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1. Introduction
1.1 Context of the DPD

The key tasks undertaken for the
characterisation were:

Dudley MBC is currently preparing an
Area Action Plan (AAP) for Halesowen
town centre that will guide management of
the area at least up to 2026. The
Halesowen Town Centre AAP will form a
key document within the Council’s Local
Development Framework (LDF). In
particular the AAP will provide Policies and
Guidance on new development that will be
used when determining applications for
within and around the Town Centre, as
well as providing planning for investment
in infrastructure to support change. As
with all Local Development Plan
Documents, once adopted the AAP will be
a material consideration when determining
planning applications.

Research. A literature search including
various local histories, the Black Country
Historic Landscape Characterisation, the
Historic Buildings and Sites and
Monuments Record (HER) and the
Development Planning context. A
schedule of the existing designations in
the study area is provided in Appendix 1.
Site survey. A thorough audit of buildings,
spaces, landscape and townscape
including a record of all features that make
a positive contribution to the character of
the area and which may merit further
designation. Equally, neutral and negative
features and areas are recorded that could
benefit from future sympathetic
enhancement.

This Urban Historic Landscape
Characterisation (HLC) document provides
key background information for the AAP
and forms a crucial part of the Evidence
Base by identifying both positive and
negative existing townscape and
landscape elements and opportunities for
future enhancement. The HLC includes
specific detail about local character and
distinctiveness, those individual historic
assets contributing to it and the relative
significance of those assets in relation to
the historic environment of the Town
Centre as a whole. In particular it supplies
a spatially expressed framework of
historical understanding upon which Urban
Design analyses and proposals for change
and enhancement can be mapped. This
has enabled the Vision for Halesowen
Town Centre to be rooted in a detailed
appreciation of the historic environment
and local distinctiveness. Complementary
analyses of the natural environment and
nature conservation also combine to
provide holistic coverage of environmental
issues in the Area Action Plan.
1.2

Deskwork. Analysis of research and
survey findings taking account of
published guidance and local criteria. The
special interest of the area is identified in
text and mapping. The analysis also
identifies the issues including the essential
character of the area, its vulnerability and
any threats, opportunities for
enhancement, townscape principles to
guide urban design, opportunities for
specific policies or planning controls and
any recommendations for designations.
Consultation. Opportunities for community
engagement will be provided by the
Council in the course of developing the
Area Action Plan.
Report production. Draft documents are
circulated for comment and any responses
are taken into account before final reports
are prepared.
1.3

How the characterisation will be
used

The characterisation identifies constraints
and opportunities for future development.
The designation of listed buildings, locally
listed buildings, conservation areas and

Urban Historic Landscape
Characterisation Methodology
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conservation and archaeological priority
areas highlights features of the town
centre that contribute to the quality of the
environment and provides certainty for the
development process.
Urban design principles emerging from
analysis of the existing fabric will enable
new developments that reunite historical
elements and provide appropriate links
between the historic environment and new
21st century urban landscapes.
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2.1

Introduction

2. The Study Area

whilst Highfield Park and the adjacent
allotment gardens are located just to the
west of the town centre. A ribbon of
industrial land follows the valley of the
River Stour in the town centre, although to
the north and south of this the river
corridor forms a ribbon of woodland and
public open space. Areas of more
residential character are located in the
east, south and west with land dedicated
to a mixture of residential and educational
uses directly to the north. The large
Coombeswood, Shenstone and Mucklow
Hill trading estates form a major area of
industrial land uses to the north east.

Halesowen Town Centre forms one of four
designated town centres within the
borough and is located in its south east
corner. It lies to the west of the River
Stour at an historically important bridging
point of the road from Coventry to
Bridgnorth. Nearby District and Local
Centres include Hawne, Cradley and Shell
Corner. The study area (see Figure 1) has
been chosen to include the limit of present
and historic town centre functions, which
includes areas of industrial and residential
development that are considered to have
been directly affected by their proximity to
the Town Centre, both in the past and at
present. This includes substantial parts of
two Council Wards (Belle Vale, Halesowen
South) and includes all of the historic
township of Halesowen.
2.2

The Town Centre includes newly
renovated Halesowen bus station as a
local transport hub although the town is
remote from the region’s passenger
railway connections. Junction 3 of the M5
motorway is located just half a kilometre to
the east. The A459 Bromsgrove Road
provides a bypass for through traffic from
the motorway to the east of the town
centre, whilst the combination of
Queensway and Whitehall Road/Earl’s
Way and New Road provide a partial ring
road around the town centre’s commercial
core, which is cut into at High Street.

Activities

The Town Centre provides a commercial
centre for a significant surrounding district,
which includes areas of high street
shopping, an indoor shopping centre and
supermarket and areas of more specialist
shopping with a high proportion of
independent retailers. Restaurants, cafes
and public houses provide important
venues for social interaction. The Town
Centre includes a number of religious
centres serving a variety of faiths and
denominations, with both spiritual and
social uses. These buildings are often
used for third sector and volunteer
activities in addition to worship. The Town
Centre also supports a number of
educational and civic functions including
the Earl’s High School and the Public
Library. Health provision includes
premises of GPs, dentist and opticians,
amongst other practitioners and several
pharmacists. The Pool Road Baths
provides an important resource for
recreation and leisure, whilst public open
spaces in the town centre include
Halesowen Cemetery and St John the
Baptist churchyard and the small park
known as Fingerpost Gardens at Rumbow,

2.3

Topography and Geology

The majority of the study area lies to the
west of the River Stour. The river runs
through a steep sided gorge for much of
its course through the area with land rising
steeply to east and west from
approximately 113 metres Above
Ordnance Datum (AOD) at Rumbow to
over 126 metres AOD at St John the
Baptist Church in the west and 128 etres
at Wright Street in the east. The land also
falls generally from over 139 metres AOD
at Summerhill at the southern edge of the
study area to 115 metres AOD at New
Road, before rising again at Furnace Hill
to the north of the study area.
The surface geology of the area is made
up of carboniferous coal measures of the
South Staffordshire Coalfield, which
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includes layers of ironstone coal and clay.
These formed soft layers that were deeply
incised by both glacial and fluvial erosion.
Locally available building stone is largely
restricted to soft sandstone’s although the
abundant woodland resources available in
th
the region until the late 16 century
resulted in a significant timber framed
building tradition. The availability of fast
flowing rivers and streams, managed
woodlands for charcoal burning and
ironstone deposits led to the development

of a significant iron founding and working
industry in the area during the medieval
period, which then flourished with
innovations made in the area using coalfired blast furnaces in the industrial period.
Clay and coal also provided the raw
materials for a local brick and tile
manufacturing industry which has resulted
in a distinctive use of materials in the
region, which includes a typically dark red
brick colour to many buildings.
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Historical Development

Halesowen’s history can be traced back to
the Domesday Book. However, the
settlement is probably considerably older,
growing from an Anglo-Saxon settlement
that stood on the road from Wales to
Coventry near a crossing of the River
Stour, which probably lay around a circular
enclosure that now forms the boundary of
the churchyard. This was probably linked
to the river crossing to the south east by a
route following Hagley Street, Peckingham
Street and Little Cornbow.

Road to the north west and along Hagley
Road to the south west, with a new focal
point in the north at the junction of New
Road, High Street and Stourbridge Road.
Areas of terraced housing were also built
on formally planned streets just outside of
the town’s historic core. From the middle
of the nineteenth century up to around
1900 regular building plots laid out on
Blackberry Lane, Mount Street and
Summer Hill were developed to
completion in a piecemeal fashion.

th

From the early 13 century Halesowen
was developed as a market town by
Halesowen Abbey becoming a local centre
for the woollen cloth weaving industry and
a regional market centre for corn. The
monks of Halesowen Abbey obtained a
market charter in 1220. A long triangular
market place extended from the bridge
over the River Stour in the east along
Great Cornbow and Little Cornbow up to
Hagley Street in the west, whilst properties
were set out in evenly spaced burgage
plots. However, following the dissolution
of Halesowen Abbey, the chuchwarden’s
accounts for 1539 record the replanning of
the town centre including the construction
of a new market house and a street
probably running between Great Cornbow
and Little Cornbow.

Development of the Tenterfield area as a
th
residential enclave began in the early 20
century. The historic grammar school at
the Earl’s School was significantly
th
expanded at the start of the 20 century to
take in a large green field site in which the
main building (opened in 1908) forms a
landmark on the northern edge of the town
centre.
The area of housing around the town
centre underwent rapid expansion during
th
the Inter-War period and mid 20 century
with areas of middle class housing to the
south and south east and in the 1960’s
large estates of municipal housing
including the Highfield and Hill Street
estates to the west and south west. The
industrial area along the banks of the
River Stour underwent development
involving increase of the footprint of
individual industrial buildings and sites.

The town’s position next to the River Stour
provided an opportunity to harness
th
waterpower for industry and by the 17
century a thriving metal forging industry
developed. Birmingham Road and
Birmingham Street were built running back
from the market frontage to the forges and
mills on the river bank. In the mid 1750s a
new turnpike road was built linking
Birmingham and Ludlow, passing to the
north of Halesowen and forming the new
route of Whitehall Road and New Road.
Birmingham Street was extended
northward to meet this new route crossing
the River Stour via a bridge known as the
Rumbow.

The 1960s also saw major programmes of
demolition and redevelopment throughout
the town centre itself. Construction of
Queensway created a circulation route
that took traffic out of the central areas of
Cornbow and Hagley Street to the south
and west of the town centre, cutting off the
churchyard from Hagley Street. A group
of municipal buildings including the Police
Station, Magistrate’s Court, multi-storey
car park, Cornbow Hall and Swimming
Pool were developed either side of
Queensway creating a new character civic
area which breaks through to the historic
market place via Pool Road. Other major

th

By the late 19 century, ribbon
development extended along Stourbridge
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developments included the demolition of
the majority of historic buildings on the
west side of Hagley Street and the
development of the Cornbow Centre with a
new frontage to Hagley Street and a
precinct running back westwards from this
frontage. Other areas were redeveloped
at the same time in a more piecemeal
fashion.
More recent development has included the
clearance of buildings along Whitehall
Road/New Road and the construction of
Earl’s Way, creating a dual carriageway
link from Stourbridge Road and High
Street to a roundabout in the east with
access to rapid routes to Birmingham, Old
Hill and the M5. Large office blocks were
developed along the southern side of
Whitehall Road/New Road, including the
monolithic structure of Trinity House. Most
recently a new bus station and a large
supermarket with a multi-storey car park
fronting onto Queensway have been
constructed as a partial redevelopment of
the Cornbow Centre.
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3.1

The Dudley Borough Landscape
and Townscape Character
Study

4. Assessment Methodology

the river to border on more rural Character
Areas. The area includes Amblecote,
Stourbridge, Lye, Cradley and Halesowen.
The present character of this area owes
much to topography but early industrial
activity is also reflected. This relied on the
Stour and its tributaries for water power
and on coppiced woodlands on the valley
sides (a number of which survive) for fuel.
Increased industrial activity carried on into
the 18th and 19th centuries comprising
massive exploitation of the valleys coal
and fireclay deposits and intensive allied
industrialisation of the area as a whole.
Industries ranged in scale from very
extensive fully integrated ironworks and
brickworks to small scale manufactories
and domestic chain shops.

Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council
adopted a Historic Environment
Supplementary Planning Document (SPD)
in September 2006, which forms an
element of the Local Development
Framework. The Dudley Borough
Landscape and Townscape Character
Study forms the core of the Historic
Environment SPD, by describing the
different characteristics of parts of the
Borough which contribute to its
distinctiveness. It was informed by
previous studies undertaken to
characterise the townscape of the wider
Borough, particularly the survey of Areas
of Special Townscape Value, which was
produced as a technical appendix to the
Unitary Development Plan adopted in
1993 (This was replaced by the current
Unitary Development Plan adopted in
October 2005).

“Such activity has obscured much of the
evidence relating to the earlier
development of the areas settlements, all
of which had medieval origins. … Much
formerly open farmland was also
subsumed by major expansion of the
area’s settlements in response to an everrising population, Stourbridge in particular
expanded dramatically. 18th and 19th
century industrial premises were typically
small to medium sized and still remain
within the urban fabric, although
representing a rapidly diminishing
resource, even the 20th century industry is
still mainly small in scale.

Halesowen is identified within the
Character Study as a principal
settlement of medieval origin. These
are typified as including examples of a
mixture of building types dating from
between the 15th and 20th century. The
street layout remains largely lineal with
mostly three storey structures. Many
buildings would have been originally used
as shops and dwellings, and have now
been converted for commercial and retail
use. These settlements also typically
include a market place, church and church
yard, civic buildings, fire stations, police
stations, museums or libraries, cinemas,
and entertainment (bingo, night clubs),
hotels and public houses, office blocks
and street furniture.

“The scars of former large-scale industrial
activity and of mineral extraction have now
largely been erased and industrial and
housing estates now typically impose their
own character on the outskirts of the
area’s settlement centres with Stourbridge,
off the coalfield, being least affected. The
topography of the valley makes this
character area very enclosed and
dominated by the river itself and its
tributaries and important open areas along
it.”

The majority of the study area also lies
within the wider Stour Valley Character
Area, of which the character study
provides the following description:

Outside the central streets of the town
centre the study area includes areas
described as extended settlements,
which represent expansion of earlier

“… This follows the valley floor and sides
of the River Stour and extends south of
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3.2

centres during the 18th and 19th centuries
for both working class terraced housing
and middle class detached villas. These
also include and included corner shops,
dispersed manufacturing premises for
food, consumer goods, engineering etc,
schools and colleges with playing fields,
chapels, churches, hospitals and
cemeteries, petrol stations and allotments.
Other residential areas are typified as
1920s and 30s suburban development,
which is typically of low density detached
and semi-detached housing with shops
and schools, as well as housing estates
from the 1930s to the present including
detached and semi-detached houses,
shops, schools, clinics, chapels church
and public houses

The Black Country Historic
Landscape Characterisation

Large scale historic landscape
characterisation (HLC) studies such as
that for the Black Country are largely deskbased, making use of existing documents,
maps, aerial photographs and other
heritage information. The aim is to gain an
understanding of how places have
developed over time and to identify
landscape types and character areas. The
information derived from such studies can
then be used to assist in the protection
and enhancement of the local character
and distinctiveness of an area when
development proposals are being
considered.
Early HLC studies concentrated on rural
landscapes, but they are increasingly
addressing urban areas. A
characterisation study for the whole of the
Black Country including Wolverhampton,
Walsall, Sandwell and Dudley was funded
by English Heritage and was undertaken
between April 2004 and March 2007 by a
project officer based at Wolverhampton
City Council.

The historic manufacturing areas to the
north east of the study area would be
characterised as Major Industrial Areas;
(Extractive and processing-18th to 20th
Century), with some surviving structures
reflecting the historic iron and steel
industries and reflecting change and
continuity in manufacturing. Elements of
transport systems of 18th and 19th century
date, including canals, railways and
tramways are located in the area. The
regeneration of these areas has created
Commercial Estates from the 1950’s to
present, which include trading estates,
shopping complexes, as well as large and
light industry, warehouses.

3.3

Unitary Development Plan
Technical Appendix: Areas of
Special Townscape Value

A large area of Halesowen, including the
majority of the land within the proposed
AAP boundary, lies within an area that
was identified as an Area of Special
Townscape Value by the Unitary
Development under the Unitary
Development Plan adopted in 1993. A
technical Appendix to that Unitary
Development Plan described the special
features of each of the Areas of Special
Townscape Value identified. It identifies a
number of buildings, including St John The
Baptist Church, Whitefriars, the former
Council House and adjoining properties on
Great Cornbow and the buildings at the
corner of High Street and Birmingham
Road as making a particularly important
contribution to the character of the town
centre through their representation of its
original appearance before the

The Character study also identified the
borough’s communications network as
being important and long-lived elements in
the social landscape including routes,
which include Roman roads to 20th
century dual carriageways. Other
elements such as the rivers, bridges and
weirs, canals, locks, bridges and basins,
pumping stations, railways, viaducts,
stations and signal boxes form historic
architectural elements of the landscape
that contribute to the character of
individual locations.
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redevelopment of the area during the
1960s.

In describing the built form and vernacular
features of the town centre the description
identifies the 1960s building style as
providing the majority of the buildings
within the ASTV and states that these
building provide little to endear
themselves. However, it does state that
these buildings can be improved, as in the
case of the Cornbow Centre, which,
perhaps, suggests that they might be
regarded as a foundation on which a
changing town centre character can be
imposed.

The study identified gateway areas at The
George public house and the junction of
Hagley Road with Queensway. ‘Nodes’ or
focal points within the town centre are
identified at the Hagley Street/High Street/
Birmingham road junction and within the
Halesowen Cornbow Centre. The study
identifies the principal medieval streets as
a significant element in the pedestrianised
town centre, and highlights the positive
role of enclosure of these streets by
surrounding building lines, the number of
interconnecting streets provide numerous
physical and visual links through the town
centre, whilst the advantages of the
redesigned Cornbow Centre over the
previous open-air shopping precinct are
highlighted. The high value of Church
Lane as a visually attractive route
connecting the churchyard area with
fingerpost gardens including views along
this route is given consideration. The lack
of night time uses in the town centre is
noted as an issue.

Issues identified include the need to
improve the publicly visible edges of
streets and to improve the variety, activity,
choice and use within the town centre.
Buildings identified as good quality
remnants of the town’s architecture prior to
the 1960s redevelopment include the
Former Lloyds Bank (now Shipley
Amusements) and timber framed buildings
on High Street, whilst Lloyds Chemists on
Peckingham Street was highlighted for the
good state of preservation of a local
vernacular commercial building.

The description of the town centre
identifies ten landmarks in the ASTV area,
including:

th

The scale of the later 20 century
development is noted as maintaining that
of the earlier structures of the town centre
in addition to the tight focus and enclosure
of the various streets.

•

St John the Baptist Parish Church

•

Egress Tower, Pool Road Car Park

•

Midland/Trinity House

•

The “Lyttleton Arms” Public House

•

The Town Clock

•

Gateway features east and west of
Halesowen Cornbow

The description noted the importance of St
John the Baptist Churchyard and cemetery
with the adjacent green space at
Queensway, Fingerpost Gardens at
Rumbow, the atrium of the Cornbow
Centre and areas of seating along Hagley
Street in providing open space in the town
centre.

•

The Former Zion Church

3.4

•

The George Public House

•

The Cornbow Centre Atrium

•

Cornbow Court (located on
Birmingham Street), formerly known
as Ebeneezer Chapel and Sunday
School.

Identification of Historic
Townscape Character Zones

The character areas identified by the Black
Country HLC provide details of current
buildings and land use in defined areas, as
well as details of previous land use and
development. They can be used to plot
variations in the historic built environment,
as well as areas of similar land uses.
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Within the Halesowen Town Centre study
area, the Black Country HLC identified
approximately a 120 No. individual
character areas. These provided a fine
grain of information regarding the
development of the area based on
typological distinctions, from which it was
possible to plot wider trends in land use
and the existing nature of the historic
environment. This was used to define
larger areas within which further survey
allowed qualitative judgements to be made
on condition, importance and contribution
to a theme such as the area’s history of
iron working, that were required for the
present study and to inform future policies
and proposals.
The Black Country HLC areas were,
therefore, aggregated by plotting them
according to the date of the buildings
identified and the current land use
recorded. The character areas were
divided into four broad time periods, which
equated well with the terminology used by
th
the HLC. These were mid 19 century or
th
th
earlier, late 19 century, early 20 century
th
and mid/late 20 century.

•

CZ 2: Earl’s School

•

CZ 3: River Stour and Furnace
Coppice

•

CZ 4: Earl’s Way and Whitehall Road
and New Road

•

CZ 5: Tenterfields

•

CZ 6: Stourside industrial land

•

CZ 8: Civic Quarter

•

CZ 9: Nail-making Suburb of
Blackberry Lane, Mount Street and
th
th
Summer Hill (mixed 19 and early 20
century housing)

•

CZ 10: Forge Lane Industrial Area

•

CZ 11: The Drive and Maslen Place,
th
later 20 century housing and Early
Victorian Villa development.

•

CZ 12: West Halesowen municipal
housing

•

CZ 13: Queensway west and the
Cornbow Centre

•

CZ 14: Stourbridge Road Victorian
ribbon development
Survey of Historic Townscape
Character Zones

Each character zone was individually
assessed through a walkover survey in
order to consider the significance of
buildings and spaces, and the contribution
they make to the character and
appearance of the historic environment.
Descriptions of each character zone are
provided in section 4 below with a
summary description of its townscape,
architectural and historic character and
archaeological potential and including an
assessment of the area’s overall
importance to the wider historic
environment. More specific information is
also provided on particular landscape
features, such as buildings that make a
particularly important contribution to the
historic character of the zone, noteworthy
landmarks or areas of significant open
space.

From this analysis, fourteen character
zones were identified for the purposes of
this study (See Figure 2).The fourteen
zones are:
CZ 1: Halesowen Historic Core

CZ 7 Grange Road residential area

3.5

The land uses recorded were highly varied
but fell within the more basic divisions of
residential areas, commercial areas,
industrial buildings and offices, and public
buildings and spaces (including parks,
libraries, schools, religious buildings and
graveyards).

•

•

Each description then goes on to identify
negative factors which detract from the
quality of the historic environment and
areas of ‘neutral’ character with little
relationship to the historic environment.
Potential risks for further loss of historic
character are noted in order to assess the
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sensitivity of each area and the
opportunities for conserving and
enhancing the historic environment.
Finally, each description includes a
tabulated list of buildings, locations and
sites that are either currently designated or
recognised as being of historic interest.
Many of these sites are already recorded
on the Dudley Historic Buildings and Sites
and Monuments Record (HER). Where it
is considered that the preservation of a
building or site should be ensured through
designation this is suggested.

and detail (or lack thereof), such that
they intrude into the street scene or
the settings of nearby historic
buildings
Spaces were mapped in a similar way
including:

In addition to the written description of the
character zones, each one has been
mapped with regard to the contribution of
the buildings and spaces to the character
of the historic environment.



Spaces that make a high contribution
to the historic environment, through
the presence of historically significant
buildings, the preservation of their
relationships and the positive
relationship of public realm and other
features to the historic character of the
area



The opposite end of the scale (Areas
of Negative Contribution) are those
areas where the built environment and
streetscape are sufficiently unrelated
to the town’s development that the
historic character has been
superseded by a substantially modern
townscape that detracts from the
historic character of the wider
character zone and study area. These
areas might still be better related to
the historic environment sufficiently
that they make a positive contribution
in future



Between these two poles, there are a
large number of neutral areas, which
were not mapped. These areas do not
detract significantly but could not be
described as making a positive
contribution to the character of the
historic environment.

Buildings were rated on a four point scale:


High Contribution representing those
buildings that are of significant age
and detail reflecting the environment
at a significant point in the settlement’s
development and also in a condition
that ensures that their contribution to
the historic environment is easily
appreciated



Medium Contribution including
buildings that are similarly significant
in age and detail to those of High
Contribution but have been subject to
substantial alteration, such that they
would require repair and restoration to
make a High Contribution;





No Contribution including buildings
that do not date from a significant
period in the settlement’s historic
development, but are considered to be
of sufficiently good quality in design,
materials and detailing that they do not
detract from the character of the
historic environment. The effect of
these buildings may also be called
‘neutral’

However, where it is considered that
neutral areas could be improved, such that
they would make a positive contribution,
they are mapped as ‘Opportunities for
Contribution’
3.6

Identification of buildings to be
proposed for statutory listing

The study area contains a number of
buildings of special historic or architectural
interested which have been designated as
statutorily listed buildings. These are
protected in law. Listed building consent is
required for works of demolition, alteration

Negative Contribution comprising
those buildings that are considered to
detract from the character of the
historic environment as a result of use
of unsympathetic materials, design
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or extension of a listed building. The need
to protect the setting of a listed building
must also be considered in planning
decisions that would affect them.

3.7

Identification of Areas of High
Historic Townscape Value

As noted above each Character Zone was
mapped at a large scale in order to
specifically identify the contribution made
by individual buildings and spaces to the
character of the local historic environment.
The buildings and spaces were ranked
through colour coding into those making a
High, Medium, Neutral or Negative
contribution to local character. Figure 1
illustrates the combined results when the
buildings identified were mapped at a
lesser scale across the whole of the
Halesowen HLC study area.

Criteria for the identification of buildings
that merit protection as listed buildings are
set out in Planning Policy Guidance Note
15 (PPG15) and have been updated
through Circular 01/07: Revisions to
Principles of Selection for Listed Buildings.
The Secretary of State, or in practice
English Heritage, uses the following
criteria when assessing whether a building
is of special interest and should, therefore,
be added to the statutory list:
Architectural Interest. To be of special
architectural interest a building must be of
importance in its architectural design,
decoration or craftsmanship; special
interest may also apply to nationally
important examples of particular building
types and techniques (e.g. buildings
displaying technological innovation or
virtuosity) and significant plan forms

That exercise highlighted the existence of
certain areas that, although not formally
designated as conservation areas,
nevertheless exhibited a concentration of
heritage assets that in combination made
a particularly positive contribution to local
character and distinctiveness. The
cumulative effect of these concentrations
of positive buildings was assessed
alongside the contribution of the
streetscape, landscape features (including
views) and their historical associations to
determine whether they constituted Areas
of High Historic Townscape Value
(AHHTV).

Historic Interest. To be of special historic
interest a building must illustrate important
aspects of the nation’s social, economic,
cultural, or military history and/or have
close historical associations with nationally
important people. There should normally
be some quality of interest in the physical
fabric of the building itself to justify the
statutory protection afforded by listing

A set of criteria were used to inform this
assessment which comprised:

It also sets out general principles for
identifying whether a building has ‘special’
interest including its age and rarity,
aesthetic merits, selectivity, national
interest and state of repair.

Contribution of historic buildings to a
‘sense of place’

The historic landscape characterisation
included consideration of whether any
buildings should be added to the list of
buildings of special architectural and
historic interest as a result of fulfilling
these criteria.
Descriptions of each building proposed for
listing are provided in Appendix 2 and they
are mapped on figure 4.

12

•

Does the area contain a concentration
of buildings judged to make a positive
contribution to the quality of the
historic environment?

•

Do historic buildings make an
important contribution to the area’s
character?

•

Do the buildings within the area share
features of architecture, materials and
detailing that makes an important
contribution to its character and
distinctiveness?
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Street plan and form
•

Does the area retain a street plan that
represents a stage of formal planning
at an important point in the
development of the area?

•

Does the area retain a street plan that
represents informal or opportunistic
development that represents an early
or otherwise important point in the
development of the area?

•

Views and setting

Does the location, spacing and
positioning of the buildings and
associated property have an important
relationship with the development of
the street plan such that it contributes
to the historic, communal and
aesthetic value of the area?

Does the area retain elements of
streetscape such as street furniture,
boundary features, tree planting or
paving materials make an important
contribution to the historic character of
the area, for example as elements of a
formally planned development also
represented in the surrounding
buildings and street plan?

•

Does the area contain elements of
streetscape that illustrate earlier
periods of development which have
been disguised by later activity?

•

Does the area contain elements of
streetscape that have been added
over time, and have associations with
prominent individuals, events or
activities of importance to the local
area?

•

Does the area have associations with
significant features or areas of
acknowledged value in its immediate
setting?

•

Is the area a rare or particularly well
preserved example of its type in the
borough, region or country?

•

Does the area contain a form of
townscape that is considered to be
distinctive of the borough or region?

•

Does the area’s townscape provide
evidence of one or more important
aspect of the area’s social, economic,
religious political or cultural history,
such as associations with particular
individuals, groups or industries?

They are shown on figure 4.
3.8

Identification of Areas of High
Historic Landscape Value

The Borough Council have identified
Landscape Heritage Areas in the past.
These are identified within the Adopted
Unitary Development Plan and protected
by UDP Polices HE2 and HE3. Given the
potential confusion provided by the
naming of these areas it is proposed that
they should be re-identified as Areas of
High Historic Landscape Value (AHHLV)
to demonstrate that it is the importance of
the elements of the historic environment to
the character and distinctiveness of these
areas that is recognised by this
designation. Whereas the designation of
AHHTVs recognises the contribution to
local character and distinctiveness of the
structures within built-up areas, which
might be complemented by features of the
wider landscape, the value of AHHLVs is
considered to reside primarily in the quality
of the wider landscape, such as areas of

Completeness
•

Do views through, into or out of the
area make an important contribution to
the quality of the historic environment?

Representation and historic interest

Streetscape
•

•

Is the area well preserved in terms of
the buildings, street plan and
streetscape that represent the most
significant phases in its development?
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open space, woodland, watercourses,
hedgerows and archaeological features
and their historic, communal, ecological
and aesthetic values. It is proposed that
the following criteria are used to identify
Areas of High Historic Landscape Value:

•

Amenity

•

Representation of Cultural Heritage
•

Does the landscape of the area
include a concentration of well
preserved features that reflect the
early development of the area
including patterns of settlement and
land use?

•

Does the area contain a concentration
of well preserved features resulting
from industries that have been
influential in the development of the
area?

•

Does the area contain features that
demonstrate the relationship between
past human activity and the features of
the natural environment including
geological resources, watercourses
and ecological resources?

3.9

Does the area contain significant
geological heritage including deposits,
outcrops or strata that are of regional
or national importance as a
representation of the geological
development of the country?

•

Does the area have a high ecological
significance as habitat or wildlife
corridor?

Preservation
•

•

Do features of the historic
landscape contribute to the visual
amenity of the environment or its
use as public open space?
Identification of Designed
Landscapes of High Historic
Interest

Some areas retain landscape features that
are the product of a formal design process
with the intention of producing both a
functional and aesthetically pleasing
landscape. Such areas include Parks,
gardens and cemeteries. Nationally a
Register of Parks and Gardens of Special
Historic or Horticultural Interest is
maintained by English Heritage to
recognise the contribution to the nation’s
heritage of the finest designed
landscapes. However, there are
numerous landscaped areas within the
borough that make an important
contribution to its character as a result of
their design and historic associations
which would not meet the criteria for
inclusion on this national register. To
ensure that the contribution of these areas
to local character and distinctiveness is
recognised in planning for the future of the
borough, it is proposed to identify the most
historically significant of these as
Designed Landscapes of High Historic
Value.

Representation of Natural Heritage
•

Are the features of the historic
landscape considered to be rare or
unusual survivals of their type and/or
is their preservation threatened?

To identify the Designed Landscapes with
the highest historic value the following
criteria have been used:

Are the features that contribute to the
distinctiveness of the landscape well
preserved, such that their original
function and interrelationship is readily
understandable?

Date
Was the landscape designed and laid out
at a remote time or is it an early example
of its type?

Does the area retain a range of
features that relate to the same or
similar industries, including features
that illustrate the development of
technology and the use of the
landscape over time?

Does it have qualities in terms of layout,
planting, furniture and other features that
reflect its date of creation?

14
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Preservation

•

It is old and has survived ..age

Is the landscape well preserved in terms of
the layout, furniture structures and planting
that are recorded at the time of its setting
out or at other significant stages in its
development?

•

It occupies a special place in the street
…..townscape value

•

It is of particular architectural or
vernacular (ordinary local) style

Aesthetic Value

•

It has (for example) dressed stone,
terracotta or stained glass ...use of
materials

•

Or it has historical association with a
local character or event

Is the landscaped successful in creating
an attractive area for recreation or
commemoration as a result of its formal
design or through fortuitous elements such
as the ‘patina of age’ or through dramatic
juxtapositions of vernacular or industrial
buildings with designed landscapes?

The Historic Landscape Characterisation
included consideration of whether any
additional buildings should be added to the
Local List. Given the elapse in time since
the original compilation of the Local List,
the characterisation study was tasked with
reviewing the criteria used to identify
buildings of local architectural or historic
interest. The following criteria have been
developed from English Heritage’s
Guidance for the assessment of unlisted
buildings in the context of Conservation
Area Appraisals and in assessing
buildings for the Statutory List. Buildings
which have been very badly altered are
excluded. They are not intended to be an
exclusive list and one or more may apply:

Historical Association
Was the landscape set out at a particularly
significant point in the development of the
wider area, such as the creation of a new
civic or administrative body or by or for a
locally notable group or individual?
Does the landscape represent a
particularly interesting example of the
horticultural or artistic development of its
type?
Does the design of the landscape have
associations with the formation of religious
communities and beliefs in the area?

Architectural Merit

They are shown on figure 4.
3.10

•

Is the building the work of a particular
architect or designer of regional or
local note?

•

Has it qualities of age, style, materials,
plan or other distinctive characteristics
which reflect those of at least a
substantial number of other
recognised historic buildings in the
area?

•

Does it display an innovative or rare
example of a locally distinctive form of
construction or use local materials?

•

Does it have landmark quality?

Identification of Buildings of
Local Historic Importance

A number of buildings and structures
within the study area have been identified
as ‘locally important’ and have, therefore,
been recorded on the List of Buildings and
Structures of Local Architectural and
Historic Interest (The Local List) by Dudley
Metropolitan District Council (DMBC
1996). Many of these historic buildings
were built after 1840 and so will often not
meet the national criteria necessary for
inclusion on the statutory lists. This does
not, however, diminish their importance in
terms of the local historic character of
Stourbridge Town Centre. The Local List
was compiled in 1996 using the following
criteria:

Historical Interest
•
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Does the building display an important
aspect of the area’s social, economic,
religious political or cultural history?
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Does it serve as a reminder of the
development of the settlement in
which it stands or of an earlier phase
of growth, which may have been
masked by later development?

•

Rarity

Does it have an historic association
with established features such as the
transport network, burgage plots, an
urban park or other landscape
feature?

•

Is the site a rare surviving example in
the area of a particular class of
monument?

•

Is the site the only, or one of very few,
visible remains in a locality?

Close Historical Association
•

•

•

Is there evidence of significant
concentrations of objects of
archaeological interest, e.g. dumps of
manufacturing rejects?

Representation

Has the building significant historical
associations with local famous people
or events which are well documented?
Does the building relate by age,
materials or in any other historically
significant way to adjacent statutorily
or locally designated sites or areas
and contribute positively to their
setting?
If a structure is associated with a
designated landscape, such as walls,
terracing or a garden building, is it of
identifiable importance to the historic
design?

•

Does the site represent a significant
period in the area’s history or have the
potential to inform understanding of its
development?

•

Does the site represent an important
stage in the development of a
nationally, regionally or locally
important industry or other activity?

•

Do the material remains have a
definite connection with a significant
local character or group of people or
an event affecting the local people?

Vulnerability
Descriptions of each building proposed for
addition to the local list are provided in
Appendix 2 and they are mapped on figure
4. All of those buildings put forward also
meet the original criteria adopted by the
Council in 1996.
3.11

•

Is the site a locally distinctive form or a
typical, but well preserved, example of
a class of monument which is at risk or
potentially at risk in the locality?

•

Is the site a particularly fragile
example of a monument which could
easily be destroyed or seriously
damaged by unsympathetic
treatment?

Identification of areas with high
archaeological potential

Criteria used to identify sites that should
be recognised as Archaeological Priority
Areas are based on survival, rarity,
representation and vulnerability:

Other Criteria
•

Survival
•

Do physical remains survive, or is
there evidence that they are likely to
remain, whether as buildings,
earthworks or sub-surface deposits?

Is the site publicly visible and
accessible having important amenity
value to the local community?

Full descriptions of each area proposed for
designation as Archaeological Priority
Areas are provided in Appendix 2 and they
are mapped on figure 5.
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4.

Analysis of the fourteen character zones

CZ 1

Halesowen Historic Core

General Character Description

southern end of Hagley Street, marked the
south eastern limit of the town’s built up
area. The south side of Great Cornbow
and the north side of Peckingham Street
and Little Cornbow marked the two further
sides of the market place whilst the
location of its eastern edge is uncertain
and may simply have tapered down to the
entrance from Cornbow Bridge, where a
mill stood next to the historic bridge over
the Stour. Following the dissolution it
appears that the town centre was partly replanned with the construction of a new
market hall and a new street set out, which
may have been the Bull Ring. During the
th
th
16 and 17 centuries islands of buildings
were constructed across the former
market place creating narrow streets and
busy commercial frontages. Many of the
buildings constructed at this time were
inns, such as the Queens Head,
Birmingham Street and The George,
Church Street, possibly catering for the
busy market days in the town centre as
well as serving customers stopping off on
the east - west route through the town.

This character zone contains the majority
town centre’s main shopping streets
including Hagely Street, High Street,
Peckingham Street and Great Cornbow,
as well as the green open spaces of the
churchyard and Fingerpost Gardens and
the more secluded backstreet areas of
Church Lane and Little Cornbow (which
are nevertheless important pedestrian
routes). Development across this area
varies gradually from two to three storeys
and includes a variety of materials and
forms, although the narrow frontages of
the older properties have generally been
reflected in the rhythm of frontages in new
developments. A number of historic
buildings stand at street corners or at
prominent points within view lines along
streets. The buildings on the south side of
Great Cornbow generally have broader
frontages and a less commercial
appearance, which has been reflected in
the design of new buildings just to the
west on Birmingham Street.
Historical Development

Surviving buildings and the drawings
made by Bill Hazelhurst prior to the
campaign of demolition in the 1960s,
suggest that many buildings within the
town centre were replaced by new ones in
th
th
the 18 and 19 centuries. These include
the properties at Nos. 24 – 26 Great
Cornbow and the former Halesowen
Institute now known as Helen House, built
in 1877. Many of the town’s commercial
th
premises were also rebuilt in the later 19
century, such as the Lyttleton Arms (now
Picks at No. 89 High Street) and the
former Lloyds Bank (now Shipleys at No.
23 Hagley Street). A Church of England
school was built at Church Street in 1838,
although the present buildings are not
shown on the Plan of Halesowen dated
1845 and were first recorded on the 1880s
Ordnance Survey map. A new Church
Hall, was built just outside St John the
Baptist Churchyard on Church Street in
1897.

This area has a complex history of
development that has been rehearsed in
detail elsewhere (see Julian Hunt’s A
History of Halesowen, 2004). Excepting
Birmingham Road, Birmingham Street and
Rumbow, this character zone contains the
majority of the streets that had developed
within the town centre by the end of the
medieval period. This includes Church
Street/High Street running up the hill from
the north and wrapping around the outside
of St John the Baptist Churchyard. The
route of High Street and Hagley Street,
which meet at the bottom of a shallow
valley that was once the site of a ford over
a narrow stream that ran down to the
Stour, join the church to the site of the
medieval market place, which, it is
presumed, was set out by the monks of
th
Halesowen Abbey from the mid 13
th
century. Up until the mid 19 century, the
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th

roles including: historic inns, banks
and shops; the former offices of
Halesowen Urban District Council; and
the townhouses used as mixed homes
and places of business by solicitors,
doctors and industrialists over the past
three hundred years.

Developments in the early 20 century
included the demolition of the Plume of
Feathers Inn on Church Street and
erection of Church Street Chambers as a
small parade of shops. This area was
heavily affected by the redevelopment of
the town centre during the 1960s, with
many of the older buildings replaced with
new building stock. None of the medieval
streets were left unaffected and a number
of minor streets or yards were lost
altogether. New buildings constructed as
part of this development tended to have
long and relatively low frontages, which
contrast sharply with the highly varied
frontages of the buildings that preceded
them, including those few that survive.
The construction of the Halesowen Health
Centre in the mid 1980s cut across the
former line of Little Cornbow, cutting off
the course of one of the town’s oldest
streets.

•

The enclosure of Hagley Street, High
Street and Cornbow provides well
defined commercial areas, whilst the
narrow width of properties running up
Hagley Street, High Street and
Peckingham Street provides rhythm to
views along the street. These
properties have a great deal of variety
which creates an organic street scene
that supports the character of the town
as an historic market town, despite the
relatively recent construction of many
of the buildings.

•

The green open spaces adjacent to or
just outside the commercial area
include historic features such as the
walls and steps at Fingerpost gardens
built during the Great Depression of
the 1930s.

•

The new town clock at the junction of
Hagley Street, High Street and
Peckingham Street acts as a focal
point to the town centre. The plinth on
which the clock is mounted appears to
be of poorer quality design in
comparison to the clock and could be
improved in future.

•

Lighting throughout the town centre is
provided by good quality reproduction
Victorian lamps which are considered
to work well with the character of the
older buildings in the town centre,
although they appear slightly
th
incongruous next to the later 20
century structures.

Positive features
•

•

•

The street plan of this area retains
much of the historic grid of streets that
had developed by the end of the
medieval period, this includes the long
route of Hagley Street/High Street
leading up to the church at the tip of
the promontory, as well as the triangle
of street created by Great Cornbow,
Little Cornbow and Peckingham
Street, which ran from the ancient
bridging point of Cornbow Bridge and
probably enclosed a triangular market
place. These and the small
connecting routes create an intricate
townscape with numerous pathways,
spaces and connections.
A number of buildings of particular age
provide an old world character to parts
of the area. These make use of a
mixed palate of materials, largely red
brick with natural slate and sandstone
dressings but include examples with
exposed timber frames and rendered
facades incised to resemble ashlar
masonry.

Landscape Features

Older buildings representing the
evolution of the town and its historic
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•

Areas of green open space add relief
to the built up environment.

•

The gently curved streets with
enclosure by strong building lines
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The redevelopment of a large part of this
th
area during the mid and later 20 century
resulted in the loss of many of the historic
buildings that gave this area its historic
character. Buildings, which predate the
1960s redevelopment are relatively few
and scattered, whilst the replacement
buildings, including the Cornbow Centre,
were constructed using jarringly discordant
materials of relatively poor quality and with
designs that provide little quality to views
from the public realm. Although these
buildings have varied and active ground
floor shop fronts addressing the street, the
upper floors of these buildings present
particularly featureless and unattractive
aspects to the street and are both clad in
poor quality materials and poorly
maintained. Nevertheless, the buildings
constructed in this area during the 1960s
and subsequently, as well as those built in
the adjoining Civic quarter character Area
(CZ8 below) do share an architectural
unity that combine to provide the town with
th
a strongly defined later 20 century
character. This might, in future to be
judged positively as a comprehensive and
planned development that provides a good
representation of its sort, although this
would probably require sensitive
restoration and improved maintenance of
many buildings in the area.

provide lengthy views that are
contained by the townscape.
•

St John the Baptist Church acts as a
significant landmark within the town
centre as a result of its tall spire and
use of local sandstone masonry,
which provides a warm tone in the
townscape.

•

Historically and architecturally
significant corner buildings provide
attractive and characterful end stops
to views through the area.

Archaeological Potential
This area contains the following three
areas judged to retain high archaeological
potential that are proposed as
Archaeological Priority Areas:
The area of medieval Halesowen [HBSMR
12337], in which there is potential for the
survival of remains of buildings, street
features, boundaries and backland
activities including gardens, yards and
industrial sites relating to the early history
and development of the town.
The Cornbow Bridge [HBSMR 7396]
formerly the crossing of the River Stour on
the regionally significant Bridgnorth to
Chester road. It was first recorded in
1668-9 when it had fallen into disrepair.
The bridge stands at a natural crossing
point at the head of a wide gorge formed
by the river and retains evidence of
numerous phases of repair and
reconstruction.

Historic records of the these street
frontages prior to their redevelopment,
including the exceptionally detailed line
drawings made by Bill Hazelhurst ahead of
the demolitions of the 1960s demonstrate
the great variety of form, scale and
orientation of buildings, which must have
created a highly varied and vibrant street
scene, with a great detail of architectural
detail and ornament. The loss of such
features has clearly been to the detriment
of the town centre’s character and
distinctiveness.

The site of the Cornbow Mill [HBSMR
4632] identified as a malthouse on the
Plan of Halesowen of 1845 and as The
Institute on the Ordnance Survey map
produced in the 1880s. The malthouse,
which was probably converted from the
mill, was recorded in 1778 following the
death of its owner William Powell. The
site retains two sluices and three bricked
up arches in addition to sandstone block
and cobbled surfaces

The enclosure and liveliness of frontages
to the eastern part of Great Cornbow and
Little Cornbow have lost the definition
provided by frontage buildings, whilst the
course of Little Cornbow was crassly
reduced to a narrow alleyway through the

Negative features and issues
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Management of other buildings in this
character zone could take a number of
different paths, either aiming to promote a
th
progressive replacement of late 20
century buildings of less architectural or
historic interest to provide greater variety
and interest to the street scene whilst
respecting the scale and massing of the
surrounding buildings and raising the
standard of materials and design
represented; alternatively it might be
deemed suitable to promote restoration or
improvement of the existing building stock
to achieve a raise their architectural
contribution to the environment. The latter
approach could aim to acknowledge the
design influences and planning of the
1960s redevelopments to introduce bolder
statements and, potentially support
development of larger retail units within
the town centre, whilst the former
approach might tend to encourage a more
intricate townscape with a greater number
of small units, more intensive use of retail
space and introduce a greater mix of uses
into this area.

construction of the Halesowen Health
Centre across its route during the 1980s.
Some notable buildings outside this area
have a negative impact on views into and
out of it and negatively affect the settings
of some of the most significant historic
buildings. These include Midland
House/Trinity Point which affects the
settings of St John the Baptist Church, Ivy
House, Whitefriars and The George public
House, all of which are nationally listed
buildings.
Sensitivity to change
The loss of any of the buildings within this
area that pre-date its redevelopment
during the 1960s would be considered as
a serious negative impact on the character
and distinctiveness of the town centre.
This is due both to the quality of the
surviving buildings, their locations within
the town centre and their rarity.
Alterations to these buildings involving the
loss of original architectural detailing and
ornament would be considered detrimental
to the character and distinctiveness of the
area.
Recorded Features
HBSMR
Ref.

Description

Designation

12337

Township area as designated on Township area map. Halesowen
is the head of a huge parochial area. This was within the county of
Worcester but was transferred to Shropshire after the Norman
Conquest and only returned to Worcestershire in the 19th century.
The place-name is derived from two elements: the Early English
(Anglo-Saxon) Halas – meaning the nooks or corners and the
Medieval Welsh personal name Owen………..

-

7130

Queens Head Public House, Birmingham Street, possibly as early
as 17th century.

On Local
List.

7131

Lyttelton Arms PH, High Street. Attractive brick corner pub, 19th
century.

On Local
List.

7671

87-89, High Street., Shops.

On Local
List.

866

79, High Street. Late C18 - early C19, 2 storey, red brick shop.

Grade II
Listed
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865

77, High Street. Late C18 - early C19, 3 storey, red brick house.

Grade II
Listed

864

75, High Street. Late C18 or Early C19 re-fronting to earlier timber
frame exposed at side & rear. Roughcast; 2 storeys; one sash
window; plain gable at centre. Good timbered wing projects at rear,
painted brick nogging. North side has 2 late C18 or early C19
windows to ground storey flanking wood pilaster door case with
pediment.

Grade II
Listed

12085

Former Ebenezer Chapel, Birmingham Street. Primitive Methodist,
dated 1868: three-bay front in brick with blue and white
polychrome decoration, now shops.

On Local
List.

851

Whitefriars, 6-8 Church Lane. C16, timber-frame and painted brick,
2 storey house.

Grade II
Listed

4631

Site of suspected Hay Moat Watermill, 10, Church Lane. Cottage,
probably was once a watermill. Its end wall is parallel to the river
and leat-like evidence remains.

On Local
List.

7049

Site of Halas Well, New Street. Brick built well shaft. Shown as the
site of a pump on the 1882-1887 Ordnance Survey Map. Also
known as The Holy Well; the water was used to cure sick children.

867

Ivy House., Church Street. Early C19, 3 storey, roughcast house
with C19 railings to forecourt.

Grade II
Listed

860

St John the Baptist Church, High Street. Norman and
Perpendicular Gothic style church. Tiles from Halesowen Abbey
on display here.

Grade I
Listed

861

Churchyard Walls and Gates, St. John the Baptist Churchyard,
High Street. Late C19 Sandstone walls with iron railings enclosing
the churchyard.

Grade II
Listed

1742

Circa 1763, rectangular stone slab with flat top on top of low stone
plinth in St. John the Baptist Churchyard. Vertical grave stone with
name engraved later addition. William Shenstone was a poet and
landscape gardener.

Grade II
Listed

863

The George Inn., 16, High Street. Late C18, 2 storey inn of red
brick.

Grade II
Listed

862

Medieval Market Cross in stone with later ball finial and small cross
head. (See 15094) Cross formerly stood in the Cornbow market
area but was blown down in a storm on 22 February 1908 and reerected in churchyard. Listed building grade II also became
Scheduled Monument in 1998.

Grade II
Listed &
SAM
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7187

Shipleys Amusements, Hagley Street, formerly Lloyds Bank. Built
in 1874 to designs by J. A. Chatwin (the designer of Lloyds Banks
head office building in Ann Street, Birmingham of 1871 and the
Lombard Street Office of 1887<1>. It replaced an earlier nail
warehouse and included residential accommodation for the bank’s
manager at first and second floor level<2>. It is of three storeys in
red brick with stone detailing and a hipped natural slate roof. The
design is of restrained mid-Victorian Gothic revival with pointed
arches to the heads of first floor windows in deep reveals of
moulded bricks or archivolts. Each arch is infilled with a panel of
delicately carved foliage The second floor frontage is lit by nine
narrow windows in three evenly spaced groups the central of which
is covered by a projected hood with a hipped roof supported on
stone brackets decorated with further sculpted foliage. The foliage
is continued in panels over each of the three central windows. The
first and second floors are divided by a narrow moulded string
course which is repeated through the springing of the arches to the
first floor windows. A heavy modillion band runs over the
shopfront, which is otherwise a modern insertion.
<1>Communication form Lloyds Bank Archivist J.M.L. Brooker
dated 18.05.1984
<2>Ibid.

On Local
List.

15094

Site of the Market Cross, The Bull Ring, Halesowen. The market
cross was moved to St John the Baptist Churchyard after it was
blown over during a storm in 1908

MOVED.

15129

Church Hall and House, Church Street.

Propose for
Local Listed
Building

15109

Church of England School, Church Street.

15110

Non-conformist chapel, Halesowen Cemetery, Hales Road.

Propose as
Local Listed
Building

7396

Cornbow Bridge, Cornbow. The bridge was associated with a mill
and was first mentioned in a document of 1668-9 as being in a bad
state of disrepair. It was the responsibility of Sir Henry Lyttelton. It
was periodically brought up at Salop Quarter Session Courts
throughout the 18th and 19th century as being in need of repair.
The present bridge shows signs of the various repairs that have
been done to it over the last 200 years.

Propose as
APA

4632

Site of Cornbow Mill, Cornbow. Medieval Corn Mill, Post medieval
Blade Mill and Early modern Malt Mill. Sandstone blocks and
bricks, two sluices and three bricked up arches. No evidence of a
mill is recorded in modern O.S. maps; but the weir and sluice
remaining clearly suggest this was its’ site.

Propose as
APA

12258

27, Great Cornbow. Corner shop very traditional form and front.

Local Listed
Building

15093

Site of Market Hall in the Cornbow. Built in 1539 and demolished in
1800.

-

22

Halesowen Town Centre UHLC

CZ 2

5. Character Zone Analysis

Earl’s School

General Character Description

that would negatively affect their
character.

This Character Zone contains large
th
educational buildings which span the 20
century in their style and construction,
within a setting of open spaces that
include green playing fields and sports
courts. The main buildings of the school
stand well back from the road on a southfacing terrace on Furnace Hill and
overlook Earl’s Way and New Road.
Access to the area is from Furnace Lane,
which climbs the hill to the west of the
school site, largely with rear boundaries of
residential properties on its western side.
The School has two entrances from
Furnace Lane with trees lining this
boundary providing some screening to
views from the road. The school buildings
are in varied styles and materials,
although red brick predominates in the
frontages overlooking Earls Way.

•

Although they vary in their style and
materials, the school buildings are of a
consistent scale.

•

The main school buildings are
landmark features that are prominent
in views from the south, particularly
from Earls Way and the northern end
of Church Street and are glimpsed
from Furnace Lane.

•

Ornamental gates and red brick
boundary walls contribute positively to
the character of the area as an
institutional landscape.

Archaeological Potential
No archaeological remains have
previously been identified in this area,
whilst it is likely that construction of
buildings and terracing of the slope in the
south of the character zone will have had
a detrimental impact on the preservation of
any remains that may have been present.
The northern part of this are would
formerly have lain within Furnace Coppice
and it is likely that all but the most robust
archaeological remains will have been
affected by disturbance from roots and,
later through clearance of vegetation.
However, given the proximity of the
medieval town centre and the historic
industries that were present in this area
during the medieval, post-medieval and
industrial periods, there remains an
undefined potential for the presence of
remains of at least local interest.

Historical Development
Although a grammar School was founded
in Halesowen in 1630, the School was not
constructed on the present site until 1908,
with assistance from the recently formed
Worcestershire County Council. A second
block was added directly to the west of the
main block in 1931 and was designed by
the notable local architect and former pupil
A.T. Butler. A third major building block
housing Halesowen Technical School was
added to the north of the Grammar School
in 1939. This later became Halesowen
College of Further Education, but was later
added to the Grammar School site to form
a comprehensive school in 1966, which
was renamed The Earls High School in
1972. A new further education college was
built to the north of the study area.

Negative Features
•

The Earl’s Way and large traffic island
at its western end provides a relatively
poor setting for the school.

•

Pedestrian access to the school from
Earl’s Way is relatively poor

•

Temporary buildings erected for the
school detract from the appearance of
the area as a whole, although they are

Positive Features
•

Several large school buildings each
individually designed and built with
features that stand out as of interest
and including examples by prominent
local architects. These remain well
presented without major alterations
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relatively small and hidden by larger
structures.

alterations to these buildings should be
carefully considered to avoid a loss of their
significance.

Sensitivity to Change

The character zone does contain a
number of buildings of less significance,
including temporary buildings and
buildings of 1950s construction that were
considered to make a negative
contribution to the quality of the historic
environment by intruding into views of the
more impressive structures. Replacement
of these buildings with more sensitively
designed ones would provide an
opportunity to enhance the character of
the area in the long term. The classicism
of the 1930s buildings or the more liberal
architecture of the 1908 structure could
provide some inspiration to the design of
new structures.

Each of the School’s main buildings has a
strong architectural character. The
buildings of 1931 and 1939 share a Neoclassical style, with much symmetry and
regularity in the form and spacing of
windows and the pitch and profile of roofs,
whilst the earlier 1908 building was
designed with a much freer Arts and Crafts
style, with elements of asymmetry. These
buildings make an important contribution
to the historic interest and character of the
area and help to form an area of high
historic townscape value. Demolition of
these buildings would represent serious
loss of the architectural and historic
significance of this area. Proposals for
Recorded Features
HBSMR
Ref.

Description

Designation

Area of High Historic Townscape Value. This area forms part of
a northern Halesowen Area of High historic Townscape Value
through the contribution of the architect designed school
buildings and their institutional landscaping.

Propose as
AHHTV

15111

The Earls High School, Grammar School building of 1908. Built
by Worcestershire County Council. An elaborate Edwardian
building using an Arts and Crafts inspired Jacobean Revival
style with a symmetrical south facing elevation of four bays
composed of the gable ends of two wings joined by a two bay
range with lantern vents to the roof; in addition to the prominent
asymmetric west facing elevation, with the single store entrance
foyer breaking forward, with massive windows above and a
prominent off-centre chimney stack rising from the wall.

Propose as
Local Listed
Building

15112

The Earls High School, Grammar School building of 1931.
Designed by A. T. Butler in a Neo-classical style. It has
particular landmark value from Furnace Lane, Stourbridge Road
and the Earls Way traffic roundabout.

Propose as
Local Listed
Building

15113

The Earls High School, Halesowen Junior Day Technical and
Commercial School building of 1939. Large imposing elevation
facing Furnace Lane with centrally placed front door in a
symmetrical two storey frontage, with door case of engaged
Tuscan pilasters supporting a broken segmental pediment. A
lantern vent or bell cope is located on the roof ridge crest
directly above. The returns of wings to either side break forward

Propose as
Local Listed
Building
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with corners formed of massive engaged columns or cantons.

CZ 3 River Stour and Furnace Coppice
General Character Description

edges of Worcestershire and
Staffordshire.

This area contains the steep sided gorge
through which the River Stour runs to the
north of Halesowen Town Centre. The
gorge is heavily wooded with the river
following a sinuous course over a rocky
bed. In the north the eastern side of the
gorge levels off and the river runs along
the rear boundaries of properties on
Dudley Road. Furnace Hill rises to the
west of the river and forms a conspicuous
island of woodland amidst the surrounding
urban landscape.

•

The wooded hillside provides a green
background to many views through
the area and has value as a landmark
in itself.

•

The wider River Stour corridor
contains a string of water-powered
industrial sites of importance for their
potential or known archaeological
interest. Many of these relate to the
early development of iron working and
other industries in the area.

•

The area did at one time contain a
footpath route along the eastern side
of the River Stour from New Road to
Dudley Road, although this is not
evident at present.

Historical Development
The area is recorded as several small
fields or closes on the 1845 map of
Halesowen. The first edition Ordnance
Survey map, produced in the 1880s,
records little change but does identify the
site of disused quarry in the east of this
area. Furnace Coppice and the site of
Halesowen Forge were located outside the
study area to the north of Furnace Hill.
The development of the extensive
woodland that now covers this area
appears to have begun after the Second
World War and is recorded as a belt of
woodland that was nearly continuous from
New Road in the south to Furnace Lane in
the north. The woodland was continued
west of Furnace Lane by Furnace
Coppice.

Negative Features

Positive Features and Archaeological
Potential
•

This is an area of attractive broadleafed woodland and riverscape that
forms part of a ribbon of green open
space running from Halesowen in the
east to Stourbridge and the edge of
the borough in the west. The area has
high value for wildlife, not the least as
part of a wildlife corridor running
through the urban area from the rural

•

Both the woodland and the River
Stour receive only minimal
maintenance and have been subject
to illegal dumping of waste (otherwise
known as fly tipping) as well as
collecting wind blown litter. The
woodland under-storey has become
overgrown and the woodland itself is
now overcrowded and would benefit
for tree thinning among other
management measures.

•

The footpath that ran through the area
is no longer marked and is not
evidently accessible.

Sensitivity to Change
This character zone and the wider River
Stour Corridor landscape area provides an
important open space resource for the
borough, as well as having a high level of
significance for ecological value. The area
has been designated as a Site of
Importance for Nature Conservation. It
forms part of an Area of High Historic
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Landscape Value, because of the role of
the area in the development of iron
working and other industries in the region,
including the high number of important
archaeological sites and landscape
features such as Furnace Coppice, as well
as remnants of former field boundaries
and quarries or mines that represent
successive stages in the area’s
development.

should be strongly resisted. Opportunities
to enhance the value of the area through
sensitive woodland management, possibly
including the introduction of a coppicing
regime to enhance the structure of the
woodland and improve its visual amenity,
should be exploited. Opportunities to
improve public access through this area
should be explored, including using
neighbouring development to provide
passive supervision of the area.

Development that compromises the value
of this area for wildlife or as open space
Recorded Features
HBSMR
Ref.

Description
Area of High Historic Landscape Value. This character zone
forms part of the wider River Stour Corridor Area of High Historic
landscape Value.
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CZ 4 Earl’s Way, Whitehall Road and New Road
General Character Description and Historical Development
This long linear character zone is now principally characterised by major highways. Whitehall
Road and New Road were constructed in 1782 as a Turnpike linking Stourbridge to
Halesowen, Birmingham and beyond and then much later a parallel dual carriageway named
Earls Way was built to better take traffic around the town centre. The narrow strip of land or
“island” sandwiched between the two roads was historically colonised by buildings forming the
th
north side of Whitehall Road, including the late 18 century “New Inn” which stood opposite
Fingerpost Gardens and became Halesowen’s premier coaching hotel. However, various
demolitions in more recent years have today left many essentially derelict plots awaiting some
form of redevelopment and accordingly large areas of the strip have a neglected and
abandoned air.
The exception to this is a block of traditionally constructed 2-3 storey modern office buildings
in dark brick with interestingly varied rooflines that make a moderately positive contribution to
the townscape at the western end of the strip, giving a positive frontage to both New Road
and Earls Way here. Directly opposite, the monolithic bulk of the Trinity Point office block
totally dominates and completely blocks off any views towards Halesowen Church and the
historic core. At the eastern extreme of the island a new Travelodge and KFC at 4-5 storeys
provides a further positive and very bold frontage statement onto both roads. A welcome
sense of enclosure is thereby created that nevertheless breaks down immediately on the
buildings western side where open expanses of car parking have instead been created. This
is now reflected directly opposite on the north side of Earls Way where the low slung profile of
a new Aldi store turns itself end on to the road and fronts a sea of car parking. In this way it
also fails to take advantage of the possibility of creating a positive frontage to the River Stour
that lies just beyond.
On the south side of Whitehall Road at its eastern end the surviving character reflects the
location on the northern edge of the town centre itself. There are some surviving late Victorian
terraced houses (61-65) which front the street behind short front gardens with brick
boundaries (now mainly removed for car parking). One Cart Arch survives at the west end of
th
the terrace but has been blocked in. Adjacent to the west is a good example of an early 20
century telephone exchange having a restrained “four square” appearance with some
architectural pretension. An undistinguished block of 1960’s commercial buildings lies beyond
(currently “Power House”).
Positive Features
•

Green space and mature trees on and around the traffic island at Whitehall Road and
edging the highway on entering Whitehall Road.

•

Terraced housing at 61 to 65 Whitehall Road and telephone exchange

•

Mature tree coverage and stone wall to southern boundary of Whitehall Road/New Road
(at junction with Whitehall Drive).

•

View of church spire when entering New Road.

•

Open space and mature tree coverage at and opposite junction of New Road and
Rumbow.

•

View of The George Inn from New Road traffic island.

•

Green space and mature trees on and around New Road traffic island.
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•

Mature tree coverage and open space to both sides of Earls Way and River Stour
beyond.

•

Earls Way – view towards historic electricity sub-station building.

Landscape Features
Essentially those positive features already listed above.
Archaeological Potential
The potential for the survival of significant archaeological remains within this character zone
would appear to be fairly minimal although any surviving remains of the New Inn would be of
considerable interest related to its former role on the historic Turnpike.
Negative Features
•

Loss of front boundary walls to 61 and 62 Whitehall Road.

•

Lack of enclosure to car parking areas fronting businesses along southern side of
Whitehall Road.

•

Unattractive temporary fencing, and poorly maintained walls and buildings fronting gap
sites along northern side of Whitehall Road.

•

Dominance of Trinity Point when viewed from west up New Road.

•

Tarmaced area and dominant road signs fronting New Road entrance to Trinity Point.

•

Dominant highways signage at junction of Earls Way and Grammar School Lane.

•

Palisade fencing to shed business at Earls Way/Furnace Lane junction.

•

Vacant buildings in a poor state of repair, and gap sites with a lack of enclosure to Earls
Way.

•

Large exposed areas of car parking accompanying new developments (Aldi, Travelodge)
making no contribution to a better sense of enclosure or to the street scene generally.

Sensitivity to change
Change here could actually be highly beneficial and there is every reason to believe that
change will happen particularly as the island of land between the two major routes is
progressively developed. There is also every opportunity to ensure that this will be a positive
change that makes a more telling impact upon the street scene than has perhaps hitherto
been the case. The potential redevelopment of Trinity Point could equally make a highly
beneficial future impact.
Recorded Features
HBSMR
Ref.
12337

Description
Township area as designated on Township area map. Halesowen is
the head of a huge parochial area. This was within the county of
Worcester but was transferred to Shropshire after the Norman
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Conquest and only returned to Worcestershire in the 19th century.
The place-name is derived from two elements: the Early English
(Anglo-Saxon) Halas – meaning the nooks or corners and the
Medieval Welsh personal name Owen………..
12524

New Inn, Whitehall Road. An 18th century coaching inn.

DEMOLISHED.

7730

Site of Brick Kiln, Whitehall Road. Site of brick kiln recorded in Tithe
Map of Halesowen Borough 1846

DEMOLISHED

3932

Site of old Gaol House, Church Street.. Red sandstone building of a
simple design, brick additions and lavatory block constructed on
east side. DEMOLISHED in 1972.

DEMOLISHED
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CZ 5 Tenterfields
General Character Description
th

An area of mixed early, mid and later 20 century housing including detached, semi-detached
and terraced houses, as well as flats and a small Edwardian primary school, now used as a
children’s day nursery. Excepting the group of flatted apartments at Corron Hill, the area has
a consistent two storey scale with buildings constructed on a linear street grid and normally
set just back from the pavement with small front gardens. That said, lining the north side of
Wright Street is a very attractive rendered speculative built terrace (1-16) with a pleasing
symmetrical rhythm of chimneys, windows, front doors and entries that sits directly at back of
pavement. There are notably long back gardens, though, that stretch down towards Whitehall
Road. The terrace forms a pleasing and very attractive composition that closes off long views
down Tenter Street and forms an effective “end stop” to the character zone along its northern
edge. Proposed for the Local List (HBSMR 15232).
The area includes groups of Edwardian houses with attractive period detailing including
timber framed sash and bay windows, moulded brick and terracotta stringcourses or wall
plates and brick garden walls. The survival of chimney stacks adds rhythm to the rooflines.
Some slightly later inter-war houses also retain character details such as curved glass in
horizontally barred steel-frame windows. The area is self contained, with the closely spaced
buildings providing enclosure to views along the streets and overall it has a pleasingly “land
locked” feel. The former Tenter Street School provides additional architectural interest and
variety in the building stock and appears to provide a well used community resource.
Historical Development
The name Tenterfield is recorded by 1845 and probably refers to the use of land from the
medieval period onwards for spreading out cloth or leather for drying on tenter frames after
processing in the town’s fulling mills.
The area was gradually colonised by new streets of houses from the Edwardian period and
onwards into the 1930’s and it has evolved a quite unique character as a result.
Tenter Street School built in 1909 by Worcestershire County Council.
Positive Features
•

Trees and mature foliage and historic front boundary walls to properties giving a sense of
enclosure along Tenter Drive.

•

The street plan of the area retains much of historic grid of streets from early 1900s
including several surviving buildings from this period in Wright Street, Cobham Road and
Siviter Street as well as the school buildings in Tenterfields.

•

Consistent two storey development built either tight to back of pavement or set back with
a small front garden.

•

View from Cobham Road down Siviter Street towards town centre with mature foliage.

•

Changes in road levels allow views from Glendale Close to landscape far beyond.

Landscape Features
There are very few landscape features within the character zone but there are “borrowed”
views out of this elevated area; eg into and across the steep valley of the River Stour and
over Finger Post Gardens and also to Halesowen Church and the landscapes beyond.
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Archaeological Potential
The potential for archaeological remains appears to be fairly minimal since the value of the
area in earlier periods was an expanse of open space used for stretching and drying woollens
and cloth from the vibrant local textile industry, based on the water power of the Stour. Timber
tenter frames were used to hang cloth which was secured onto the frame by “tenterhooks”hence the area was named “Tenterfields”. Such an activity, although intensive, would leave
little trace in the archaeological record.
Negative Features
•

Patchy road covering and lack of active frontages combined with heavy on street carparking degrades the appearance of Siviter Street.

•

Apparently rapidly increasing use of plastic replacement windows is slowly degrading the
architectural quality of the street scene and of individual historic buildings throughout the
area.

Sensitivity to change
Whilst damaging large scale redevelopment is highly unlikely to occur an ongoing “plague of
plastic” incurred by replacement windows and doors has the real potential to cause severe
incremental damage to the overall historic qualities and evident charm that Tenterfields
currently possesses.
Recorded Features
HBSMR
Ref.

Description

Designation

12441

Gateway, The Mount, Tenterfields. A brick gateway, which was
rendered over is all that is left of The Mount property.

-

12840

20-24 Tenter Drive. Red brick semi-detached dwellings.

-

12809

Our Lady & St. Kenelm Roman Catholic Church., Siviter Street. The
present parish church was built by Remo & Mary Granelli and
Graham Rush in 1967. The plan fulfilled the requirements of the
Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, convoked in 1962. An
application for listing was made to English Heritage in 2007 and it
was refused in 2008 on the grounds that some of the original layout
has been changed.

-
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CZ 6 Stourside industrial land
General Character Description
As regards built form this ostensibly riverside area is today largely characterised by modern
multi-storey office and “works” buildings with large floor plates. Development ranges from two
to six storeys, this being ameliorated somewhat in terms of visual impact (at least when
viewed from areas external to the character zone) by the sloping topography that drops from
Little Cornbow and Birmingham Street to the river. Otherwise, within the character zone itself
built forms tend to be very stark and visually over-dominant with very little development being
on a human scale. To compound this, the series of very large buildings that straddle the area
mostly appear to be relatively randomly juxtaposed and sited with little or no regard to the
potential to address or enhance the riverside. Access to the river is generally not provided
with the Stour either running in a steep defile or being effectively culverted beneath roads and
buildings. The general impression is of a largely impenetrable and confusing to navigate area
that is interspersed with frequent small areas of undeveloped “left over” and essentially
unusable pieces of open space.
The south-eastern edge of the character zone is dominated by Fountain House which at 4-6
storeys is also a sprawling edifice that negatively impacts upon the setting of the historic
Cornbow Bridge whilst also effectively cutting off public access to the river. West of Fountain
House on the other side of Centre Lane is a small industrial estate with poor quality low rise
buildings dominated by car spares outlets and the extensive premises of “West Midlands
Fasteners”. Pioneer House at the northern end of Birmingham Street is a sprawling mainly 23 storey set of works buildings currently providing an unprepossessing frontage in a mix of
uses.
At the north western edge of the zone is Will Thorne House a 3 storey office building that sits
high on an embankment set back from Birmingham Road. Opposite Will Thorne House an
historic street frontage alongside Birmingham Road has mainly been replaced with a linear
spread of poorly enclosed car parking that runs back to a blank 2 storey high retaining wall. A
notable exception is the surviving Ebenezer Chapel of 1868 that occupies the corner plot at
the junction with Birmingham Street. This Locally Listed Building (HBSMR 12085) has a
façade of 3 bays of red brick with blue and white polychrome decoration and now houses
various commercial uses.
To the north of this, alongside Rumbow, Link House and Rumbow House at 3-5 storeys now
provide a strong (if architecturally undistinguished) street frontage. A notable exception to the
rule just east of here is the BB Price Ltd. “Rumbow Works”. These comprise generally low
profile single storey buildings that run along a terrace on the eastern side of the Stour at the
base of a steep slope falling from the Tenterfields character zone. Historically, before taking
th
its present form this site evolved from a 19 century Gun Barrel Works (presumably waterth
powered) which by the early 20 century was operating as a “Nail Works”.
Historical Development
Both the 1825 Tithe Map and the 1880’s and subsequent Ordnance Survey mapping reveal
that prior to the erection of today's major office and factory buildings the area of land southeast of Birmingham Street and running steeply down from the rear of Little Cornbow to the
River Stour was essentially undeveloped “back land”. The river itself here flows through a
deep and inaccessible defile that would also have been hard to exploit for water power.
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North of this, from the Birmingham Street/Birmingham Road area down to the river, the land
was somewhat less steep and became more developed with buildings. Eventually fairly
consistent street lines were created with further buildings (probably of a small scale industrial
nature) being erected in plots to the rear. The river corridor itself, however, appears to have
remained relatively underdeveloped until the erection of a Gun Barrel Works on a terrace on
the Tenterfields side of the river. This was probably water-powered and was first depicted on
st
th
the 1 Edition Ordnance Survey but had evolved into a Nail Works by the early 20 century.
Today the site houses a quite extensive factory complex of relatively more modern
appearance that still operates as “The Rumbow Works”.
At the southern extremity of the character area south of the Stour there was a considerable
density of buildings by 1825, generally fronting onto Mill Lane/Centre Lane. There was also a
th
tannery lying adjacent to the Cornbow Bridge that can be traced back to at least the 16
century (Hunt p43). No doubt copious amounts of water were extracted from the Stour for use
in the tanning process. In 1837, however, the whole area was cleared to make way for the
construction of a new Halesowen Gas Works. This was in turn demolished in the 1960’s to be
replaced by Fountain House, with the formerly open fields east of Centre Lane also being
developed into today's small industrial estate.
Positive Features
•

The Ebenezer Chapel of 1868 that occupies the corner plot at the junction with
Birmingham Street provides a strong historical landmark and provides an impressive view
when approaching Birmingham Street from the Rumbow.

•

Alongside Rumbow, Link House and Rumbow House at 3-5 storeys provide a strong
street frontage, a feature that could usefully be emulated elsewhere in the character area,
such as Birmingham Street.

•

The historic stone wall at junction of Birmingham Road and Birmingham Street adds
interest.

Landscape Features
The well greened slope upwards from the Stour to Tenterfields forms a positive margin to the
area as does the mature landscape on the western side of Rumbow with its valuable green
space and mature trees.
Archaeological Potential
This character zone includes part of the former extent of medieval Halesowen and retains the
potential for survival of archaeological remains of interest. This would include subsurface
remains of structures, including rows of frontage buildings on former historic street lines and
small scale industrial buildings in rear yards and back-land plots. Particular sites of interest
would be the former Gun Barrel Works at the core of today’s Rumbow works and the tannery
that lay adjacent to the Cornbow Bridge. The old Municipal Gasworks site here could also
yield significant information. If well preserved the former sites would be of at least local
interest, however, it is questionable how much archaeology will have survived repeated
redevelopment.
Negative Features
•

Over-sized and poorly orientated modern buildings with minimal active frontages or
positive interaction with the River Stour.
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•

Poor linkages to adjacent areas such as Tenterfields. Loss of historic street frontages
creating a “blown out” effect along Birmingham Road.

•

Unsympathetic featureless works buildings in Birmingham Street (appear by 1960s
on OS) with dominance of parked cars to the front and lack of enclosure at back of
footpath.

•

Lack of enclosure and visual dominance of car park within Birmingham Street.

Sensitivity to change
This is an area where the promotion of positive change, replacing oversized, large floor plate
buildings with others designed at a human scale and respecting historic street patterns and
the topography of the area whilst addressing and assimilating the Stour into the public realm
could make a major beneficial impact.
Recorded Features

HBSMR
Ref.

Description

Designation

12337

Township area as designated on Township area map. Halesowen is
the head of a huge parochial area. This was within the county of
Worcester but was transferred to Shropshire after the Norman
Conquest and only returned to Worcestershire in the 19th century.
The place-name is derived from two elements: the Early English
(Anglo-Saxon) Halas – meaning the nooks or corners and the
Medieval Welsh personal name Owen………..

-

7800

Daisy design Token, found on the surface in the grass border work
done in the area of Church Lane.

-

6178

Site of Halesowen Gas Works , Centre Lane. The gas works was
built on the corner of Great Cornbow and Centre Lane. On part of
an old tannery in 1837 at a cost of £1,148. In 1864 the
shareholders in the company sold their shares to the newly formed
Halesowen Gas Company Limited. The West Midlands Gas
Company took the Halesowen Company over in 1949. The site was
sold to the Halesowen Borough Council in 1963 and the plant and
buildings were demolished in 1964.

DEMOLISHED

12085

Former Ebenezer Chapel, Birmingham Street. Former Ebenezer
Chapel. Primitive Methodist, dated 1868: three-bay front in brick
with blue and white polychrome decoration, now shops.

Locally Listed
Building

12015

Site of Halesowen Gun Barrel Works, Cobham Road. The Gun
Barrel Works was recorded on the 1884 Ordnance Survey Map.

DEMOLISHED

CZ 7 Grange Road Residential Area
General Character Description
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During the inter war period Grange Road and the surrounding area became the focus for a
major suburban expansion onto the once open fields and this was then carried on by way of
incremental residential infill development into the 1960’s and beyond.
Whilst on the west side of Grange Road one early cottage and a small number of good and
substantial 1920’s residences exist, along with some much later bungalows, the character of
the core area along Grange and Bromsgrove Roads is typically 1930’s. There are regularly
spaced semi-detached dwellings with a predominance of full height semi-circular bay
windows alongside round- arched recessed entrances fronted by ample well vegetated front
gardens with roadside brick/stone boundary walls. Many of these boundaries, however, have
more recently been altered to accommodate garages and/or space for cars.
Historical Development
th

Both before and during the 19 century this area was mainly fields with very few buildings
with the exception of a pair of residences at the junction of Grange Road and Dogkennel Lane
(Nos. 46 to 48 Grange Road) that have a markedly vernacular appearance with a pair of
st
dormers within the roof slope. These are shown on the 1 Edition Ordnance Survey map and
th
th
may well have originated in the 18 /19 century as agricultural workers cottages, but have
since been considerably extended.
By the 1920’s a small number of substantial semi-detached residences had been built along
the west side of Grange Road north of Dogkennel Lane, numbers 38-44 and 28-30, with the
latter pair having particularly good architectural detailing from the period.
During the 1930’s and by the 1940s, the land along the southern portion of Grange Road and
that between Grange Road and Bromsgrove Road had been developed with suburban semidetached residences typical of the period along with a number of larger buildings marked as a
dairy with associated depots.
th

During the mid-late 20 century, Grange Crescent was built off Grange Road to facilitate a
new 1960’s housing development east of the River Stour. In the south-west of the character
area, off Dogkennel Lane, a large office building named Fanum House was also built. In the
northern tip of the area the dairy and associated depots on Bromsgrove Road were replaced
with a drive-in fast-food restaurant in the 1990’s.
By the present day Fanum House has been replaced by Brett Young Close which provides
access to a dense modern residential development.
Positive Features
•

•

Abundant green space and trees in Dogkennel Lane, particularly over the River Stour
combined with the wide feel of the road make this an attractive area. The road
narrows after crossing the Stour but it is still flanked by mature foliage.

There is a strong and consistent architectural design of 1930s residences in the southern
half of Grange Road and the green wedge of space between Grange Road and
Bromsgrove Road also has a positive visual impact.

Landscape Features
•

See above and note the extremely positive linear green space running through the
character zone along the length of the Stour itself, which is proposed as an Area of High
Historic Landscape Value.

Archaeological Potential
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There would appear to be minimal archaeological potential within this character zone which
th
contains no known Heritage Assets and was essentially open fields until the early 20
century.
Negative Features
There are inconsistent boundary treatments and lack of screening to the rear of properties in
the narrow section of Dogkennel Lane (towards the junction with Grange Road) and a lack of
enclosure to the front boundary of The Wallows.
The 1930’s residences in Bromsgrove Road could benefit from re-establishing front boundary
walls whilst the McDonalds restaurant building is of a bland corporate “anywhere” design with
a dominance of car parking surrounding it.
Sensitivity to change
There is little to suggest that this area will suffer from any significant development pressure in
the foreseeable future. Nevertheless any redevelopment that may be proposed would need to
be fully cognisant of the pervading 1930’s context and be designed sympathetically.
Recorded Features
HBSMR
Ref.
-

Description
None

Designation
-

CZ 8 Civic Quarter
General Character Description
An area of large buildings with civic functions and of 1950s and 1960s construction and
design. These are set either side of Queensway from the entrance to the town centre at
Bromsgrove Road to the point where Queensway cuts through the route of Summerhill. The
buildings each stand back from Queensway with access from side streets, including Pool
Road and Laurel Lane. They include the Pool Road Car Park and Cornbow Hall off Pool
Road (north of Queensway) and the Police Station and Magistrates Court off Laurel Lane
(south of Queensway). The area also has a frontage to Great Cornbow in the adjoining
Historic Core Character Zone, although the buildings are generally set back from the road
frontage and provide little definition to the street. Materials vary, but include pale red brick,
pre-cast panels and unpainted steel reinforced concrete with flats roofs and regularly spaced
glazing. The buildings vary from two to three storeys and have a strong horizontal emphasis.
Where Queensway runs through this area it provides a modern highways landscape of a dual
carriageway with a central barrier or a hard surfaced island dividing the traffic. Footpaths to
either side are set adjacent to the road with no division. A grass verge behind the footpaths
includes some street trees, although some have recently been removed. The Pool Road
multi-storey car park stands out as a particularly stark Brutalist structure, with its spiralling
egress ramp standing out as a landmark.
Historical Development
Halesowen Urban District Council bought the property at No. 25 Great Cornbow in 1927 for
use as council offices and built new council chambers and a public library on land to the rear
in 1933. Public swimming baths were sited next to the Council offices by Halesowen Borough
Council in 1963, requiring demolition of Nos. 19 and 20 Great Cornbow, which were both
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statutory listed buildings. Construction of Queensway began soon after 1966 whilst a court
building and police station were built to the south in 1970 and planning permission for the
construction of a multi-storey car park and the route of Pool Road was received in the same
year. A planning application for the erection of a retail centre and a new borough hall on the
site of the Council Hall to the rear of No. 27 Great Cornbow was granted in 1977.
Positive Features
The area benefits from the tree planting either side of Queensway which softens the outline of
buildings and adds a vertical emphasis that is important to views along the road.
In addition to providing important facilities for the town centre these buildings provide a visual
reminder of the development of Halesowen’s identity as a distinct political unit during the
period of the Urban District and Borough Councils. They have a degree of architectural
conformity, which creates a group identity and the four main buildings (Pool Road Car Park,
Swimming Baths, Magistrates Court and Police Station are all of at least local architectural
and historic interest.
The public swimming baths provides an active frontage to Great Cornbow and is a clearly
signposted landmark on Queensway.
Archaeological Potential
This character zone includes part of the former extent of medieval Halesowen and retains the
potential for survival of archaeological remains of interest. This would include subsurface
remains of the buildings at Nos. 19 and 20 Great Cornbow as well as any earlier structures
and remains of back land structures, including the row of cottages that formerly stood to the
rear of Helen House and small scale industrial buildings.
Negative Features
The buildings in this area are of a large scale and to some extent overwhelm the listed
Georgian and Victorian buildings on Great Cornbow and intrude into views across Great
Cornbow and along High Street and Hagley Street.
The buildings have few active frontages despite being surrounded by publicly accessible
areas. The court and police station in particular are poorly marked from Queensway and
have their more ornamental primary frontages facing away from this road towards their private
car park.
Despite its architectural interest, the Pool Street multi-storey car park is an uncompromisingly
modern building on the edge of the town’s historic core, with features that could readily be
described as unattractive or ugly. Whilst it has landmark value on Queensway the building
stands out as particularly intrusive in views north from Laurel Lane and Summerhill in the
adjoining Summerhill/Blackberry Lane Character Zone, which is judged to have High Historic
Townscape Value.
Sensitivity to Change
This area acts as a key gateway to the town centre from the south and provides a frontage to
Great Cornbow which forms one of the most historically significant streets in the town centre.
Proposals for replacement of buildings within this area should aim to reinforce the frontages
of historic streets, providing active townscape to return vitality to the Great Cornbow and Little
Cornbow area and to provide frontages with articulation to Queensway and Pool Road.
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Recorded Features
HBSMR
Ref.
12337

Description
Township area as designated on Township area map.
Halesowen is the head of a huge parochial area. It was within
the county of Worcester till the Norman Conquest, was
transferred to the County of Shropshire and returned to
Worcestershire in the 19th century. The place-name is derived
from two elements: the Early English (Anglo-Saxon) Halas –
meaning the nooks or corners and the Medieval Welsh personal
name Owen………..
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CZ 9: Nail-making Suburb of Blackberry Lane, Mount Street and Summer Hill (mixed
th
th
19 and early 20 century housing and domestic industry)
General Character Description
th

This is an area of mid and later 19 century housing and backyard workshops that includes
ribbon development along Hagley Road, as well as formally planned areas of development at
Summerhill and Laurel Lane at the margins of Halesowen’s historic core. Similarly planned
and contemporaneous development also took place on formerly open fields in the adjacent
Township of Hasbury at Blackberry Lane and Mount Street. Buildings within this area are of a
consistent two-storey scale, built in red brick with pitched roofs and, normally, set at the back
of pavement or just back from the road with small front gardens defined by low red brick walls.
Summerhill and Laurel Lane are both narrow streets with a strong sense of enclosure due to
the closely spaced buildings and the same can be said of Mount Street. Blackberry Lane
would by contrast have fronted onto open countryside as late as 1900, although now both
sides of the street are developed.
A particular feature of Blackberry Lane (although also present elsewhere) are Cart Arches
that punctuate building frontages at frequent intervals and that lead to large backyards
containing outbuildings that appear to have been nailshops. The cart arches would have been
designed to accommodate wagons delivering long bundles of iron rods as the raw material for
nail making and would equally have been used for the later despatch of the finished nails,
quite possibly to the surviving Nail Warehouse in Laurel Lane. Another distinctive townscape
feature on Blackberry Lane that betrays the gradual plot by plot nature of development there
occurs at intervals in the street wherever a new building incorporating a cart arch has been
constructed on a previously vacant plot lying next to a pre-existing building, so as to then
become adjacent to it.
This can create a visually jarring mismatch on either side of the Cart Arch of building size and
architectural style, especially when compared to the symmetrical nature of other buildings in
the street that were designed and built as a single structure occupying one large plot with the
Cart Arch placed centrally. A prime example of this can be found at numbers 43 and 51
Blackberry Lane where number 43 was occupied by the 1881 census and is shown on the
1883 Ordnance Survey Map. By contrast the directly adjacent number 53 with its Cart Arch
did not then exist but was built later in a different architectural style. A stone plaque on the
front elevation inscribed “Frankley Views 1897” helpfully confirms the actual date.
Resulting from this distinctive phase of relatively piecemeal development is a noticeably
varied but often architecturally polite suburb that appears to have been largely populated by
nail makers. Census records for Blackberry Lane reveal that in 1881 people employed in
making nails occupied every single house bar one that was lived in by a bricklayer. Also in
1881 the occupants of the small block of terraced houses on Blackberry Lane at the junction
with Mount Street (numbers 83-89) distinguished themselves as being “Horse Nail” makers. It
is likely that many people worked from home in backyard nailshops and certainly this was the
case in 1901 when the census specifically asked that question. However, some would have
found employment in larger factories such as Guest and Company, formerly in Great
Cornbow. By 1901 there is a notable diversification in the products of the nail trade to
increasingly include “spikes”, “rivets”, “bolts” and “screw bolts”. Whole families were involved
in working from home such as Joseph Rudge, his wife, two daughters and four sons (the
youngest aged 16 years).
The census also records a number of nail manufacturers working “on their own account”, from
premises on Blackberry Lane viz Joseph Rudge (No.1) Timothy Cole (No. 9) and Harry Lea
(Nos. 21-25) who employed a number of workers and operated on a fairly large scale with
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their own warehouse facilities. It is highly probable that physical evidence of all of this activity
still survives in the backyards behind today's street frontages although investigating this in
any detail goes beyond the scope of the present survey.
The first property recorded on Blackberry Lane in the 1881 census was “Summer Hill House”
a large private residence occupied by an Iron Merchant named John Mountford. This seems
to be the site at the top of Summerhill on the corner with Mount Street that is currently
occupied by the Hasbury Conservative and Unionist Club and there are signs that this
ostensibly modern building actually has an older structure at its core. John Mountford was a
major industrialist who as part of the company Mountford, Homer and Mountford operated the
“Cradley Works”. This was an extensive manufactory producing amongst other things
anchors, anvils, spades and shovels, bolts, chains, rivets and nails.
Historical Development
The 1845 map of Halesowen records the Summerhill area as just beyond the southern limit of
the town centre, although a road on the alignment of Hagley Road (which is presumed to be
an ancient route) is shown with one large building standing on the east side of the junction of
Hagley Street and Hagley Road and a narrow lane that followed the line later used by Laurel
Lane running to the south east from this junction. By the 1880’s this lane had been named
Buck House Lane and a large house named The Laurels had been built within spacious
grounds on its western side. The western side of the road had been developed for a number
of terraced houses with the nail warehouse at No. 17 Laurel Lane also shown. Summerhill
had been set out with a series of broad plots running along its western side and smaller plots
to the east. Several of these had been developed for small cottages built fronting directly
onto the street, whilst others to the south had larger houses built well back from the road that
fall within Character Zone 11. By 1900 both streets had long rows of buildings with well
developed frontage on both sides of Summerhill running south from Hagley Road and another
along the west side of Laurel Lane.
Hagley Road also had partially developed frontages running south west from Hagley Street by
the 1880s. These were built in terraced groups of seven or eight, suggesting that they were
constructed speculatively by individual builders’ companies. Again, by around 1900 the gaps
in these frontages had been infilled with houses or large buildings like the Church Hall. The
construction of Queensway cut a swathe through this area in the late 1960s.
Precisely the same pattern of development can be discerned along Blackberry Lane and in
the Mount Street area where the 1840 Tithe Map of Hasbury shows largely open countryside
with the exception of a small cottage, still extant, at the junction of Hagley Road and
Blackberry Lane (91, Hagley Road, HBSMR 7174, Locally Listed). By the 1880’s building
plots had been laid out along Blackberry Lane and on the line of Mount Street but these had
only partly been developed by that time with large gaps left between buildings. By 1900 these
gaps had largely been completely in-filled with a continuous building line having been created,
with the exception of the west side of Mount Street that remained relatively underdeveloped
until the 1920’s.
Positive Features
The repetitive rhythm of Cart Arches leading to back yards and the consistency of built form
that nevertheless, through incremental growth over a short time span, contains varied and
interesting individual detailing are what make the nail making suburb stand out as being a
particularly special townscape.
Landscape Features
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This is a tightly knit and intensive urban landscape dominated by built forms with peripheral
areas of green space lying adjacent to it but that do not particularly complement its root
character (eg the green spaces as setting for the Municipal Housing in CZ12 directly to the
west).
Archaeological Potential
th

This was open farmland until the middle of the 19 century with a correspondingly low known
archaeological potential. The archaeological potential of the nail making suburb itself mainly
resides in gaining a better understanding of the nature of ancillary structures in backyards and
how they may shed light on the detailed operation of domestic nail making. This could be
either through the examination and recording of extant structures and documentary research,
or where feasible by archaeological excavation.
Negative Features
Both Summerhill and Hagley Road have been cut through by the course of Queensway,
creating a fractured townscape with the wide space of the roundabout on Queensway
creating a break in Hagley Road that prevents a feeling of continuity between the two parts of
the street. However, the line of Summerhill continues in views along the street between its
northern and southern sections. There are occasional gap sites particularly in Blackberry
Lane that have been infilled with modern properties of poor design that do not respect the
otherwise continuous historic street line, to the areas obvious visual detriment. A number of
historic properties in Blackberry Lane and Mount Street as well as Summerhill have also
suffered over the years (sometimes badly) through various ill considered incremental small
scale alterations such as inappropriate replacement plastic windows and doors. However,
these are all reversible aberrations and overall the street scene generally still tells its unique
and very locally distinctive story.
Sensitivity to change
The unique nature of the nail making suburb resides in its overall plan form, architectural and
townscape character and the direct relationship of that to nail making. Whilst it is unlikely that
the area will be subject to sustained development pressure it is the case that any loss of
characteristic buildings from the street scene would be highly detrimental and should be
resisted. This is amply demonstrated by reference to today’s occasional gap sites occupied
by modern buildings of poor architectural quality set back from the historic back of pavement
street line. These have a clearly negative impact upon overall character and distinctiveness. It
is also particularly important that such vulnerable specialist buildings as the Laurel Lane Nail
Warehouse (that may now be unique?) are protected and maintained in a beneficial use.
Recorded Features
HBSMR
Ref.
15105

Description

Designation

No. 17 Laurel Lane. Warehouse building to the side of No. 17
shown on the 1880’s Ordnance Survey and identified by Julian
Hunt as the Nail Warehouse occupied by James Heague iron,
nail and chain manufacturer in 1901. The building is well
preserved, although it has received a cladding of render that
makes it look rather dingy. As the sole surviving nail
warehouse in Halesowen it is an important reminder of a once
highly significant local industry.

Propose as
Statutorily
Listed Building
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7174

Simple cottage with rear extension on the corner of Hagley
Road and Blackberry Lane. Rendered with modern tile roof. A
plaque in the middle of the west facing wall records, 'God
defends the right'.

Locally Listed
Building

7496

Site of 140, Blackberry Lane. 19th century cottage, heavily
restored. A plaque on the north-west wall displays the legend
'God defends the Right'. On Local List.

DEMOLISHED.

CZ 10: Forge Lane Industrial Area
General Character Description
This is an area defined more by the absence of earlier major historical structures, landforms
and water bodies than by the presence of those historic features that survive today. The
clearance of the buildings of Halesowen Forge and the infilling of the massive Mill Pool has
had a major effect such that roads like Forge Lane, which were purposeful in their day, now
loop apparently meaninglessly around obstacles that no longer exist. Equally, the surviving
urban form is generally incoherent, patchy and of inconsistent quality. Many historic forge
buildings have been replaced with the light industrial sheds of the Forge Lane Trading Estate.
An exception is that on the north side of Forge Lane other buildings of the Halesowen Spade
and Shovel Works, shown on the O.S. Map of 1916-1924, still survive today as large, blocky
red-brick 3-4 storey structures. These were part of the Forge complex but developed later.
They were noted as a Cycle Works on the Ordnance Survey map and an historic painted sign
on one of the structures still proclaims the manufacture of perambulators and bedsteads.
These are important survivals identified in the UHLC as making a high positive contribution
and they are recommended for inclusion on the Local List.
On Forge Lane/Somers Road is the site of the “Old Pumphouse Café” (HBSMR 7129) that is
already Locally Listed. This was said to be a Pump House associated with Halesowen Forge
but on inspection as part of the UHLC it became apparent that it occupies a very elevated
position relative to the old Mill Pools and it is considered rather implausible that it could ever
have performed such a function. Allied to this is the fact no sign of a building can be found on
any of the relevant 19th century maps, when the area was consistently shown as an open
field.
Historical Development
This was the site of Halesowen Forge, shown as Grazebrook Forge and Mill in 1812 and on
the1845 Tithe Map as an anvil, hammer, vice and edged tool works in the occupation of
Joseph Hipkiss. In 1878 it was occupied by Samuel Sidaway as an iron foundry. From about
1900 to 1960 John Brown and Sons manufactured spades, shovels and forks there. Buildings
were still standing in 1918, but dams were breached, the mill pool was drained and the water
powered elements ceased to function when the brook was culverted under Dudley Road. This
part of the site was virtually cleared for the modern construction of Forge Lane Trading Estate
and is now occupied by light industrial sheds.
However, although the water powered part of Halesowen Forge lay on the south side of Forge
Lane to the north of Forge Lane the Halesowen Spade and Shovel Works was developed.
First shown on the O.S. Map of 1916-1924 these were part of the Forge complex and noted
then as a Cycle Works whilst an historic painted sign on one of the structures still proclaims
the manufacture of perambulators and bedsteads.
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Landscape Features
The course of the brook and the outline of the filled in former mill pool that powered
Halesowen Forge can still be discerned as strong linear features that have been colonised by
self set vegetation and so form a green corridor through the character area.
Archaeological Potential
It is proposed to designate the Forge Lane Industrial Area as an Archaeological Priority Area
(APA) on the basis of its great importance for Industrial Archaeology. The surviving buildings
of the Halesowen Spade and Shovel Works (HBSMR 6180) are proposed for the Local List.
As described earlier much of the current character of the townscape and landscape here
springs from the former presence of Halesowen Forge, its buildings and Mill Pools with
associated waster management features. It is considered that there is a high potential for the
below ground survival of historic structures beneath the relatively lightly founded modern
industrial sheds that sit on the site whilst the pools and their infrastructure have by and large
not been developed over but rather simply infilled. Both elements would therefore be highly
susceptible to archaeological investigation should this be required in response to any future
development proposals.
The surviving buildings of the Halesowen Spade and Shovel Works on the north side of Forge
Lane are also of great industrial archaeological significance and should be retained. Again,
should changes be proposed in the future then archaeological buildings recording and
analysis would better establish their historic significance and help to elucidate the industrial
uses to which they were put over time.
Negative Features
The light industrial sheds of the Forge Lane Trading Estate whilst no doubt functional make a
minimal contribution to the quality of the historic environment.
Sensitivity to change
The historic significance of the area resides in venerable industrial buildings that appear to be
operating from a low economic base in very difficult market conditions. They concomitantly
attract little by way of maintenance and would appear to be vulnerable to further future
deterioration and perhaps increasing pressure for redevelopment, not necessarily for
industrial uses. As some of the last markers of a major Halesowen industry their loss would
be a highly detrimental to the historic environment.
Recorded Features
HBSMR
Ref.
4693

Description
Site of Halesowen Forge., Forge Lane. Shown as Grazebrook
Forge and Mill in 1812 and as an anvil, hammer vice and
edged tool works in 1844 Tithe map, in the occupation of
Joseph Hipkiss. It was occupied by Samuel Sidaway as in iron
foundry work in 1878. From about 1900 to 1960 John Brown
and Sons manufactured spades, shovels and forks there.
Building still standing in 1918, but the pool was reduced when
the brook was culverted under Dudley Road. The pump
house is still in use as a food retailer. The site is virtually
cleared for construction of Forge Lane Trading Estate. <2>
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6180

Halesowen Spade and Shovel Works, Forge Lane. The power
part of Halesowen Forge lay on the south side of Forge Lane.
The later developed Spade and Shovel Works in the O.S. Map
1916-1924 were part of the Forge complex, but lay north of
Forge Lane. Also noted as a Cycle Works.

-

7129

Pump House, Forge Lane/Somers Road. The site of the Old
Pumphouse Café was said to be a Pump House, but no sign
of a building can be found on all of the 19th century maps,
when the area was shown as a field.

Locally Listed
Building

th

CZ 11: The Drive and Maslen Place, early Victorian Villa development with later 20
century housing.
General Character Description

This is an enclosed elevated area of land sloping steeply down towards both Summerhill and
the town centre via Hagley Road. Today the area is mainly characterised by intensive modern
infill development ranging from 1960’s maisonettes and bungalows off The Drive and
Claremont Way to a small 1990’s estate at Maslen Place. Here, two storey terraced houses in
th
a reddish rustic brick make very general reference to the established 19 century vernacular
of Summerhill that lies adjacent. All of the later residential development makes use of
extensive grounds that were formerly associated with substantial early Victorian Villas,
namely “Spring Villas” (still extant) and “Claremont Villa” (now demolished) both of which
were originally accessed via “The Drive”. By the 1880’s other substantial Victorian houses
occupied large plots alongside and overlooking Summerhill and Blackberry Lane, but
considerably set back. A number of these still survive today, having been joined in the first
th
half of the 20 century in the same general vein by further similarly located large houses.
Historical Development
This elevated area of land was at the very edge of the Township of Halesowen and was
probably originally utilised as a large expanse of pasture. However, by the Tithe Map of 1845
a complex of buildings had been constructed at its western end, namely Thomas Harris’s
Button factory (HBSMR 4132) with pressing shops and warehousing and with an associated
pair of residences called “Spring Villas”. These were accessed along a tree lined avenue,
“The Drive” and were set in over three acres of extensive landscaped grounds that also
incorporated an ornamental pool. It is proposed to add Spring Villas (HBSMR 15157) to the
Council’s Local List.
It is probable that the button manufactory was established in around 1838 along with Spring
Villas themselves. Unlike the factory that was demolished in the 1990’s the Villas remain as
an impressive early Victorian survival. They were designed as a symmetrical pair in a
classical vein with thin pilasters located at either edge of the facade and also centrally,
separating the two halves of the building. Each half of the pair has a heavily pedimented
central entrance doorway supported on a prominent rectangular doorcase, this being flanked
by a pair of bay windows. Originally each first storey had three sash windows, one centred
above the entrance and one over each bay. Unfortunately the right hand property has at
some time been completely refenestrated and the original window details have been lost. As
a result and although the historic doorway remains the overall composition now appears sadly
unbalanced.
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By the 1880’s a further large property “Claremont Villa” had been constructed fronting onto
The Drive just north of Spring Villas whilst other substantial Victorian houses occupied large
plots set back from and overlooking Summerhill and Blackberry Lane. The history of the area
since that period has been one of successive waves of infill development that have gradually
subsumed most of the formerly open grounds belonging to the earlier Villas (with Claremont
Villa being demolished) culminating with the construction of Maslen Place in the 1990’s.

Positive Features
Although sadly diminished by insensitive alteration Spring Villas still make a striking
architectural statement acting as a reminder of the early development of the character area. A
similarly positive contribution is also made by those other substantial surviving period
properties overlooking Summerhill and Blackberry Lane. Whilst very intensive varied but
generally undistinguished modern infill development now forms the dominant character of the
areas core this area still remains a well greened and interestingly secluded enclave set apart
from its wider surroundings.
Landscape Features
A pair of early Victorian Villas first depicted on the 1845 Tithe Map of Halesowen and
associated with a wider complex of buildings namely Thomas Harris’s Button factory with
pressing shops and warehousing, recorded separately as HBSMR 4132. Called "Spring
Villas" by the time of the 1st Edition Ordnance Survey it is probable that they were
constructed at the time that the button manufactory was established in around 1838. The
Villas were accessed along a tree lined avenue, “The Drive” and were set in over three acres
of extensive landscaped grounds that also incorporated an ornamental pool.
Archaeological Potential
th

This was open farmland until the middle of the 19 century with a correspondingly low known
archaeological potential. Any surviving below-ground evidence of the operations of Thomas
th
Harris’s Button factory would be of potential interest for industrial archaeology. The early 19
century landscaped gardens with the ornamental pool laid out along with “The Drive” would
be of interest to landscape archaeologists. However, there is little potential for any coherent
pattern to be discernible under the intensive modern infill development that now largely
characterises the area.
Negative Features
As noted in relation to Spring Villas some insensitive changes haven taken place which
unfortunately mar the appearance of surviving historic buildings.
Maslen drive appears to be a well meaning but not very well executed attempt to mimic the
local vernacular in a new housing development that does not quite come up to the mark.
Sensitivity to change
This is an area that appears generally to have reached equilibrium in that it is difficult to
envisage any further intensification of land use being feasible. That said, important historic
elements such as Spring Villas and those other substantial surviving period properties
overlooking Summerhill and Blackberry Lane require a sensitive approach and any potential
loss of or damaging alteration to such buildings should be strongly resisted.
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Recorded Features
HBSMR
Ref.
4132

Description
Site of Spring Button Works, The Drive. Horn button factory
built of red brick, on a steep slope. Was later a perambulator
manufacturer.

Designation
DEMOLISHED

CZ 12 West Halesowen municipal housing

General Character Description and Historical Development
This character zone largely has its origins in a large expanse of open meadow or pasture
th
sloping upwards from the western limits of Halesowen’s historic core. In the late 18 century
historic parkland was created just west of the character zone boundary as a setting for the
now demolished “Highfields House” a Strawberry Hill Gothick Mansion. The park contains
earthwork traces of medieval ridge and furrow indicating that at least for a short while it was a
medieval ploughland. In 1910 Highfields Park was formally established and laid out by
Halesowen Urban District Council (UDC).
Adjacent land in the Township of Hasbury just to the south of here became developed from
th
the middle of the 19 century for Victorian terraced housing and backyard nail workshops (eg
New Street, Hill Street, Chapel Street area) as was “Islington” to the north by the time of the
1845 Tithe Map. These were both nail making suburbs and as such similar to that still
surviving today in the Blackberry Lane, Mount Street and Summerhill Character Zone but with
much less architectural pretension, historic images showing that in these areas very simple
tightly packed worker cottages were more the norm.
In the 1960’s the whole of the character zone area was intensively redeveloped to
accommodate a wide range of municipal housing types that included “slum clearance” that
rased all of the historic suburbs to the ground.
The first phase of municipal development, that was contemporaneous with the laying out of
the Queensway, saw the construction of serried ranks of 2-3 storey blocks of housing of
modest proportions set in “pavilion style” within quite extensive areas of surrounding green
space. The layout, completed in 1964, was designed by the architects Remo and Mary
Grinelli and Miall Rhys-Davies who had previously won a design competition organised by
Halesowen Borough Council and the Royal Institute of British Architects. Their original
concept can still readily be appreciated today.
Further municipal building then took place to the south of Highfield Lane alongside Hagley
Road after the “slum clearance” of several streets of Victorian terraces. This phase, taking
place throughout the later 1960’s, is of a lesser architectural quality and includes examples of
typical modern semi-detached housing and 2, 3 and 4 storey “boxy” rectangular flatted blocks,
the whole being dominated by the “high rise” flats of Malvern House, Worcester House and
Tenbury House. In terms of a lack of overall quality the same can be said of multi-storey
flatted development of the same vintage that was now also built at the north western edge of
the character zone, alongside “Islington” and Hales Road after similar slum clearances here.
In this area plain, generally 3 storey, rectangular blocks with linking stairwell structures now
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sit behind a strip of greenery that separates them from the historic back of pavement building
line. This area in particular was previously widely renowned as being an epicentre of the
Halesowen nail trade.
Positive Features
The first architect designed phase of the municipal development of the Highfields Estate
dating from1964 has its distinct merits and it helps to document an important period in
Britain’s social history.
Landscape Features
The provision of ample green space within some phases of municipal development is notable
and Highfields Park provides an important green setting for this Character Zone.
Archaeological Potential
th

This was open farmland until the middle of the 19 century with a correspondingly low known
archaeological potential. The archaeological potential of the former nail making suburbs
mainly resides in gaining a better understanding of the nature of the detailed operation of
domestic nail making and also the potential to elucidate the actual material culture of the
inhabitants. This could be through archaeological excavation backed up by documentary
research.
Negative Features
High rise dwellings of mundane design and generally unimaginative municipal layouts do not
make a positive contribution.
Sensitivity to change
By reference to similar initiatives elsewhere there is likely to be a progressive replacement of
the current municipal housing stock. This could easily constitute an improvement in
townscape terms if handled sensitively. The overall design of the first phase of such housing
by architects Remo and Mary Grinelli and Miall Rhys-Davies should be understood and
respected if change is envisaged here.
Recorded Features
HBSMR
Ref.

Description

Designation

6172

Site of Attwood & Faulkner Works, Richmond Street. The firm
continued its old methods of manufacturing nails by hand up
until its redevelopment.

DEMOLISHED

7729

Site of Brick Kiln Field, Queen Street, Belle Vale. Recorded in
Halesowen Borough Tithe Map 1845.

DEMOLISHED

12901

The Nelson PH, Hagley Road. The architect of this structure
was Holland W. Hobbies.

-

CZ 13 Queensway west and the Cornbow Centre
Historical Development and General Character Description
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th

The redevelopment of the whole of this area during the mid and later 20 century resulted in
the loss of virtually all of the historic buildings that constituted its previous character.
Halesowen Borough Council had a vision for the comprehensive redevelopment of the town
centre that developed during the 1950’s and the Council thereafter steadily acquired the
necessary land culminating in the construction of Queensway which was to encircle the new
centre in 1963. This was accompanied by a new row of six shops accompanied by a post
office fronting the Queensway opposite St. John’s Churchyard. Inboard from this between
Hagley Street and Queensway “The Precinct” was constructed in 1967 comprising 47 shop
units laid out either side of a walkway from Hagley Street that opened into a square flanked
by a covered market and a modern Supermarket. From here a further 23 shops were
accessed that opened onto Queensway. A multi-storey car park was also provided and in
1971 a new multi-storey library also opened. A comprehensive refurbishment in the 1980’s
saw the open precinct roofed in to create “The Cornbow Centre” with new escalators
providing access to the upper levels. The latest development saw the creation of a massive
new Asda Store fronting Queensway where a new Bus Station was also laid out as “transport
hub”.
Overall, in reviewing today’s townscape character it must be said that the mainly concrete
replacement buildings of the 1960’s redevelopment including the Cornbow Centre, were
constructed using jarringly discordant materials of relatively poor quality and with designs that
provide little quality to views from the public realm. Although many of these buildings have
varied and active ground floor shop fronts addressing the street, the upper floors generally
present particularly featureless and unattractive aspects to the street and are both clad in
poor quality materials and poorly maintained. Within the Precinct concrete canopies which
were provided as protection from the weather constitute one typically 60’s feature that did not
age well. Nevertheless, the buildings constructed in this area during the 1960s and
subsequently, as well as those built in the adjoining Historic Core and Civic Quarter Character
Areas (CZ1 & CZ8) do share an architectural unity that combine to provide the town with a
th
strongly defined later 20 century character.
Positive Features
•

The routes of Halesown’s principal medieval streets and their building lines remain as a
significant element in the pedestrianised town centre, the number of interconnecting
streets provide numerous physical and visual links through the town centre,

•

The 2-3 storey scale of much of the later 20 century development is notable in
maintaining that of the now lost earlier structures of the town centre and in addition the
tight focus and enclosure of the various streets.

th

Landscape Features
The “borrowed” green landscape of the Churchyard provides a positive and historic setting for
this Character Zone.
Archaeological Potential
The location of this character zone at the western edge of the medieval town might argue for
there being a high potential for archaeology, if not for the comprehensive nature of modern
and potentially damaging redevelopment. During the recent construction of the new Asda
Store an archaeological watching brief not unexpectedly revealed that because of the depth
of modern foundations any earlier remains that might have survived had largely been
eradicated. However, as was recently amply demonstrated through archaeological excavation
in advance of the redevelopment of the Bull Ring in Birmingham, which revealed extensive
survival of medieval remains, not all 1960’s development was so impactful. On this basis it is
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considered that there is still the potential for remains of medieval Halesowen to be found
beneath “The Precinct” should this ever be redeveloped and this should be catered for.
Negative Features
•

The new Asda is a very large and architecturally plain stark white structure that generally
appears over-dominant, whilst the main frontage to the new bus station, being relatively
featureless, does not (in urban design terms) “read” legibly and does very little to promote
a proper “sense of entrance”.

•

The various developments of the 1960’s have in combination resulted in St John’s Church
and its churchyard appearing somewhat isolated and disconnected from the historic town
centre proper.

Sensitivity to change
Whilst there are no obvious signs that further major change is in the offing the external
appearance of The Precinct and its constituent shopping parades would clearly be
st
susceptible to improvement in the short term whilst another comprehensive 21 century
redevelopment might be a major opportunity for the future.
Recorded Features
HBSMR
Ref.
12337

Description
Township area as designated on Township area map.
Halesowen is the head of a huge parochial area. This was within
the county of Worcester but was transferred to Shropshire after
the Norman Conquest and only returned to Worcestershire in the
19th century. The place-name is derived from two elements: the
Early English (Anglo-Saxon) Halas – meaning the nooks or
corners and the Medieval Welsh personal name Owen………..

Designation
-

CZ 14 Stourbridge Road Victorian ribbon development
General Character Description
th

This character zone is fairly typical of areas of “extended settlement” that from the 18
century onwards are often found lining roads adjacent to older town centres usually when
industrial populations have grown too large to be fully accommodated within the historic core.
Somewhat unusually the Stourbridge Road area did not become at all fully built up until the
th
th
very end of the 19 and even into the early 20 centuries.
The south side of Stourbridge Road was the earliest focus for new building that lay alongside
and to the west of the pre-existing “Islington” nail making quarter (that included the Waggon
and Horses Public House that still thrives on the corner). Here, Queen Street had been laid
out by the 1880’s running off Stourbridge Road parallel to Islington itself. This whole area was
th
largely cleared for municipal housing in the 20 century but turning the corner of Queen
Street where it meets Stourbridge Road there remain today two quite early looking
commercial properties (numbers 35 and 37) that are much altered but which may survive from
the original layout, as it would appear do numbers 37-41, also fronting Stourbridge Road.
These form a short terrace of three modest two storey properties in red brick with slate roofs
set behind small front gardens or yards defined by low red brick walls.
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These houses are noticeably narrower fronted and less tall than their immediate neighbours
just to the west on Stourbridge Road which can be explained by the fact that the latter
properties belong to a slightly later phase of building that also saw Victoria Street laid out by
1904. These new buildings are still of two storeys in red brick with slate roofs but are of
noticeably bigger proportions with larger more useable front gardens and a regular rhythm of
large canted bay windows suggestive of a more middle class social status.
Such properties run right along the frontage of Stourbridge Road beyond Victoria Street up to
the northern edge of the Character Zone in discrete blocks of property recognisable through
slight variations in style as being the product of individual speculative builders. Somewhat by
contrast, properties in Victoria Street itself appear to be of somewhat lower status, being
accessed directly from back of pavement and having less by way of architectural
embellishment including an absence of bay windows. It is also notable that Victoria Street has
always had a rather “gappy” street frontage, perhaps suggesting the original speculative
builders rather lost their enthusiasm over time in this less high status area.
In the same period very architecturally similar middle class dwellings, again with bay windows
and set behind large gardens with low brick boundaries, can be found fronting Grammar
School Lane opposite the Technical School of 1897 that presents an Arts and Crafts style
timber gable detail to the street. The new houses were again constructed in recognisable
blocks and they no doubt also represent a response by speculative builders to the need to
accommodate Halesowen’s expanding middle class population. The eponymous Grammar
School founded in 1630 was relocated to Grammar School Lane in 1864. Constructed in red
brick and terracotta it was later demolished and had moved to new premises at The Earls by
1908.
The period between the 1880’s and 1904 also saw the north side of Stourbridge Road
developed for the first time with the construction of two interestingly contrasting blocks of
properties. Directly opposite “Islington” numbers 8-30 Stourbridge Road comprise six paired
rendered blocks of two storey ostensibly commercial properties positioned directly at the back
of pavement with residential upper floors. At ground floor the frontages are punctuated at
intervals by oddly ill-proportioned shop fronts alongside numerous other equally
architecturally unbalanced ancillary window openings.
On closer inspection it is apparent that this evident lack of proportion stems from the fact that
originally the architectural rhythm of the buildings related to the existence of a series of evenly
spaced cart arches serving each block, which are clearly depicted on the 1904 Ordnance
Survey Map and are typical of Halesowen nail making premises, giving access for iron rods
and finished nails to travel to and from backyard nail workshops.
It is indeed apparent from historic maps that the cart arches all originally led to long narrow
back yards that were crammed with similarly shaped outbuildings having all the hallmarks of
having been nail shops and/or warehousing (the outbuildings generally appear no longer to
be extant, but the yards remain). The scale is suggestive of nail factories rather than domestic
workshops and this could well be elucidated by further documentary research.
Although it has been filled in, an example of one of the original red brick cart arches survives
largely intact and can still clearly be seen at number 30, Stourbridge Road. By contrast further
down the street the original cart arches have all generally been cut down, filled in and crudely
adapted into the roller shuttered windows and shop fronts that are seen today. In the case of
number 12, however, the large opening that forms a passageway leading into the building
towards “The Bathroom Collection” showrooms still reflects the position and dimensions of the
original cart arch. Within the passageway where the Cart Arch once exited through the rear

50

Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council
Halesowen Town Centre UHLC

wall of the building the original archway itself can still clearly be seen, having became
internalised when the building was extended to create the showroom.
th

From all this it seems highly likely that even at this late date at the turn of the 20 century the
new blocks of building were purposely designed for use by substantial nail making businesses
as office and residential premises with their own backyard workshops and storage facilities
accessed through the cart arches. In this context it is notable that in 1912 there were 11 nail
factories recorded in Halesowen, the same number as in 1880. This being the case the new
buildings formed a very notable adjunct to the Islington nail making quarter on the other side
of Stourbridge Road, where in fact the Attwood & Faulkner Works, Richmond Street,
continued its old methods of manufacturing nails by hand up until its redevelopment in the
1960’s (HBSMR 6172). It would appear that the general impression given by most historians
th
to date that the Halesowen nail trade was in drastic decline towards the end of the 19
century may be somewhat exaggerated.
By the same token it can be surmised that it was indeed the accelerating decline of the
th
Halesowen nail trade as the 20 century progressed that eventually led to the decision to
adapt the original premises into today’s individual shops and commercial premises. At that
time conversion must doubtless have been an increasingly economically attractive option
although (judging by surviving traces of a blue/grey terrazzo mosaic on one shop front fascia)
that may not actually have happened until as late as the 1930’s.
By direct contrast, properties constructed at the same period on the same side of Stourbridge
Road but further to the west (32-54 Stourbridge Road) are modest 2 storey terraced dwellings
in red brick with slate roofs that are positioned directly at back of pavement. This terrace
probably constitutes worker housing but it is notable that the small back yards here contain
only domestic outbuildings and not workshops. This new terrace equally contrasts with the
more prestigious properties constructed at the same time that sit opposite on the south of the
Stourbridge Road and which were described earlier. At the western extremity of the terrace
and acting as an end stop is number 56, Stourbridge Road (now Steve’s Newsagent and
Convenience Store). This was built as a shop premises and doubtless served the immediate
locality then as it does now as a general store. The shop frontage also incorporates a blocked
in Cart Arch but this is more likely to relate to the horse drawn haulage and storage of goods
for sale in the shop than to the nail trade.
Historical Development
As with much of Halesowen’s suburban expansion little development had taken place by the
time Tithe Maps were produced in the 1840’s showing the area mainly as open fields. The
only notable structures on Stourbridge Road were the Zion Methodist Chapel close to the
town centre (a grade II listed structure dating from 1843) and the buildings that formed the
northern end of “Islington”, the street block of nailers cottages that mainly lay within the
adjacent Character Zone 12, now municipal flats. By the 1880’s and the 1st Edition Ordnance
Survey the Waggon and Horses Public House already occupied a large plot on the corner of
Islington and Stourbridge Road (and it may in fact also be depicted on the 1845 Tithe). The
pub was no doubt kept busy servicing the numerous nail makers in the immediate vicinity. On
Grammar School Lane the eponymous school buildings have already been built in red brick
and terracotta.
At this time little else had changed although Queen Street had now been laid out alongside
“Islington”, also on the south side of Stourbridge Road. From the historic mapping the new
terraces here were also well provided with backyard workshops, suggesting these were
additional nail makers dwellings. Adjacent to Queen Street is wasteland marked “Old Clay Pit”
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and two kilns are also marked. It is tempting to speculate that these were brick kilns and that
perhaps they were utilised in the construction of Queen Street itself.
By the time of the 1904 Ordnance Survey the wasteland and kilns had gone and the area was
occupied by a newly laid out street called “Victoria Street”, whilst at the same time the whole
remaining frontage on the south side of the Stourbridge Road became fully developed for the
first time with quite high status Victorian terraced blocks of housing. A very similar
development of blocks of middle class terraced housing also now occupied frontages on
Grammar School Lane opposite the Technical School of 1897. Next to the Zion Chapel
towards the George Inn a new Baptist Chapel had been built in 1899 (now converted to
offices- “Hales Court”).
Also by 1904 for the first time the north side of Stourbridge Road is recorded as having been
fully built up with frontage structures that can largely still be seen today, having modest
terraced dwellings positioned directly at back of pavement at the western end of the street
and similarly arranged blocks of commercial properties with a quite different character
opposite Islington on the east.
Positive Features
•

Regular rhythms of terraces of both worker and middle class housing with much
architectural embellishment creating visual interest within the street scene and a
consistent sense of enclosure.

•

Historic and archaeological interest of numbers 8-30 Stourbridge Road.

•

The Waggon and Horses. In its current form a celebration of late Victorian architecture
with three pedimented and pilastered stone door cases individually inscribed with the
legends “Ales”, “Wines and “Spirits”. Regularly spaced semi-circular arched windows
exhibit an attractive striped polychromatic effect. Good historic interior, bar and bar back.
Proposed for the Local List.

Landscape Features
N/A
Archaeological Potential
•

th

This was predominantly an area of open fields until the mid to late 19 century and thus it
generally has low archaeological potential. The archaeological potential of the probable
former nail making premises at 8-30 Stourbridge Road is, however, high. This is both in
respect of the application of archaeological buildings recording to better elucidate the
development of the frontage blocks and archaeological excavation of the former
workshops in the backyards to the rear (few of which appear to survive above ground with
the possible exception of a structure that can be glimpsed behind numbers 14-16
Stourbridge Road). This should be backed up by documentary research providing an
altogether rare opportunity to examine in detail the operation of a Halesowen nail making
factory at a late date in the industries development.

Negative Features
•

Constant heavy traffic passing along Stourbridge Road.

•

Poor condition of some buildings and ugly external roller shutters (particularly 8-30
Stourbridge Road)

Sensitivity to change
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There is little to suggest that this area will be subject to general development pressure
and only small scale change can currently be envisaged. In this context it will be
important to preserve the rhythm of the existing terraces of houses and retain their
historic boundaries intact. However, in the current economic climate trade is not at all
buoyant and commercial premises such as those at 8-30 Stourbridge Road are likely to
be under increasing pressure. This may lead to proposals for a change of use or even
redevelopment. Given the historic significance of the buildings any future proposals would
be highly sensitive and require very careful consideration.

•

Recorded Features
HBSMR
Ref.

Description

Designation

12337

Township area as designated on Township area map.
Halesowen is the head of a huge parochial area. This was
within the county of Worcester but was transferred to
Shropshire after the Norman Conquest and only returned to
Worcestershire in the 19th century. The place-name is derived
from two elements: the Early English (Anglo-Saxon) Halas –
meaning the nooks or corners and the Medieval Welsh
personal name Owen………..

-

7865

Site of Chain Works, Stourbridge Road, Belle Vale. Recorded
on 1937 Ordnance Survey Map.

DEMOLISHED

12838

The Waggon & Horses PH, 21-23 Stourbridge Road. A
Nineteenth Century Public House

-

879

Zion Methodist Chapel, Stourbridge Road. Dated 1843, two
storey chapel built of red brick.

Grade II Listed
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5.

Conclusions

From all of the foregoing analysis it is hoped that a fuller appreciation of the unique
characteristics of Halesowen and its’ heritage assets and of the wide range of factors
contributing overall to local distinctiveness has been gained. As such, it can be expected that
future proposals for change will be well informed as regards the local historic built
environment and will, not least through the application of specific historic environment
planning policies in the Area Action Plan, be suitably responsive to it.
Conservation Area Designation
As part of the UHLC the potential for new designations was assessed including conservation
area designation. Criteria used for the identification of areas that should be protected as
Conservation Areas are set nationally through the Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas Act) 1990 and detailed in English Heritage Guidance. The Act places a
statutory duty upon local planning authorities to review their areas from time to time and to
identify those parts of their areas that have special architectural or historic interest, the
character and appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance and to designate
them. In order to qualify for designation an area should be identifiable as possessing a special
level of significance (i.e. more than ordinary) for either its historic or architectural value or
both. It must also contain features that can either be protected or enhanced through the use
of the powers provided within the Act or through the preparation of management proposals as
described within the Act.
On analysis it was notable that within Halesowen there are delightful historic enclaves, such
as the area around the Parish Church, Ivy House and Whitefriars whilst the High Street,
anchored by the Lyttleton Arms, still feels historic. However, because of the nature of the
modern redevelopment of the historic core of Halesowen there is a greater tendency for
Heritage Assets to be “pepper potted” across the townscape rather than agglomerated in
such a way as to make them susceptible to conservation area designation. Taken overall,
therefore, it was felt that formal conservation area designation could not currently be justified.
Nevertheless, it is considered that existing statutory controls over listed buildings allied with
the policy framework developed as part of this Halesowen Area Action Plan will of themselves
allow Dudley Council to confer a high degree of protection to both individual Heritage Assets
and local distinctiveness more generally.
Nevertheless, as regards historic areas and buildings that stand out as being particularly
worthy of recognition, such that they warrant protection through more formal designation, a
number of very positive conclusions could be drawn from the Historic Characterisation Study.
Accordingly, a range of proposed designations are listed below. The designation process
itself will be subject to full public consultation through publication of the main Area Action Plan
and in the case of the statutory and local list through further detailed consultation including
specifically with building owners. Within this context it is recommended that detailed
consideration should be given to:
Statutory Listing - (and see Appendix 2 Part 1 for full details)
To seek the support of English Heritage for the addition of 1 No. building to the
Statutory List of Buildings of Architectural or Historic Interest:
1)

Nail Warehouse, Laurel Lane [HER No.15105].
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Local Listing - (and see Appendix 2 Part 2 for full details)
To add 15 No. buildings to Dudley MBC’s List of Buildings of Local Architectural or Historic
Interest.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

No. 32 High St; Church House [HER No.15129]
St John’s Church; Mortuary Chapel [HER No.15110]
Nos. 6 and 8 Hagley Road [HER No.15205]
Cornbow Bridge, Great Cornbow [HER No. 7396].
Helen House, Great Cornbow [HER No. 15144]
Earls High School, Earls Way [HER No. 15111; 15112]
Tenterfields Primary School, Tenterfields [HER No. 15231]
Nos. 1 to 16 Wright Street [HER No. 15232]
22 Cobham Road [HER No. 15230]
17 & 19 Blackberry Lane [HER No. 15238]
21 to 25 (odds) Blackberry Lane [HER No.15233]
13 & 14 Laurel Lane [HER No. 15234]
15 & 16 Laurel Lane [HER No. 15234]
Former Halesowen Spade and Shovel Works, Forge Lane (now Units 2&3, 6&7,
Halas Industrial Estate [HER No. 6180]
Spring Villas, 59 & 61, The Drive [HER No. 15157]

Areas of High Historic Townscape Value (AHHTV) - (and see Appendix 2 Part 3 for full
details)
To designate 4 No. Areas of High Historic Townscape Value (AHHTV) for the Halesowen
Area:
1)

Halesowen Town Centre northern area AHHTV.

2)

Halesowen Town Centre historic core AHHTV.

3)

Halesowen Town Centre southern area AHHTV.

4)

Tenterfields AHHTV.

Areas of High Historic Landscape Value (AHHLV) - (and see Appendix 2 Part 4 for full
details)
To designate 1 No. Area of High Historic Landscape Value (AHHLV) for the Halesowen Area:
1)

River Stour Corridor, Furnace Coppice, Central Halesowen and Grange Road.

Designed Landscapes of High Historic Value (DLHHV) - (and see Appendix 2 Part 5 for
full details)
To designate 1 No. Designed Landscape of High Historic Value (DLHHV) for the Halesowen
Area:
1)

River Stour Corridor, Furnace Coppice, Central Halesowen and Grange Road.
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Archaeological Priority Areas - (and see Appendix 2 Part 6 for full details)
To designate 3 No. Archaeological Priority Areas for the Halesowen Area:
1)

Halesowen Medieval Town

2)

Cornbow Bridge

3)

Cornbow Mill
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APPENDIX 1
Existing Designations
Halesowen Listed Buildings - Current
HER No.

Name/Address

Grade

866

79, High Street. Late C18 - early C19, 2 storey, red
brick shop.

Grade II Listed

865

77, High Street. Late C18 - early C19, 3 storey, red
brick house.

Grade II Listed

864

75, High Street. Late C18 or Early C19 re-fronting to
earlier timber frame exposed at side & rear.
Roughcast; 2 storeys; one sash window; plain gable
at centre. Good timbered wing projects at rear,
painted brick nogging. North side has 2 late C18 or
early C19 windows to ground storey flanking wood
pilaster door case with pediment.

Grade II Listed

851

Whitefriars, 6-8 Church Lane. C16, timber-frame and
painted brick, 2 storey house.

Grade II Listed

867

Ivy House., Church Street. Early C19, 3 storey,
roughcast house with C19 railings to forecourt.

Grade II Listed

860

St John the Baptist Church, High Street. Norman and
Perpendicular Gothic style church. Tiles from
Halesowen Abbey on display here.

Grade I Listed

861

Churchyard Walls and Gates, St. John the Baptist
Churchyard, High Street. Late C19 Sandstone walls
with iron railings enclosing the churchyard.

Grade II Listed

1742

Circa 1763, rectangular stone slab with flat top on top
of low stone plinth in St. John the Baptist Churchyard.
Vertical grave stone with name engraved later
addition. William Shenstone was a poet and
landscape gardener.

Grade II Listed

863

The George Inn., 16, High Street. Late C18, 2 storey
inn of red brick.

Grade II Listed

862

Medieval Market Cross in stone with later ball finial
and small cross head. (See 15094) Cross formerly
stood in the Cornbow market area but was blown
down in a storm on 22 February 1908 and re-erected
in churchyard. Listed building grade II also became
Scheduled Monument in 1998.

Grade II Listed &
SAM

879

Zion Methodist Chapel, Stourbridge Road. Dated
1843, two storey chapel built of red brick.

Grade II Listed
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Halesowen Locally Listed Buildings - Current
HER
Ref.

Name/Address

Description

7130

Queens Head Public House, Birmingham Street, possibly as
early as 17th century.

On Local List.

7131

Lyttelton Arms PH, High Street. Attractive brick corner pub,
19th century.

On Local List.

7671

87-89, High Street., Shops.

On Local List.

12085

Former Ebenezer Chapel, Birmingham Street. Primitive
Methodist, dated 1868: three-bay front in brick with blue and
white polychrome decoration, now shops.

On Local List.

4631

Site of suspected Hay Moat Watermill, 10, Church Lane.
Cottage, probably was once a watermill. Its end wall is
parallel to the river and leat-like evidence remains.

On Local List.

7187

Shipleys Amusements, Hagley Street, formerly Lloyds Bank.
Built in 1874 to designs by J. A. Chatwin (the designer of
Lloyds Banks head office building in Ann Street, Birmingham
of 1871 and the Lombard Street Office of 1887<1>. It
replaced an earlier nail warehouse and included residential
accommodation for the bank’s manager at first and second
floor level<2>. It is of three storeys in red brick with stone
detailing and a hipped natural slate roof. The design is of
restrained mid-Victorian Gothic revival with pointed arches
to the heads of first floor windows in deep reveals of
moulded bricks or archivolts. Each arch is infilled with a
panel of delicately carved foliage The second floor frontage
is lit by nine narrow windows in three evenly spaced groups
the central of which is covered by a projected hood with a
hipped roof supported on stone brackets decorated with
further sculpted foliage. The foliage is continued in panels
over each of the three central windows. The first and
second floors are divided by a narrow moulded string course
which is repeated through the springing of the arches to the
first floor windows. A heavy modillion band runs over the
shopfront, which is otherwise a modern insertion.
<1>Communication form Lloyds Bank Archivist J.M.L.
Brooker dated 18.05.1984
<2>Ibid.
27, Great Cornbow. Corner shop very traditional form and
front.

On Local List.

7174

Simple cottage with rear extension on the corner of Hagley
Road and Blackberry Lane. Rendered with modern tile roof.
A plaque in the middle of the west facing wall records, 'God
defends the right'.

Locally Listed
Building

7129

Pump House, Forge Lane/Somers Road. The site of the Old
Pumphouse Café was said to be a Pump House, but no sign
of a building can be found on all of the 19th century maps,
when the area was shown as a field.

Locally Listed
building

12258
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APPENDIX 2
Proposed Designations
Part 1:

Proposed Statutory Listed Buildings

Criteria used for the identification of buildings to be included on the statutory list of buildings
are set out in the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas Act) 1990 with additional
guidance provided in DCMS document ‘Principles of Selection for Listed Buildings’, March
2010. Available from www.culture.gov.uk.

1:

Nail Warehouse, Laurel Lane [HBSMR No. 15105]

A Nail Warehouse in Laurel Lane shown on the 1884 Ordnance Survey Map. The warehouse
was shown with a cart arch going beneath the building to the south of it. The building/house
th
was shown and still is shown as part of the same plot as the warehouse. A 20 century
drawing of the property shows the cart arch and the original building/house are no longer
present.
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Part 2: Proposed Locally Listed Buildings
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

No. 32 High St; Church House [HER No.15129]
St John’s Church; Mortuary Chapel [HER No.15110]
Nos. 6 and 8 Hagley Road [HER No.15205]
Cornbow Bridge, Great Cornbow [HER No. 7396].
Helen House, Great Cornbow [HER No. 15144]
Earls High School, Earls Way [HER No. 15111; 15112]
Tenterfields Primary School, Tenterfields [HER No. 15231]
Nos. 1 to 16 Wright Street [HER No. 15232]
22 Cobham Road [HER No. 15230]
17 & 19 Blackberry Lane [HER No. 15238]
21 to 25 (odds) Blackberry Lane [HER No.15233]
13 & 14 Laurel Lane [HER No. 15234]
15 & 16 Laurel Lane [HER No. 15234]
Former Halesowen Spade and Shovel Works, Forge Lane (now Units 2&3, 6&7,
Halas Industrial Estate [HER No. 6180]
Spring Villas, 59 & 61, The Drive [HER No. 15157]
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No. 32 High St; Church House
(HER No. 15129)
Constructed in 1897 as a new
Parish Hall for St. John the Baptist
Church. Brick-built with a steeply
pitched roof and plain clay tiles a
West Window comprising four
paired lancets in Early English style
evokes the Gothic Revival. This is
surmounted by a steep gable with
timber bargeboards and a timber
frame detail to the apex in a more
Arts and Crafts style, both of these
features being mirrored in a small
gablet over a first floor window to
the buildings right side. Beneath
this at ground floor is a small bay
window supported on timber
brackets flanking a front door
topped with a fanlight and with a
tiled canopy above also supported
on ornate carved timber brackets.

Architectural Merit
Is the building the work of a particular architect or designer of regional
or local note?
Has it qualities of age, style, materials, plan or other distinctive
characteristics which reflect those of at least a substantial number of
other recognised historic buildings in the area?
Does it display an innovative or rare example of a locally distinctive
form of construction or use local materials?
Does it have landmark quality?

v
v

Historical Interest
Does the building display an important aspect of the area’s social,
economic, religious political or cultural history?
Does it serve as a reminder of the development of the settlement in
which it stands or of an earlier phase of growth, which may have been
masked by later development?
Does it have an historic association with established features such as
the transport network, burgage plots, an urban park or other landscape
feature?

v

v

Close Historical Association
Has the building significant historical associations with local famous
people or events which are well documented?
Does the building relate by age, materials or in any other historically
significant way to adjacent statutorily or locally designated sites or
areas and contribute positively to their setting?
If a structure is associated with a designated landscape, such as walls,
terracing or a garden building, is it of identifiable importance to the
historic design?
Number of Criteria Met

v

5
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Church of St John the Baptist;
Mortuary Chapel [HER No.
15110]
Typically Victorian non-conformist
mortuary chapel in the graveyard of St.
John the Baptist constructed after the
1845 Tithe Map but which is shown on
the 1883 Ordnance Survey. Designed
by Stourbridge architect Francis
Smalman-Smith and of local red
sandstone with a slate roof in a
generally Early English Gothic Revival
Style. It has lancet windows (other than
a small trefoil window in the east gable)
and a prominent pointed arched main
west doorway with dog tooth
decoration. Robust paired chevronpatterned timber planked doors have
wrought iron hinges of elaborate foliate
design. The Nave is topped by a
slender bellcote that housed a single
bell and adjacent to this on the Nave
apex is a simple stone cross. A single
storey pent-roofed extension on the
north side may have been a vestry.

Architectural Merit
Is the building the work of a particular architect or designer of
regional or local note?
Has it qualities of age, style, materials, plan or other distinctive
characteristics which reflect those of at least a substantial
number of other recognised historic buildings in the area?
Does it display an innovative or rare example of a locally
distinctive form of construction or use local materials?
Does it have landmark quality?

v
v

v

Historical Interest
Does the building display an important aspect of the area’s
social, economic, religious political or cultural history?
Does it serve as a reminder of the development of the settlement
in which it stands or of an earlier phase of growth, which may
have been masked by later development?
Does it have an historic association with established features
such as the transport network, burgage plots, an urban park or
other landscape feature?

v
v

v

Close Historical Association
Has the building significant historical associations with local
famous people or events which are well documented?
Does the building relate by age, materials or in any other
historically significant way to adjacent statutorily or locally
designated sites or areas and contribute positively to their
setting?
If a structure is associated with a designated landscape, such as
walls, terracing or a garden building, is it of identifiable
importance to the historic design?
Number of Criteria Met

v

v

8
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Nos. 6 & 8 Hagley Road
(HER No. 15205)
A pair of shop units with recessed
doorways and traditional shopfronts in
an Art Deco style suggesting they were
erected in the 1930’s. Rectangular
leaded lights incorporate stained glass
with a green shield motif in the
transom. Above the shopfronts four
rectangular mullion and transom
windows at first floor repeat the same
pattern. The shopfronts appear
contemporaneous with the Locally
Listed and directly adjacent corner
shopfront at No. 27, Great Cornbow.

Architectural Merit
Is the building the work of a particular architect or designer
of regional or local note?
Has it qualities of age, style, materials, plan or other
distinctive characteristics which reflect those of at least a
substantial number of other recognised historic buildings in
the area?
Does it display an innovative or rare example of a locally
distinctive form of construction or use local materials?
Does it have landmark quality?

v

v

Historical Interest
Does the building display an important aspect of the area’s
social, economic, religious political or cultural history?
Does it serve as a reminder of the development of the
settlement in which it stands or of an earlier phase of
growth, which may have been masked by later
development?
Does it have an historic association with established
features such as the transport network, burgage plots, an
urban park or other landscape feature?

v

Close Historical Association
Has the building significant historical associations with local
famous people or events which are well documented?
Does the building relate by age, materials or in any other
historically significant way to adjacent statutorily or locally
designated sites or areas and contribute positively to their
setting?
If a structure is associated with a designated landscape,
such as walls, terracing or a garden building, is it of
identifiable importance to the historic design?
Number of Criteria Met

v

4
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Cornbow Bridge,
Great Cornbow
(HER No. 7396)
The bridge was
associated with a mill
and was first
mentioned in a
document of 1668-9
as being in a state of
disrepair. It was the
responsibility of Sir
Henry Lyttelton. It
was periodically
brought up at Salop
Quarter Session
Courts throughout the
18th and 19th century
as being in need of
repair. The present
bridge shows signs of
the various repairs
that have been done
to it over the last 200
years.

Architectural Merit
Is the building the work of a particular architect or designer
of regional or local note?
Has it qualities of age, style, materials, plan or other
distinctive characteristics which reflect those of at least a
substantial number of other recognised historic buildings in
the area?
Does it display an innovative or rare example of a locally
distinctive form of construction or use local materials?
Does it have landmark quality?

v

v
v

Historical Interest
Does the building display an important aspect of the area’s
social, economic, religious political or cultural history?
Does it serve as a reminder of the development of the
settlement in which it stands or of an earlier phase of
growth, which may have been masked by later
development?
Does it have an historic association with established
features such as the transport network, burgage plots, an
urban park or other landscape feature?

v
v

v

Close Historical Association
Has the building significant historical associations with
local famous people or events which are well documented?
Does the building relate by age, materials or in any other
historically significant way to adjacent statutorily or locally
designated sites or areas and contribute positively to their
setting?
If a structure is associated with a designated landscape,
such as walls, terracing or a garden building, is it of
identifiable importance to the historic design?
Number of Criteria Met

6
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Helen House, Great
Cornbow.
(HER No. 15144)
Built in 1877 by John
Skipworth Gibbons of The
Leasowes this was the
Halesowen Institute
incorporating a Reading
Room and Library and it
operated on the principles of
many other "Mechanics
Institutes" set up in industrial
towns at this time (The
Birmingham and Midlands
Institute perhaps being the
most well known). In 1925
he gave it to the people of
Halesowen. The Brady
Brothers acquired it for
business use in 1948. Now
called Helen House after Mr
Brady's daughter.

Architectural Merit
Is the building the work of a particular architect or designer of regional
or local note?
Has it qualities of age, style, materials, plan or other distinctive
characteristics which reflect those of at least a substantial number of
other recognised historic buildings in the area?
Does it display an innovative or rare example of a locally distinctive
form of construction or use local materials?
Does it have landmark quality?

v

Historical Interest
Does the building display an important aspect of the area’s social,
economic, religious political or cultural history?
Does it serve as a reminder of the development of the settlement in
which it stands or of an earlier phase of growth, which may have
been masked by later development?
Does it have an historic association with established features such as
the transport network, burgage plots, an urban park or other
landscape feature?

v
v

Close Historical Association
Has the building significant historical associations with local famous
people or events which are well documented?
Does the building relate by age, materials or in any other historically
significant way to adjacent statutorily or locally designated sites or
areas and contribute positively to their setting?
If a structure is associated with a designated landscape, such as
walls, terracing or a garden building, is it of identifiable importance to
the historic design?

v

Number of Criteria Met

4
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Earls High School, Earls Way
(HBSMR No. 15111; 15112)
A Grammar School was founded in
Halesowen in 1630 but not
constructed on the present site until
1908 in an Arts and Crafts inspired
Jacobean Revival Style, with
assistance from the recently formed
Worcestershire County Council. A
second block designed by the
notable local architect and former
pupil A.T. Butler was added directly
to the west of the main block in
1931. A third major building block
housing Halesowen Technical
School was added to the north of the
Grammar School in 1939. This later
became Halesowen College of
Further Education which was added
to the Grammar School in 1966 to
form a comprehensive, renamed The
Earls High School in 1972.

Architectural Merit
Is the building the work of a particular architect or designer of regional or
local note?
Has it qualities of age, style, materials, plan or other distinctive
characteristics which reflect those of at least a substantial number of
other recognised historic buildings in the area?
Does it display an innovative or rare example of a locally distinctive form
of construction or use local materials?
Does it have landmark quality?

v

v

v

Historical Interest
Does the building display an important aspect of the area’s social,
economic, religious political or cultural history?
Does it serve as a reminder of the development of the settlement in
which it stands or of an earlier phase of growth, which may have been
masked by later development?
Does it have an historic association with established features such as
the transport network, burgage plots, an urban park or other landscape
feature?
Close Historical Association
Has the building significant historical associations with local famous
people or events which are well documented?
Does the building relate by age, materials or in any other historically
significant way to adjacent statutorily or locally designated sites or areas
and contribute positively to their setting?
If a structure is associated with a designated landscape, such as walls,
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v
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terracing or a garden building, is it of identifiable importance to the
historic design?
Number of Criteria Met

5

Tenterfields Primary
School, Tenterfields
(HBSMR No.15231)
Built in 1909 by
Worcestershire County
Council for 246 boys, 246
girls and 256 infants and
constructed in a warm red
brick with clay tile roofs.
The school is a striking
architectural composition
in the Arts and Crafts style
set back behind low brick
boundaries topped with
railings sitting at the back
of pavement. The school
has survived relatively
unaltered and makes a
major contribution to the
Tenterfields street scene.

Architectural Merit
Is the building the work of a particular architect or designer of
regional or local note?
Has it qualities of age, style, materials, plan or other distinctive
characteristics which reflect those of at least a substantial number of
other recognised historic buildings in the area?
Does it display an innovative or rare example of a locally distinctive
form of construction or use local materials?
Does it have landmark quality?

v

v

Historical Interest
Does the building display an important aspect of the area’s social,
economic, religious political or cultural history?
Does it serve as a reminder of the development of the settlement in
which it stands or of an earlier phase of growth, which may have
been masked by later development?
Does it have an historic association with established features such
as the transport network, burgage plots, an urban park or other
landscape feature?
Close Historical Association
Has the building significant historical associations with local famous
people or events which are well documented?
Does the building relate by age, materials or in any other historically
significant way to adjacent statutorily or locally designated sites or
areas and contribute positively to their setting?

68

v
v
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If a structure is associated with a designated landscape, such as
walls, terracing or a garden building, is it of identifiable importance to
the historic design?
Number of Criteria Met

4

1 to 16 Wright Street
(HBSMR No. 15232)
Very attractive rendered
two storey speculative built
terrace dating from around
1900 with a pleasing
symmetrical rhythm of
chimneys, windows, front
doors and entries that sits
directly at back of
pavement. Long back
gardens stretch down
towards Whitehall Road.
The terrace forms a very
attractive composition
closing off long views down
Tenter Street and forming
an effective “end stop” to
the Tenterfields area,
defining its northern edge.

Architectural Merit
Is the building the work of a particular architect or designer of
regional or local note?
Has it qualities of age, style, materials, plan or other distinctive
characteristics which reflect those of at least a substantial number of
other recognised historic buildings in the area?
Does it display an innovative or rare example of a locally distinctive
form of construction or use local materials?
Does it have landmark quality?

v

v
v

Historical Interest
Does the building display an important aspect of the area’s social,
economic, religious political or cultural history?
Does it serve as a reminder of the development of the settlement in
which it stands or of an earlier phase of growth, which may have
been masked by later development?
Does it have an historic association with established features such as
the transport network, burgage plots, an urban park or other
landscape feature?
Close Historical Association
Has the building significant historical associations with local famous
people or events which are well documented?
Does the building relate by age, materials or in any other historically
significant way to adjacent statutorily or locally designated sites or
areas and contribute positively to their setting?
If a structure is associated with a designated landscape, such as
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walls, terracing or a garden building, is it of identifiable importance to
the historic design?
Number of Criteria Met

4

22 Cobham Road
(HBSMR No. 15230)
Excellent example of an Edwardian
semi-detached villa that retains all
of its original features. In warm red
brick with a slate roof, terracotta
dentilled eaves and terracotta
window heads with decorative
stamps and drip moulding on first
floor. The house is set back behind
a short front garden enclosed by a
low brick boundary wall with pillars
set at back of pavement. This also
has good terracotta detailing
including copings and capping to
gate and other pillars. A central
doorway with a fanlight is flanked
by a pair of canted bay windows. A
canopy with slate roof and lead
flashings over sails the front door
linking over the bays. The three
first floor windows are aligned
above. The detailing suggests a
high status residence.

Architectural Merit
Is the building the work of a particular architect or designer of regional
or local note?
Has it qualities of age, style, materials, plan or other distinctive
characteristics which reflect those of at least a substantial number of
other recognised historic buildings in the area?
Does it display an innovative or rare example of a locally distinctive
form of construction or use local materials?
Does it have landmark quality?

v

v
v

Historical Interest
Does the building display an important aspect of the area’s social,
economic, religious political or cultural history?
Does it serve as a reminder of the development of the settlement in
which it stands or of an earlier phase of growth, which may have been
masked by later development?
Does it have an historic association with established features such as
the transport network, burgage plots, an urban park or other landscape
feature?
Close Historical Association
Has the building significant historical associations with local famous
people or events which are well documented?
Does the building relate by age, materials or in any other historically
significant way to adjacent statutorily or locally designated sites or
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areas and contribute positively to their setting?
If a structure is associated with a designated landscape, such as walls,
terracing or a garden building, is it of identifiable importance to the
historic design?
Number of Criteria Met

5

17 & 19 Blackberry Lane
(HBSMR No. N/A)
A fine distinctive high status
example of a nail maker’s
residence dating from the later
19th century. It is constructed of
ashlar blocks in predominantly
red sandstone very probably
sourced in the immediate locality
from the Hasbury Quarry. The
house is of two storeys set behind
a low stone wall with stone
copings that sits at back of
pavement bounding a short front
garden. The building is divided
into two dwellings set either side
of a large central Cart Arch with a
prominent decorated keystone
flanked by two large rectangular
windows. Three further windows
on the upper floor are disposed
symmetrically above. There are
red brick chimneys (reduced) and
a slate roof.

Architectural Merit
Is the building the work of a particular architect or designer of regional
or local note?
Has it qualities of age, style, materials, plan or other distinctive
characteristics which reflect those of at least a substantial number of
other recognised historic buildings in the area?
Does it display an innovative or rare example of a locally distinctive
form of construction or use local materials?
Does it have landmark quality?

v

v
v

Historical Interest
Does the building display an important aspect of the area’s social,
economic, religious political or cultural history?
Does it serve as a reminder of the development of the settlement in
which it stands or of an earlier phase of growth, which may have been
masked by later development?
Does it have an historic association with established features such as
the transport network, burgage plots, an urban park or other
landscape feature?

v
v

Close Historical Association
Has the building significant historical associations with local famous
people or events which are well documented?
Does the building relate by age, materials or in any other historically
significant way to adjacent statutorily or locally designated sites or
areas and contribute positively to their setting?
If a structure is associated with a designated landscape, such as
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walls, terracing or a garden building, is it of identifiable importance to
the historic design?
Number of Criteria Met

6

21 to 25 (odds)
Blackberry Lane
(HBSMR No. 15233)

Amongst the first to be built
on Blackberry Lane these
buildings lack the
architectural pretension of
some later nail masters
premises but clearly form a
very significant group. In the
1881 census they were
noted as belonging to the
Lee family, notable as nail
masters. Seven family
members were registered
as “nail maker” and it is
highly likely they worked
from home with nail shops
and warehousing located in
the backyard. By the 1901
census Harry Lea (sic)
declared himself to be an
employer and spike/nail
manufacturer working “at
home”.

Architectural Merit
Is the building the work of a particular architect or designer of
regional or local note?
Has it qualities of age, style, materials, plan or other distinctive
characteristics which reflect those of at least a substantial number
of other recognised historic buildings in the area?
Does it display an innovative or rare example of a locally distinctive
form of construction or use local materials?
Does it have landmark quality?

v

v

Historical Interest
Does the building display an important aspect of the area’s social,
economic, religious political or cultural history?
Does it serve as a reminder of the development of the settlement in
which it stands or of an earlier phase of growth, which may have
been masked by later development?
Does it have an historic association with established features such
as the transport network, burgage plots, an urban park or other
landscape feature?

v
v

Close Historical Association
Has the building significant historical associations with local famous
people or events which are well documented?
Does the building relate by age, materials or in any other historically
significant way to adjacent statutorily or locally designated sites or
areas and contribute positively to their setting?
If a structure is associated with a designated landscape, such as
walls, terracing or a garden building, is it of identifiable importance
to the historic design?

v
v

6

Number of Criteria Met
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13 & 14 Laurel Lane
(HBSMR No. 15234)
Part of one of Halesowen’s
principal nail making suburbs
Laurel Lane developed in a
piecemeal fashion from the
1850’s up until around 1900, a
plaque on numbers 13&14 reads
“1880 AJA”. Speculative builders
bought up individual plots of land
and although using typically
Victorian architectural forms they
developed blocks of building in
their own idiosyncratic styles.
Together 13&14 and 15&16
Laurel Lane provide a classic
example of this type of
incremental development. Note
eg polychromatic brickwork used
for arched door heads on
numbers 13&14 whilst 15&16
utilise stone for both door and
window heads.

Architectural Merit
Is the building the work of a particular architect or designer of regional
or local note?
Has it qualities of age, style, materials, plan or other distinctive
characteristics which reflect those of at least a substantial number of
other recognised historic buildings in the area?
Does it display an innovative or rare example of a locally distinctive
form of construction or use local materials?
Does it have landmark quality?

v
v

Historical Interest
Does the building display an important aspect of the area’s social,
economic, religious political or cultural history?
Does it serve as a reminder of the development of the settlement in
which it stands or of an earlier phase of growth, which may have been
masked by later development?
Does it have an historic association with established features such as
the transport network, burgage plots, an urban park or other
landscape feature?

v
v

Close Historical Association
Has the building significant historical associations with local famous
people or events which are well documented?
Does the building relate by age, materials or in any other historically
significant way to adjacent statutorily or locally designated sites or
areas and contribute positively to their setting?
If a structure is associated with a designated landscape, such as
walls, terracing or a garden building, is it of identifiable importance to
the historic design?
Number of Criteria Met

v

5
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15 & 16 Laurel Lane
(HBSMR No. 15234)
Part of one of Halesowen’s
principal nail making suburbs
Laurel Lane developed in a
piecemeal fashion from the
1850’s up until around 1900, a
plaque on numbers 13&14 reads
“1880 AJA”. Speculative builders
bought up individual plots of land
and although using typically
Victorian architectural forms they
developed blocks of building in
their own idiosyncratic styles.
Together 13&14 and 15&16
Laurel Lane provide a classic
example of this type of
incremental development. Note
eg polychromatic brickwork used
for arched door heads on
numbers 13&14 whilst 15&16
utilise stone for both door and
window heads.

Architectural Merit
Is the building the work of a particular architect or designer of regional
or local note?
Has it qualities of age, style, materials, plan or other distinctive
characteristics which reflect those of at least a substantial number of
other recognised historic buildings in the area?
Does it display an innovative or rare example of a locally distinctive
form of construction or use local materials?
Does it have landmark quality?

v
v

Historical Interest
Does the building display an important aspect of the area’s social,
economic, religious political or cultural history?
Does it serve as a reminder of the development of the settlement in
which it stands or of an earlier phase of growth, which may have been
masked by later development?
Does it have an historic association with established features such as
the transport network, burgage plots, an urban park or other
landscape feature?

v
v

Close Historical Association
Has the building significant historical associations with local famous
people or events which are well documented?
Does the building relate by age, materials or in any other historically
significant way to adjacent statutorily or locally designated sites or
areas and contribute positively to their setting?
If a structure is associated with a designated landscape, such as
walls, terracing or a garden building, is it of identifiable importance to
the historic design?
Number of Criteria Met

v

5
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Former Halesowen
Spade and Shovel
Works, Forge Lane (now
Units 2&3, 6&7, Halas
Industrial Estate
(HBSMR No. 6180)
Large, blocky red-brick two,
three and four storey
industrial structures on the
north side of Forge Lane.
These are surviving
elements of the former
Halesowen Spade and
Shovel Works that formed
part of the Halesowen Forge
complex (that mainly lay to
the south of Forge Lane) but
which developed later.
These buildings are first
shown on the Ordnance
Survey Map of 1916-1924
when they were noted as a
Cycle Works, an historic
painted sign on one of the
structures also proclaims the
manufacture of
perambulators and
bedsteads.

Architectural Merit
Is the building the work of a particular architect or designer of regional
or local note?
Has it qualities of age, style, materials, plan or other distinctive
characteristics which reflect those of at least a substantial number of
other recognised historic buildings in the area?
Does it display an innovative or rare example of a locally distinctive
form of construction or use local materials?
Does it have landmark quality?

v

Historical Interest
Does the building display an important aspect of the area’s social,
economic, religious political or cultural history?
Does it serve as a reminder of the development of the settlement in
which it stands or of an earlier phase of growth, which may have been
masked by later development?
Does it have an historic association with established features such as
the transport network, burgage plots, an urban park or other
landscape feature?
Close Historical Association
Has the building significant historical associations with local famous
people or events which are well documented?
Does the building relate by age, materials or in any other historically
significant way to adjacent statutorily or locally designated sites or
areas and contribute positively to their setting?
If a structure is associated with a designated landscape, such as
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walls, terracing or a garden building, is it of identifiable importance to
the historic design?
Number of Criteria Met

4

‘Spring Villas’, 59 & 61
The Drive
(HBSMR No. 15157)
A pair of early Victorian Villas
that lay adjacent to Thomas
Harris’s Button Factory
established in 1838. They were
probably built at the same time
and by the time of the 1880’s
Ordnance Survey were called
Spring Villas. They were
designed in a classical vein as a
symmetrical pair with thin
pilasters at either edge of the
facade and also centrally. Each
half of the pair has a heavily
pedimented central entrance
doorway supported on a
prominent rectangular door case,
this being flanked by a pair of
canted bay windows. Originally
each first storey had three sash
windows, one centred above the
entrance and one over each bay.

Architectural Merit
Is the building the work of a particular architect or designer of regional
or local note?
Has it qualities of age, style, materials, plan or other distinctive
characteristics which reflect those of at least a substantial number of
other recognised historic buildings in the area?
Does it display an innovative or rare example of a locally distinctive
form of construction or use local materials?
Does it have landmark quality?

v
v

Historical Interest
Does the building display an important aspect of the area’s social,
economic, religious political or cultural history?
Does it serve as a reminder of the development of the settlement in
which it stands or of an earlier phase of growth, which may have been
masked by later development?
Does it have an historic association with established features such as
the transport network, burgage plots, an urban park or other
landscape feature?

v

Close Historical Association
Has the building significant historical associations with local famous
people or events which are well documented?
Does the building relate by age, materials or in any other historically
significant way to adjacent statutorily or locally designated sites or
areas and contribute positively to their setting?
If a structure is associated with a designated landscape, such as
walls, terracing or a garden building, is it of identifiable importance to
the historic design?
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Number of Criteria Met

4

Part 3: Proposed Areas of High Historic Townscape Value (AHHTV)
1) Halesowen Town Centre northern area AHHTV.

The area as whole represents the northern expansion of medieval Halesowen that was
particularly stimulated by the period of population growth that accompanied the Industrial
Revolution. It encompasses a variety of character areas including the very large cemetery
planned around St John the Baptist Church which was equipped with its own Non-Comformist
mortuary chapel. On Stourbridge Road and Grammar School Lane are middle class Victorian
th
villas and terraced worker housing dating from the 1850’s to the early 20 century, also nail
masters commercial premises with workshops behind at numbers 8-30 Stourbridge Road.
The north eastern portion of the AHHTV is characterised by educational uses including
Halesowen’s original Technical College on Grammar School Lane (1897) and (from 1908
onwards) the large scale buildings set in extensive grounds that now make up the Earls High
School. The south eastern portion of the AHHTV encompasses the route of Halesowen’s first
Turnpike, Whitehall Road, along with the adjacent open space of Finger Post Gardens and
beyond that, Church Road.
Contribution of historic buildings to a ‘sense of place’
Does the area contain a concentration of buildings judged to make a positive
contribution to the quality of the historic environment?
Do historic buildings make an important contribution to the area’s character?
Do the buildings within the area share features of architecture, materials and detailing
that makes an important contribution to its character and distinctiveness?

v
v
v

Street plan and form
Does the area retain a street plan that represents a stage of formal planning at an
important point in the development of the area?
Does the area retain a street plan that represents informal or opportunistic
development that represents an early or otherwise important point in the development
of the area?
Does the location, spacing and positioning of the buildings and associated property
have an important relationship with the development of the street plan such that it
contributes to the historic, communal and aesthetic value of the area?

v

Streetscape
Does the area retain elements of streetscape such as street furniture, boundary
features, tree planting or paving materials make an important contribution to the
historic character of the area, for example as elements of a formally planned
development also represented in the surrounding buildings and street plan?
Does the area contain elements of streetscape that illustrate earlier periods of
development which have been disguised by later activity?
Does the area contain elements of streetscape that have been added over time, and
have associations with prominent individuals, events or activities of importance to the
local area?

v
v

Completeness
Is the area well preserved in terms of the buildings, street plan and streetscape that
represent the most significant phases in its development?
Views and setting
Do views through, into or out of the area make an important contribution to the quality
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of the historic environment?
Does the area have associations with significant features or areas of acknowledged
value in its immediate setting?
Representation and historic interest
Is the area a rare or particularly well preserved example of its type in the borough,
region or country?
Does the area contain a form of townscape that is considered to be distinctive of the
borough or region?
Does the area’s townscape provide evidence of one or more important aspect of the
area’s social, economic, religious political or cultural history, such as associations with
particular individuals, groups or industries?

v
v

Number of Criteria Met

9

2) Halesowen Town Centre historic core AHHTV.

This AHHTV captures the surviving historic fabric in what is now Halesowen’s retail and
commercial heart. The street plan of this area retains much of the historic grid of streets that
had developed by the end of the medieval period, this includes the long route of Hagley
Street/High Street leading up to the church at the tip of the promontory, as well as the triangle
of street created by Great Cornbow, Little Cornbow and Peckingham Street, which ran from
the ancient bridging point of Cornbow Bridge and probably enclosed a triangular market
place. These and the small connecting routes create an intricate townscape with numerous
pathways, spaces and connections.
A number of buildings of particular age provide an old world character to parts of the area.
These make use of a mixed palate of materials, largely red brick with natural slate and
sandstone dressings but include examples with exposed timber frames and rendered facades
incised to resemble ashlar masonry. They are representative of the evolution of the town and
its historic roles including: historic inns, banks and shops; the former offices of Halesowen
Urban District Council; and the townhouses used as mixed homes and places of business by
solicitors, doctors and industrialists over the past three hundred years. Such properties offer a
great deal of variety creating an organic street scene that supports the character of the town
as an historic market town, despite the relatively recent construction of many of the buildings.
As a consequence it is considered that the loss of any of the buildings within this area that
pre-date its redevelopment during the 1960s would be considered as a serious negative
impact on the character and distinctiveness of the town centre.
Contribution of historic buildings to a ‘sense of place’
Does the area contain a concentration of buildings judged to make a positive
contribution to the quality of the historic environment?
Do historic buildings make an important contribution to the area’s character?
Do the buildings within the area share features of architecture, materials and detailing
that makes an important contribution to its character and distinctiveness?

v
v
v

Street plan and form
Does the area retain a street plan that represents a stage of formal planning at an
important point in the development of the area?
Does the area retain a street plan that represents informal or opportunistic
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development that represents an early or otherwise important point in the development
of the area?
Does the location, spacing and positioning of the buildings and associated property
have an important relationship with the development of the street plan such that it
contributes to the historic, communal and aesthetic value of the area?
Streetscape
Does the area retain elements of streetscape such as street furniture, boundary
features, tree planting or paving materials make an important contribution to the
historic character of the area, for example as elements of a formally planned
development also represented in the surrounding buildings and street plan?
Does the area contain elements of streetscape that illustrate earlier periods of
development which have been disguised by later activity?
Does the area contain elements of streetscape that have been added over time, and
have associations with prominent individuals, events or activities of importance to the
local area?

v

Completeness
Is the area well preserved in terms of the buildings, street plan and streetscape that
represent the most significant phases in its development?
Views and setting
Do views through, into or out of the area make an important contribution to the quality
of the historic environment?
Does the area have associations with significant features or areas of acknowledged
value in its immediate setting?

v
v

Representation and historic interest
Is the area a rare or particularly well preserved example of its type in the borough,
region or country?
Does the area contain a form of townscape that is considered to be distinctive of the
borough or region?
Does the area’s townscape provide evidence of one or more important aspect of the
area’s social, economic, religious political or cultural history, such as associations with
particular individuals, groups or industries?
Number of Criteria Met

v

8

3) Halesowen Town Centre southern area AHHTV.
th

th

This AHHTV covers the mid-19 to early 20 century nailmaking suburbs that lie south of the
medieval town centre. Comprising principally Victorian Villas and Terraces in the Summerhill,
Blackberry Lane, Mount Street and Hagley Road areas these were the residences and
workplaces of Halesowen’s nail makers and nail masters at this period including a surviving
Nail Warehouse in Laurel Lane. The suburb developed in a piecemeal fashion from the
1850’s up until around 1900 as speculative builders bought up individual plots of land and
although using typically Victorian architectural forms developed blocks of building in their own
idiosyncratic styles. Resulting from this distinctive phase of relatively piecemeal development
is a noticeably varied but often architecturally polite suburb that appears to have been largely
populated by nail makers. Particular features of the townscape are the Cart Arches that
punctuate building frontages at frequent intervals. These lead to backyards that originally
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contained nail shops and would have accommodated wagons delivering long bundles of iron
rod as the raw material for nail making.
The nail making suburb stands out as being a particularly special townscape through the
repetitive rhythm of Cart Arches and the consistency of built form that nevertheless, through
incremental growth over a short time span, contains varied and interesting individual detailing.
The unique nature of the nail making suburb, therefore, resides in its overall plan form,
architectural and townscape character and the direct relationship of that to nail making.

Does the area contain a concentration of buildings judged to make a positive
contribution to the quality of the historic environment?
Do historic buildings make an important contribution to the area’s character?
Do the buildings within the area share features of architecture, materials and detailing
that makes an important contribution to its character and distinctiveness?

v
v
v

Street plan and form
Does the area retain a street plan that represents a stage of formal planning at an
important point in the development of the area?
Does the area retain a street plan that represents informal or opportunistic
development that represents an early or otherwise important point in the development
of the area?
Does the location, spacing and positioning of the buildings and associated property
have an important relationship with the development of the street plan such that it
contributes to the historic, communal and aesthetic value of the area?

v

v

Streetscape
Does the area retain elements of streetscape such as street furniture, boundary
features, tree planting or paving materials make an important contribution to the
historic character of the area, for example as elements of a formally planned
development also represented in the surrounding buildings and street plan?
Does the area contain elements of streetscape that illustrate earlier periods of
development which have been disguised by later activity?
Does the area contain elements of streetscape that have been added over time, and
have associations with prominent individuals, events or activities of importance to the
local area?

v

Completeness
Is the area well preserved in terms of the buildings, street plan and streetscape that
represent the most significant phases in its development?

v

Views and setting
Do views through, into or out of the area make an important contribution to the quality
of the historic environment?
Does the area have associations with significant features or areas of acknowledged
value in its immediate setting?

v

Representation and historic interest
Is the area a rare or particularly well preserved example of its type in the borough,
region or country?
Does the area contain a form of townscape that is considered to be distinctive of the
borough or region?
Does the area’s townscape provide evidence of one or more important aspect of the
area’s social, economic, religious political or cultural history, such as associations with
particular individuals, groups or industries?
Number of Criteria Met

v
v
v

11
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4) Tenterfields AHHTV.
th

An area of mixed early, mid and later 20 century housing including detached, semi-detached and
terraced houses, as well as flats and a small Edwardian primary school, now used as a children’s day
nursery. Excepting the group of flatted apartments at Corron Hill, the area has a consistent two storey
scale with buildings constructed on a linear street grid and normally set just back from the pavement with
small front gardens. That said, lining the north side of Wright Street is a very attractive rendered
speculative built terrace (1-16) with a pleasing symmetrical rhythm of chimneys, windows, front doors
and entries that sits directly at back of pavement. The area includes groups of Edwardian houses with
attractive period detailing including timber framed sash and bay windows, moulded brick and terracotta
stringcourses or wall plates and brick garden walls. The survival of chimney stacks adds rhythm to the
rooflines. Some slightly later inter-war houses also retain character details such as curved glass in
horizontally barred steel-frame windows. The area is self contained, with the closely spaced buildings
providing enclosure to views along the streets and overall it has a pleasingly “land locked” feel.

Contribution of historic buildings to a ‘sense of place’
Does the area contain a concentration of buildings judged to make a positive
contribution to the quality of the historic environment?
Do historic buildings make an important contribution to the area’s character?
Do the buildings within the area share features of architecture, materials and detailing
that makes an important contribution to its character and distinctiveness?

v
v
v

Street plan and form
Does the area retain a street plan that represents a stage of formal planning at an
important point in the development of the area?
Does the area retain a street plan that represents informal or opportunistic
development that represents an early or otherwise important point in the development
of the area?
Does the location, spacing and positioning of the buildings and associated property
have an important relationship with the development of the street plan such that it
contributes to the historic, communal and aesthetic value of the area?

v

Streetscape
Does the area retain elements of streetscape such as street furniture, boundary
features, tree planting or paving materials make an important contribution to the
historic character of the area, for example as elements of a formally planned
development also represented in the surrounding buildings and street plan?
Does the area contain elements of streetscape that illustrate earlier periods of
development which have been disguised by later activity?
Does the area contain elements of streetscape that have been added over time, and
have associations with prominent individuals, events or activities of importance to the
local area?

v

Completeness
Is the area well preserved in terms of the buildings, street plan and streetscape that
represent the most significant phases in its development?

v

Views and setting
Do views through, into or out of the area make an important contribution to the quality
of the historic environment?
Does the area have associations with significant features or areas of acknowledged
value in its immediate setting?
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Representation and historic interest
Is the area a rare or particularly well preserved example of its type in the borough,
region or country?
Does the area contain a form of townscape that is considered to be distinctive of the
borough or region?
Does the area’s townscape provide evidence of one or more important aspect of the
area’s social, economic, religious political or cultural history, such as associations with
particular individuals, groups or industries?

v

Number of Criteria Met

8

Part 4: Proposed Areas of High Historic Landscape Value (AHHLV)
River Stour Corridor, Furnace Coppice, Central Halesowen and Grange Road.

This corridor of land runs along the steep sided gorge of the River Stour from Furnace
Coppice to the north of the town centre stretching south from here along the eastern edge of
the centre bounding Tenterfields and then further south again through the Grange Road
Character Area where it becomes considerably less steep sided, more open and only lightly
wooded. The river provides a natural wildlife corridor and the route is accompanied by areas
of woodland, some of which were planted as coppices to provide fuel for industrial processes.
The fast flowing river has provided a source of waterpower since, at least, the later middle
ages with numerous mills recorded along its length including for grinding corn (Cornbow) and
boring gun barrels (now Rumbow Works) just south of the HLC boundary Grange Mill also
ground corn.
The River Stour Corridor provides an important open space resource for Halesowen, as well
as having a high level of significance for ecological value. Taking a holistic view to the HAAP
the area has also been designated as a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation.
Representation of Cultural Heritage
Does the landscape of the area include a concentration of well preserved features that
reflect the early development of the area including patterns of settlement and land
use?
Does the area contain a concentration of well preserved features resulting from
industries that have been influential in the development of the area?
Does the area contain features that demonstrate the relationship between past human
activity and the features of the natural environment including geological resources,
watercourses and ecological resources?
Representation of Natural Heritage
Does the area contain significant geological heritage including deposits, outcrops or
strata that are of regional or national importance as a representation of the geological
development of the country?
Does the area have a high ecological significance as habitat or wildlife corridor?

v
v

v

Preservation
Are the features that contribute to the distinctiveness of the landscape well preserved,
such that their original function and interrelationship is readily understandable?
Does the area retain a range of features that relate to the same or similar industries,
including features that illustrate the development of technology and the use of the
landscape over time?
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Are the features of the historic landscape considered to be rare or unusual survivals of
their type and/or is their preservation threatened?

v

Amenity
Do features of the historic landscape contribute to the visual amenity of the
environment or its use as public open space?
Number of Criteria Met

v
6

Part 5: Designed Landscapes of High Historic Value (DLHHV)

1) Cemetery within Formal Grounds at St. John the Baptist Church (not churchyard)

Date
Was the landscape designed and laid out at a remote time or is it an early example of
its type?

v

Does it have qualities in terms of layout, planting, furniture and other features that
reflect its date of creation?
Preservation

v

Is the landscape well preserved in terms of the layout, furniture structures and planting
that are recorded at the time of its setting out or at other significant stages in its
development?

v

Aesthetic Value
Is the landscape successful in creating an attractive area for recreation or
commemoration as a result of its formal design or through fortuitous elements such as
the ‘patina of age’ or through dramatic juxtapositions of vernacular or industrial
buildings with designed landscapes?

v

Amenity
Do features of the historic landscape contribute to the visual amenity of the
environment or its use as public open space?
Historical Association

v

Was the landscape set out at a particularly significant point in the development of the
wider area, such as the creation of a new civic or administrative body or by or for a
locally notable group or individual?
Does the landscape represent a particularly interesting example of the horticultural or
artistic development of its type?

v

Does the design of the landscape have associations with the formation of religious
communities and beliefs in the area?

v

Number of Criteria Met

7
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Part 6: Archaeological Priority Areas (APA)
Halesowen Medieval Town
The medieval extent of Stourbridge can be deduced from records of streets and buildings
th
th
within the town dating from the 13 to the early 16 century, as well as observations of
archaeological remains uncovered during past developments within this area. Stourbridge
th
appears to have developed an urban form at a relatively late point, probably in the early 15
century and then developed rapidly as a centre for the local wool trade, becoming significant
th
in the glass and iron industries in the early 17 century. The process of the town’s
development is poorly recorded in documentary sources and as such, archaeological
remains are likely to be the best source to illuminate its early history. Remains are likely to
include parts of standing buildings hidden within later modifications, remains of earlier street
surfaces, building foundations and cellars, as well as back-yard activities. These remains of
the early activity of the town would certainly be considered as being of regional interest.

Survival
Do physical remains survive, or is there evidence that they are likely to remain,
whether as buildings, earthworks or sub-surface deposits?
Is there evidence of significant concentrations of objects of archaeological interest,
e.g. dumps of manufacturing rejects?

v

Rarity
Is the site a rare surviving example in the area of a particular class of monument?
Is the site the only, or one of very few, visible remains in a locality?

v

Representation
Does the site represent a significant period in the area’s history or have the
potential to inform understanding of its development?
Does the site represent an important stage in the development of a nationally,
regionally or locally important industry or other activity?
Do the material remains have a definite connection with a significant local character
or group of people or an event affecting the local people?

v
v
v

Vulnerability
Is the site a locally distinctive form or a typical, but well preserved, example of a
class of monument which is at risk or potentially at risk in the locality?
Is the site a particularly fragile example of a monument which could easily be
destroyed or seriously damaged by unsympathetic treatment?
Other Criteria
Is the site publicly visible and accessible having important amenity value to the
local community?
Number of Criteria Met

v
6
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Cornbow Bridge

Cornbow Bridge [HBSMR 7396] was formerly the crossing of the River Stour on the
regionally significant Bridgnorth to Chester road. It may well have earlier origins but was first
recorded in 1668-9 when it had fallen into disrepair. The bridge stands at a natural crossing
point at the head of a wide gorge formed by the river and retains evidence of numerous
phases of repair and reconstruction and has much actual and potential archaeological
significance.
Survival
Do physical remains survive, or is there evidence that they are likely to remain,
whether as buildings, earthworks or sub-surface deposits?
Is there evidence of significant concentrations of objects of archaeological interest,
e.g. dumps of manufacturing rejects?

v

Rarity
Is the site a rare surviving example in the area of a particular class of monument?
Is the site the only, or one of very few, visible remains in a locality?

v

Representation
Does the site represent a significant period in the area’s history or have the
potential to inform understanding of its development?
Does the site represent an important stage in the development of a nationally,
regionally or locally important industry or other activity?
Do the material remains have a definite connection with a significant local character
or group of people or an event affecting the local people?

v

Vulnerability
Is the site a locally distinctive form or a typical, but well preserved, example of a
class of monument which is at risk or potentially at risk in the locality?
Is the site a particularly fragile example of a monument which could easily be
destroyed or seriously damaged by unsympathetic treatment?
Other Criteria
Is the site publicly visible and accessible having important amenity value to the
local community?

v

Number of Criteria Met

4
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Cornbow Mill
This was a medieval Corn Mill converted to a Blade Mill in the post medieval period. On the
Plan of Halesowen of 1845 the site of the Cornbow Mill was identified as a Malthouse and on
the Ordnance Survey map produced in the 1880s as “The Institute”. The malthouse, which
was probably converted from the mill, was recorded in 1778 following the death of its owner
William Powell. The site retains two sluices and three bricked up arches in addition to
sandstone block and cobbled surfaces.

Survival
Do physical remains survive, or is there evidence that they are likely to remain,
whether as buildings, earthworks or sub-surface deposits?
Is there evidence of significant concentrations of objects of archaeological interest,
e.g. dumps of manufacturing rejects?

v

Rarity
Is the site a rare surviving example in the area of a particular class of monument?
Is the site the only, or one of very few, visible remains in a locality?

v

Representation
Does the site represent a significant period in the area’s history or have the
potential to inform understanding of its development?
Does the site represent an important stage in the development of a nationally,
regionally or locally important industry or other activity?
Do the material remains have a definite connection with a significant local character
or group of people or an event affecting the local people?

v
v
v

Vulnerability
Is the site a locally distinctive form or a typical, but well preserved, example of a
class of monument which is at risk or potentially at risk in the locality?
Is the site a particularly fragile example of a monument which could easily be
destroyed or seriously damaged by unsympathetic treatment?
Other Criteria
Is the site publicly visible and accessible having important amenity value to the
local community?
Number of Criteria Met

v
6
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Figure 1: Historic Buildings Appraisal
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Figure 2: Historic Townscape Character Zones
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Figure 3: Historic Environment Issues
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Figure 4: Proposed Designations A (AHHTV, AHHLV, DLHHV, Statutory List, Local List)
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Figure 5: Proposed Designations B (Archaeological Priority Areas)
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Character Zone Maps (Character Zones 1-14)
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