The

Dudley

Time Trail
of FAMOUS FIGURES,
HAPPENINGS & PLACES

3. Green Man Pub, closed in 1975

Elsewhere in the Market Place -

The Green Man is a symbol of nature, but what
was unnatural about the pub?

15. The Market Charter, granted 1268

Go back past the Earl of Dudley statue and cross
Castle Street at the lights. Walk up Castle Street
to St Edmund’s Church -

4. St Edmund, died 870
How did St Edmund die; and what fierce animal
is reputed to have stood guard over him?
Continue up Castle Street to -

7. Dud Dudley, 1620
What did Dud do - or claim to have done, long
before Abraham Darby?

The Time Trail starts in front of the Earl of
Dudley statue on Castle Street.
Each of the plaques along the trail contains
information that will help you answer the
following questions. Each of the numbers refers
to a location on the map.

Castle Street and Dudley Market Place
1. Earl of Dudley statue, 1888
Who created me; who paid for me; and who
unveiled me?
On the pavement near to the statue, by the
Green Man Entry -

2. Dudley Zoo, opened in 1937
What links Lubetkin’s modernist zoo buildings
to the Earl?

Who was Apollo; and who made this Art Deco
style statue of him?

See if you can emulate my fabulous jumping
‘feats’ back in Victorian times

20. Dudley’s Anvil Makers, 1852
How many anvil makers were there back in 1852;
and who invented a new kind of vice in the same
year?

Detour from Market Place to upper
High Street and Top Church

8. Local coinage, 1648
Which local family made a mint from their own
coins?

21. Thomas à Becket, martyred in 1170

Cross at the crossing and walk to the start of
Birdcage Walk, opposite the bus station -

Who ordered St Thomas to be killed; and why
was the crypt under here most likely a mediaeval
place of pilgrimage?

What do these three giant figures personify?
Back on the corner of Castle Street and Fisher
Street you will find -

10. Dudley Castle, stone built by 1138
Who first built the Castle (opposite) in stone;
and who had to rebuild it a century later?
In the entrance courtyard to the Churchill
Precinct you will find two plaques -

11. The 7 Stars Pub, demolished in the
1960s
What busy street once ran through here?

What kind of airship dropped bombs over
Dudley during World War I?

Vicinity of Coronation Gardens
For this part of the Time Trail walk down
Stone Street (at the junction of High Street and
Market Place) to Stone Street Square where
the glass cone of the former Flint Glassworks is
marked out in the ground. On the way you will
pass on the left the pedimented façade of what
was The Albion, the public house kept by Joe
Darby in retirement (now a café).

Nearby is a sweetshop, but how did the original
Mr Gray sell his sweets?
Back in the Market Place -

23. The Council House, 1935

13. Duncan Edwards’ statue, unveiled in
1999

What is unusual about the huge Egyptian style
Council House column capitals?

Which renowned artist created this statue; and
which two people jointly unveiled it?

From the Council House continue down Priory
Road and cross Ednam Road at the crossing -

14. Coal, formed from wood that grew
315m years ago

24. Dorothy Round Little, 1937

Why is the Black Country so called?
Walk up the Market Mall between the
market stalls to the mosaic located under
the covered glass arcade. The mosaic depicts
the archaeologists who excavated the row of
buildings known as Middle Row - the buildings
were demolished in the 1840s.

28. Apollo statue, 1939

Continue to the far exit/entrance to Coronation
Gardens furthest away from the Council House
(on The Broadway) -

29. Coronation Gardens
Who was crowned Queen in 1953?
Continue up The Broadway and turn right into
Tower Street -

30. James Whale, born 1896
Name two truly ‘monster’ films directed by
Dudley born James Whale.
From here you can return to the start of the
Time Trail walk through the Green Man Entry
marked in green on the map.

22. Bombs over Dudley, 1916 and 1940

From the square cross the road at the crossing
and continue along Priory Street past the War
Memorial Tower (clock tower) and turn left
down Priory Road.

12. Teddy Gray’s Sweets, 1826

27. Coronation Gardens, 1937

17. Ben Boucher’s poem of 1827

From here you can take the detour to Top
Church (St Thomas and St Luke) to see the next
two plaques - it takes about 10 minutes -

9. Copnall’s Giant Sculptures, 1964

Where did Bert Bissell build his cairn, and what
did it stand for?
Who was crowned King in 1937?

18 & 19 Jumping Joe Darby, 1890

Continue up Castle Street -

26. Bert Bissell’s cairn, 1945

Downstairs were the market stalls, but what was
the upstairs used for ?

Why did St Edmund’s Church have to be rebuilt
after the English Civil War?

What are the two most famous local creatures
found as fossils; and what ancient sea did they
live in?

Please take care when crossing the road. Where
possible we have used pedestrian crossings
along the trail but there are one or two places
where there are no crossings available. It
is recommended that a responsible adult
accompany children on this walk.

(where the fountain now stands)

5. The Civil War Siege of 1646

6. Dudley Fossils, lived 427.8m years ago

The Dudley town centre Time Trail of 30
bronze ground plaques is in three parts: Castle
Street and Dudley Market Place (approx. 45
minutes); an optional detour from the Market
Place to Upper High Street and Top Church
(approx. 10 minutes); and the vicinity of
Coronation Gardens (approx. 25 minutes).

16. The Old Town Hall, built in 1653

Here is my statue - but what was the title of my
most famous poem?

Cross the road to -

The Dudley Time Trail

Who gave permission to hold this ancient
market?

Return around the edge of the gardens to the
steps opposite the Council House -

My statue is in Priory Park- what tennis
championships did I win and when?
Use the crossings and continue along Ednam
Road to -

25. Dudley Cenotaph, 2002
Who made this fine memorial - and where is its
companion?

Visitor information

Dudley Council Plus
259 Castle Street, Dudley DY1 1LQ
Open Monday to Friday 8.30am to 5pm
Saturday 9am to 12noon. Tel: 0300 555 2345 or
visit www.discoverdudley.org.uk
Visitors are requested to remain on designated
footpaths. The Time Trail leaflet provides good
access to the main features of interest. Many of the
paths are surfaced but can be uphill in locations.
Please wear suitable clothing and footwear.

Car parking

There is a pay and display short stay car park
(maximum stay 3 hours) in Tower Street DY1 1NB.
There is additional pay and display parking at the
following sites: Dudley Zoo and Black Country
Living Museum car park located off Tipton Road
DY1 4SQ; Flood Street car park DY2 8NT; and
Stafford Street car park DY1 1RT.

Refreshment and toilet facilities

There are toilet facilities on Castle Street and
plenty of premises offering refreshment facilities in
Dudley town centre.

Historic Dudley and other trails

For more information about historic Dudley and
other borough town and architectural trails visit:
www.dudley.gov.uk/resident/planning/historicenvironment
www.discoverdudley.org.uk

Disclaimer

Every effort has been made to check the accuracy
of information included in this leaflet. Dudley
Council and the locations featured cannot
guarantee the accuracy of the details included and
therefore accept no responsibility.
Should you have any comments about this leaflet
please email: tourism@dudley.gov.uk
Correct at time of going to print - April 2017

