping to run a similar event
in the future. They would like to pass on their thanks to
everyone involved.

Oval & Tudor T.R.A. - big clean-up
event on 24 June
This is the seventh year the T.R.A. has
successfully applied for funding to host a
big clean-up event for our area
This gives local residents the chance to dispose of large,
bulky items which would otherwise have to be taken
to local tips, or have a paid-for collection through the
council. The funding is used to provide skips at the lockup garage site in Tenacre Lane.
This year’s event was as successful as ever with over 30
households from across the whole estate using the skips
to dispose of unwanted rubbish, almost filling two skips.
Feedback from residents has shown us this project is
something the community want to continue and we have
been asked to host another event soon!
The T.R.A. were supported by the participation
development team, housing managers, local police,
environmental officers and the wider community in
ensuring we hosted a great community service for
everyone. Well done to everyone involved.

Jack Newell Court:
a dedicated sister
We recently received a telephone call from a
resident of Jack Newell Court, who wanted to
share a ‘good news story’.
He told us he had been a resident for about three years
and during that time the raised garden by his flat had been
tended and nurtured by a lady who visits her brother at the
scheme. Michael said that Barbara is a lovely lady who
‘themes’ the garden to coincide with public events, and the
‘Queens 90th birthday’ was one of her latest creations!
Michael and the other residents wanted to thank Barbara for
all her hard work, and let her know how very much everyone
appreciates the garden; it’s grand and residents are all
looking forward to seeing future creations.

Saltwells T.R.A. - bringing the
meeting to the community
We organised a pop up meeting
outside the Bush Road shops
on Wednesday 20 July, with over
30 people telling us what they
thought about Saltwells.
There were positive comments about what a nice
area we live in but the three main priorities were
speeding, litter and improving the park. The T.R.A.
will now work on raising these issues and will feed
back to the estate with a newsletter. Everyone who
attended was entered into a £20 prize draw this
was won by Mrs Brooks from Heath Rd.
If you would liked to get involved with
the T.R.A. please call the participation
development team on 01384 815168.

Love your community
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Follow Dudley borough TRAs
on social media
Tenants’ & residents’ associations across
the borough are reaching out to the
wider community by using Facebook.

Gardening photos
Many thanks to everyone who has sent in photos of their
garden. Such a blaze of colour and variety of approaches
to gardening - you should all be so proud! Here’s a
selection of what we received:

If you live in one of the areas listed below and
want to get updates from your local TRA, then
find and like them on Facebook.

Baylie & Kennedy Courts, Stourbridge
www.facebook.com/greenstgardenstra
Beacon estate in Sedgley
www.facebook.com/beaconhilltra
Bowling Green area of Netherton
www.facebook.com/bgtra
Butterfield Court, Dudley
www.facebook.com/butterfieldcourttra
Chapel Street area in Brierley Hill
www.facebook.com/chapelstreetestatetra
Corbyns Bromley area in Pensnett
www.facebook.com/corbynsbromley.tra
Darby End area in Netherton
www.facebook.com/darbyendtra
Dunns Bank, Brierley Hill
www.facebook.com/dunnsbanktra
Ellowes Hall area in Lower Gornal
www.facebook.com/elloweshalltra
Green Street Gardens, Stourbridge
www.facebook.com/greenstgardenstra
Holly Hall & Woodside, Dudley
www.facebook.com/hollyhallwoodsidetra
Hawbush area in Brierley Hill
www.facebook.com/hawbushtra
Netherton Central
www.facebook.com/nethertoncentraltra
Netherton Regeneration Group
www.facebook.com/nethertonregen
Norton Green
www.facebook.com/nortongreentra
Old Park Farm area of Dudley
www.facebook.com/oldparkfarmtra
Poets Corner community page
www.facebook.com/poetscornercommunity
Vicarage Prospect area of Dudley
www.facebook.com/vicarageprospectTRA
Wollaston Farm
www.facebook.com/WollastonFarm
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The residents, Butterfield Court, Dudley

The residents,
Beulah Court, Halesowen

Mr & Mrs Marsh, Brierley Hill
Mrs Bayfield, Oldswinford

Love your community

Paula Robinson, Quarry Bank

The residents,
the Gables, Wallheath

The residents,
Jack Newall Court,
Coseley
Stevan Hill, Lye

The residents,
Church View, Lower Gornal

Malgorzata Borsuk, Brierley Hill
Margaret Williams, Pensnett

Love your community

Chris Tromans, Dudley

Chris Wallacy, Brierley Hill
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What’s on
We have lots happening across the borough...
and details of events are being added to our calendar regularly. To find out more details about the events
visit the website: Discover Dudley (www.discoverdudleyevents.co.uk)

• Himley Bonfire & Fireworks

Borough events:

5 November

• Craft & Christmas Fayre

• Festival of Remembrance

Various events between 5 - 13 November

• Halesowen lights switch on
19 November

• Brierley Hill lights switch on
3 December

• Stourbridge lights switch on
3 December

19 & 20 November

Museums:
• The Great War, Dudley Museum
throughout the year

• Treasures from the Glass Collection
Dudley Museum, until 31 December

• Dudley lights switch on

• A Brush with Nature

10 December

Dudley Museum & Art Gallery,
24 September - 19 November

Himley Hall & park:

• Return of The Dinosaurs

• Himley Hall Indulgent Afternoon Tea

• Local Heroes Gallery

multiple dates throughout the year. Call 01384 817817

• Bridal Fayre

Dudley Museum, throughout the year
Dudley Museum, throughout the year

• Dudley Unearthed

2 October

Dudley Museum, throughout the year

• Walk for Dreams 2016
16 October

• Halloween Hunt
25 October

Afternoon Tea a
t Himley Hall

nce
Festival of Remembra
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Himley Bonfire

What’s on

• The Brooke Robinson Collection

• Family Day: Halloween Party

• The Climate Change Gallery

• Trick or Treating

• Family Trails

• Fabric Faffers: Christmas

Dudley Museum, throughout the year
Dudley Museum, throughout the year

Dudley Museum & Art Gallery, 27 October
Red House Glass Cone, 29 and 30 October

Red House Glass Cone - two free trails (duck trail and
Titanic trail) available all year round

• Glass Blowing Demonstrations

Red House Glass Cone - weekends from 1.30pm (plus
school holidays 11am to 2.30pm)

Red House Glass Cone, 4 November

• Glass Crafts: Movember

Red House Glass Cone, 5 November

• Sticky Saturday

Dudley Museum & Art Gallery, 12 November

• Crafts at the Cone Exhibition
1 October until January 2017

• Adults Crafts: Christmas

• Glass Crafts: Light

• Sticky Saturday

Red House Glass Cone, 18 November

Red House Glass Cone, 1 October

Red House Glass Cone, 19 November

• Ghostly House

• Christmas Festival & Teenage Market

Red House Glass Cone, 8-30 October

• Fabric Faffers: Autumn Wreath
Red House Glass Cone, 7 October

Red House Glass Cone, 26 & 27 November

• Glass Fusion: Christmas Trees
Red House Glass 26 & 27 November

• Sticky Saturday

Dudley Museum & Art Gallery, 8 October

• Fabric Faffers: Fabric & Felt Decorations
Red House Glass Cone, 2 December

• Sticky Saturday

• Glass Crafts: Christmas Decorations

• Adult Crafts: Halloween

• Santa at the Cone

Red House Glass Cone, 15 October

Red House Glass Cone, 3 & 4 December

Red House Glass Cone, 21 October

Red House Glass Cone, 10/11/17-23 December

• Family Trail: Spooky Ducks

Red House Glass Cone, 22-30 October

• Family Trail: Friendly Ghost Trail

Dudley Museum & Art Gallery, 22-29 October

• Glass Fusion: Santa

Red House Glass Cone, 10 & 11 December

• Adult Crafts: Christmas Table Decorations
16 December

• Holiday School: Tudors

Red House Glass Cone, 24 October

• Zombie Day

Red House Glass Cone, 26 October

• Glass Fusion: Spooks & Zombies
Red House Glass Cone, 26 October

e
Santa at the Con
A Brush

What’s on

with Nat
ure

The Great War
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Parks:
You are never far away from healthy activities as we have
so much going on within the borough’s outdoor spaces Huntingtree Park, Netherton Park, Silver Jubilee Park,
Mary Stevens Park, Leasowes, Priory Park, Saltwells
Nature Reserve.
Let’s Get also encourages the borough to get active via
its walks programme.

• Saltwells Nature Reserve Walk
Fridays, 9.45am

• Dudley Monthly Adventure Walks
Fridays, 10.45pm

• Family play
Huntingtree Park, Saturdays, 2pm

• Cotwall End Valley Monthly Walks
Saturdays, 1.45pm

• Nordic Walking
Mary Stevens Park, Sundays, 11am

You can enjoy a social healthy walk, learn new sports
and activities, use equipment, encourage your kids to be
active and extend your friendship network. Activities are
tailored according to your fitness level and some may
incur additional charges. More information about activities
around the borough can be found at www.lets-get.com

Town Halls:

Examples of activities include:

• Tea Dance at Cornbow Hall

• Yoga
Mary Stevens Park, Mondays, 9.30am and 10.30am

• After School Sports
Silver Jubilee Park, Mondays, 3.15pm

• Buggy Walk and Stay and Play
Netherton Park, Tuesdays, 10.45am

• Himley Hall & Country Park Walk
Tuesdays, 9.45am

• Huntingtree Park Walk
Tuesdays, 9.45am

• Beginners Get Moving
Silver Jubilee Park, Wednesdays, 1pm

• Body Conditioning
Netherton Park, Wednesdays, 5.30pm

• Health Walk
Huntingtree Park, Thursdays, 10am

• Bootcamp
Netherton Park, Thursdays, 5.30pm

• Beginners Bowls
Mary Stevens Park, Fridays, 10am

Health Walks
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• Tea Dances at Dudley Town Hall
Wednesdays, 1pm and 7.30pm
Thursdays, 2pm

• Kum-n-Avaloff
(a monthly comedy gig with 3 acts and curry),
Stourbridge Town Hall, first Thursday of each month, 8pm

• Ken Dodd
Dudley Town Hall, 17 September

• Joe Brown
Dudley Town Hall, 7 October

• 70’s Disco
Dudley Town Hall, 14 October

• Motown & Club Soul Disco Night
Dudley Town Hall, 15 October

• High Jinx children’s magic show
Stourbridge Town Hall, 25 October (Half Term)

• (Disney’s) Zootropolis
Half Term Children’s Film, Stourbridge Town Hall,
26 October

• All Star Superslam Wrestling
Dudley Town Hall, 27 October (Half Term)

• (Disney’s) The Jungle Book (2016)
Half Term Children’s Film, Stourbridge Town Hall,
28 October
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What’s on

• Alexander O’Neal

• Learning by Lamplight

Dudley Town Hall, 9 December (Sold out) second
concert date to be announced

• Ballet Cymru, Romeo and Juliet
Stourbridge Town Hall, 10 December

• Red Lemon Electric Blues Band
Stourbridge Town Hall, 16 December

• (Disney’s )Sing-a-Long-a Frozen
Christmas Children’s Film, Stourbridge Town Hall, 20
December

8 October

• Creepy Critters
22 - 30 October

• Introduction to Candle Making
22 October

• Candle Making Family Learning Workshops
23 October

• Artist Group - Tea & Coffee Morning
26 October

• Young Archaeologists’ & Curators’ Club WW2 Homefront

Dudley Canal Trust:

26 October

• Children’s Halloween Boat Trips
from 28 October

• Santa Boat Trips

• Halloween Nights
28/ 29, 31 October

• The Locksmith’s House - Horrible Histories

from 26 November

29 October

• Carols in the Caverns

• Artist Group - Locksmith’s Home Visit

from 4 November

2 November

• Textile Stories

Bonded Warehouse:

5 November

• Stourbridge Navigation Trust
Open Weekend
15 & 16 October

• Secret Life of Old Houses 3:
Researching the Past
5 November

• Glass Fusion Day Course
5 November

• Santa Boat Trips

• Enamelling Day Course

10/11, 17/18, 22 December

12 November

Black Country Living Museum
• Newcomen Engine in Steam
22 & 23/28 & 29/31 October

• Rag Rug Making Day Course
1 October

• Secret Life of Old Houses 2: Domestic Life
1 October

• Artist Group - Tea & Coffee Morning
30 November

• The Locksmith’s House - Festive Fun Day
3 December

• Willow Christmas Decorations Day Course
3 December

• Christmas on the Homefront
3 December

• Traditional Christmas Evenings
9 & 10, 16-18 December

• Young Archaeologists’ and Curators’ Club
21 December

Dudley Zoo:
• Paranormal Evening
28 & 29 October (adults only)

• Halloween Hocus Pocus
27 & 28 October

• Santa’s Grotto
1-24 December
Dudley Zoo events must be pre-booked.

at
Halloween Nights
What’s on

BCLM

All details of events correct at time of publication.
Go to www.discoverdudleyevents.co.uk to confirm details.
Other events may have been added to the calendar
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Welsh Ballet’s Romeo & Juliet competition
S C D A B P C V O T O S H O W
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One lucky winner can win a pair of tickets to see The
Welsh Ballet’s Romeo & Juliet on 10 December at
Stourbridge Town Hall, thanks to Entertainment Live.
All you have to do for a chance to win is find 10 words relating to this
event in the word search below:

The ten words to find are
Ballet
Live
Stourbridge

Dance
Romeo
Town Hall

Entertainment
Shakespeare

Juliet
Shows

Name........................................................................................................
Address....................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................
Telephone number...................................................................................
Please send your entries to: Romeo & Juliet competition, Home Affairs,
Communications, Council House, Priory Road, Dudley, DY1 1HF.
The closing date for the competition is 20 October 2016.

Terms and Conditions
The judge’s decision is final; only one entry per person, the winners are randomly picked from all the correct entries, the competition is only open to persons over 18 years.
No cash alternative. The competition is not open to employees. Data protection - All of your answers will be treated in strictest of confidence and will be held in accordance
with the data protection act. No individual will be identified in any analysis or report and no personal information will be passed to any third party.

Ballet
Cymru ~
Romeo
& Juliet
Stourbridge Town Hall
10 December

Kum-n-avaloff

Tea Dances

ENTERTAINMENT LIVE!
For information about this event and
other Dudley Entertainment Live
events please visit
www.dudley.gov.uk/entertainment
or call the box office on 01384 812812

Joe Brown

Alexander O’Neal
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Competition

